Cavy Basic Care Sheet

 

There are many ways to take care of your cavy, and, depending upon who you ask, you will receive many opinions as to how to care for your cavies. Following is what I have found works well for cavies:

 

Bedding: 

Cavies should NEVER be kept on cedar shavings (these are TOXIC!) Use paper, Juniper, Aspen, or Pine shavings (make sure pine shavings are "kiln dried" - Drynest is a good brand to use.) Buy them in "Bulk" at the feed store because you will be changing your Cavy's cage at least twice a week.

Vitamin C:

Cavies cannot product Vitamin C, therefore they need to have it in their food. The problem is the vitamin C that is added to Cavy food generally breaks down in about 6 months. 

 

NEVER use the liquid Vitamin C in your Cavy's water bottle. The Vitamin C will go bad quickly and the bacteria in the bottle will not be good for your Cavy. Use Chewable Vitamin C to supplement your Cavy. (See "Sample Diet")

 

When giving your Cavies treats, keep in mind you want to feed treats high in Vitamin C and low in water content. Use parsely, carrots, apples, bananas, grapes - stay away from lettuces, celery, melons.

 

Feeding Your Cavy:

 

DO NOT feed Rabbit pellets to your cavy. Rabbit pellets do not contain Vitamin C.

 

DO NOT feed the "Tropical Mix" type feed to your cavy. This type of food has lots of "junk" in it your Cavy does not need. Keep it simple, use only basic Cavy Feed. "Oxbow" is a highly recommended brand that carries both Cavy Cuisine (Timothy based for cavies older than 1 year) and Cavy Performance (Alfalfa based for cavies younger thatn 1 year.)

 

Cavy pellets come in "Alfalfa" and "Timothy". Alfalfa is high in protein, and should be fed to young Cavies (under 1 year), use Timothy for the older ones.

 

Check the expiration date of your Cavy Food, if it is expired, don't buy it! Oxbow is coming out with a new packaging technique that will enable the pellets to retain the Vitamin C for as long as 2 years.

 

Store your Cavy Food in the freezer. Freezing the pellets will extend the life of the Vitamin C

 

Sample Diet:

 

Hay (Timothy, Oat, Grass) should be available to your Cavy at all times.

 

Morning: Cavy Pellets

About 2 Tablespoons Old Fashioned Oat Meal sprinkled on pellets

About 2 sprigs Parsley

About 2 small carrots (the size of the "mini" carrots in the store)

 

Evening: 2 small (about 1") pieces of apple

.125 mg Chewable Vitamin C (1/4 of a 500 mg tablet)

 

Be sure to break this into small pieces so your Cavy does not choke. If your Cavy lives alone, you can put this Vitamin C in his/her feed bowl, otherwise, feed it to your Cavy by hand. GENTLY put one piece of Vitamin C in your Cavy's cheek. When you Cavy has finished eating the Vitamin C, put another into its mouth. Repeat this process until the Vitamin C is gone.

