CAVY SHOWMANSHIP
CATCH & CARRY:

Lift your cavy from the cage with one hand over the shoulders and the other hand under the rump.  Place him in the crook of your arm with one hand on top of him.  When he is calm, close and latch the cage door.

STARTING POSE:

· Pose your cavy by placing the left side toward the judge (the side with the ear tag).

· Gently tuck its back feet under its body.

· Touch the tip of its nose (this makes your cavy stop stretching its neck out and shows it off better.)

INTRODUCTION:

· Tell the judge your name

· Tell the judge which club you’re with

· Tell the judge what kind of cavy you have


Like this:  Hi my name is _____________________.  I’m in Magnolia 4-H.  This is (your cavy’s name) my (breed, variety, weight class, and sex).
START YOUR INSPECTION:

Always tell the judge what you are looking for and what you’ve found.
Start on the left side of the cavy (the side closest to the judge).  Examine the ears and eyes on the left, turn your cavy around so that the right side faces the judge, and examine the right ear and eye.  EXAMPLE:  “I’m checking the ear for cleanliness, mites …”

EARS & EYES
EARS:
· Ear tag number(s)

· Rips, tears, sores, and scratches


· Skin tags (small pieces of skin that stick out)

· Warts (raised, rough, areas of the skin)

· Wax in the ears

· Ear mites (brownish wax in the ears)

· Folds

· Size, Shape, and Position

· Skin and Hair color
EYES:

· Clear

· Watering

· Discharge (yellowish goop in or around the eye)

· Foreign matter (dust, bedding, hair, etc.)

· Spot on the colored area of eye

· Wall eye or Moon eye (white film over the eye)

· Right color

· Size (should be large and bold)

· Pea eye (a lump in the lower eyelid) & Fatty eye (the white portion of eye, beneath the eyelid seems swollen)

· NEVER manipulate a cavy’s eyelids – this can damage the eye.  Check for pea eye and fatty eye by lifting your cavy’s chin.  If it has pea eye or fatty eye, you’ll see it. 
TURN YOUR CAVY OVER…
Okay, now comes the hard part.  The only way to make this part easier is to work with your cavy every day…
Turn your cavy over and put it on the table, or on your forearm so that it lies comfortably on its back.  Hold it firmly; even a cavy that is used to this will try to turn itself back over.

NOSE:

· Discharge (runny nose, signs of infection, stress or heat stress)

· Sores and other abnormalities

MOUTH

· Broken, missing, or loose teeth

· Malocclusion (teeth that don’t meet right or are twisted)

· Drooling (molar malocclusion)

· Mouth closes properly

· Lumps along jaw line (on the outside of mouth)

FRONT LEGS AND FEET:

· Straight, without bumps – sign of birth defect or old break

· Matted hair on insides of legs – sign of cold

· Missing or extra toes (polydactyl) there should be 4 toes 

· Missing toenails

· Bumble Foot – sore, swollen foot (or feet)

· Other signs or injury

· Correct color of footpad and toenails

BACK LEGS AND FEET:

· Straight, without bumps – sign of birth defect or old break

· Missing or extra toes – there should be 3

· Missing toenails

· Bumble Foot – sore, swollen foot (or feet)

· Other injuries

· Correct color of footpad and toenails

ABDOMEN (Tummy):

· Abscesses (lumps or open sores)

· Hernias (lumps – smaller than an abscess)

· Thin or missing hair 

· Correct hair color 
SOWS

· 2 teats (nipples)

· Clean openings – no signs of diarrhea or dirtiness

· Sores 

· Discharge (pus) – sign of infection

· Unusual odor – sign of infection

BOARS:

· 2 teats (nipples)

· 2 testicles with no swelling

· Clean openings – no signs of diarrhea or dirtiness 

· Sores

· Discharge (pus) – sign of infection

· Unusual odor – sign of infection

· Impaction – hard dry material in pouch between testicles

RIGHT SIDE UP AGAIN…

Turn your cavy over so it is sitting on its feet with its left side facing the judge.

ABDOMEN:
· Abscesses (bumps)

· Hernias (will feel a slight bump – usually smaller than an abscess)
COAT:
· Examine your cavy’s coat as appropriate for its breed.

· Mites – 

Look for hair loss anywhere on the body, but usually on the back.  Also look for scabby or thickened skin with or without sores.

· Lice –  

Look behind the cavy’s ears for bugs or eggs on the hair shaft or skin.

· Coat condition – no bare spots, chewed hair, and as little shedding as possible (give your cavy a bath before the show and brush it well before showmanship)

· Clean – no bedding, dirt, urine stains, or other foreign substances.


· Coat length – not too long or too short

· Color – too dark or light, wrong tinge or hue
POSING
LEFT, FRONT, RIGHT, & REAR VIEW:

Pose your cavy in each position – start the left side facing the judge, then the front, right, and rear.  Finally, return your cavy to the original pose (left side facing judge).
· Balance and proportion – does your cavy meet the Standard for body type?

· Keep one hand on the back of your cavy and wait for questions from the judge.
FINISHING

CATCH & CARRY:

Lift your cavy from the table with one hand over the shoulders and the other hand under the rump.  Place him in the crook of your arm and put one hand on top of him.  When he is calm, open the cage door and return your cavy rump first.  Close and latch the cage door.
· Return to the judge’s table unless you are dismissed. 
· Always thank the judge for his or her time.
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