Beginner Questions Sheet #1:

1. Which of these fruits should guinea pigs avoid?

· Pears 

· Kiwi Fruit 

· Apples 

· Citrus Fruit

2. Which of these types of hay are best for them?

· It doesn't really matter much 

· Alfalfa 

· Timothy 

· Bermudagrass

3. In which of these ways do guinea pigs not "flirt"?

· Waddles 

· Endless chatter 

· Swaying rumps 

· Nibbling ears

4. How many months a year can guinea pigs come in heat?

Answer: ____________

5. Can guinea pigs ever be trained to use a litter box?

· Only male ones 

· Yes they can, but not always 

· No, never 

· Only short-haired ones

6. Guinea Pigs do not ever fight over food, true or false?

7. Which of these is not a breed of guinea pig?

· Texel 

· Rex, sepia-white 

· California Satin 

· Dutch

8. Can guinea pigs eat bread?

· Yes 

· No

9. What color are a guinea pig's nails?

· A variety of colors 

· Always White/pink 

· Black, or white/pink 

· Always Black

10. If a guinea pig scratches himself with his back-leg he has fleas or a skin disease. True or False?

Beginner Answer Sheet #1:

1. Which of these fruits should guinea pigs avoid?

The correct answer is Pears. Guinea pigs cannot produce their own vitamin C so need as much help getting it as you can give. Great ways to give them this are citrus fruits. Pears should be avoided as they cause bloating.

2. Which of these types of hay are best for them?

The correct answer is Timothy. Guinea Pigs love this hay and it gives them a nice shiny coat.

3. In which of these ways do guinea pigs not "flirt"?

The correct answer is Nibbling ears. They also toss their heads back.

4. How many months a year can guinea pigs come in heat?

The correct answer is 12 & All year & Twelve. Guinea pigs can breed pretty quickly.

5. Can guinea pigs ever be trained to use a litter box?

The correct answer is Yes they can, but not always. Some guinea pigs just don't want to do it and you can't force them, although a few experts may disagree. It takes time and patience and depends on not juts the guinea pig, but the human as well.

6. Guinea Pigs do not ever fight over food, true or false?

The correct answer is True. This is one of the most wonderful things about guinea pigs, they hardly ever fight. Especially not over food. They only fight if they're placed in same sex environments at a late age, when they're settled in their ways. Or of course two bucks who have always lived together, may fight for a doe's attention if she is suddenly introduced into their life.

7. Which of these is not a breed of guinea pig?

The correct answer is California Satin. California Satin is a type of rabbit. Guinea Pigs come in so many varieties it is hard to keep track.

8. Can guinea pigs eat bread?

The correct answer is Yes. Yes, but only occasionally. Is is good for them in small doses.

9. What color are a guinea pig's nails?

The correct answer is Black, or white/pink. It is extremely difficult to clip dark nails.

10. If a guinea pig scratches himself with his back-leg he has fleas or a skin disease. True or False?

The correct answer is False. 

Beginner Question Sheet #2:

1. Do guinea pigs have tails? 

· Yes 

· No

2. Do guinea pigs have long hair or short hair? 

· Both 

· Only long 

· Only short 

· No they all have no hair

3. Where did the guinea pig come from? 

· North America 

· South America 

· Asia 

· Europe

4. Are guinea pigs related to pigs? 

· Yes 

· No

5. How many teeth do guinea pigs have? 

· 24 

· 2 

· 20 

· 4

6. How long do guinea pigs live on average? 

· 5-8 years 

· 9-12 years 

· 1-2 years 

· 12-15 years

7. What bedding should you NOT use for guinea pigs? 

· Paper 

· Aspen 

· Cedar or non-kiln dried pine 

· Carefresh

8. How many toes (digits) do guinea pigs have on their front feet? 

· Four 

· Five 

· Three 

· Six

9. What should you NOT feed your guinea pig all the time? 

· Carrots 

· Lettuce 

· Peaches 

· Radishes

10. What vitamin should you make sure your guinea pig gets every day? 

· Vitamin A 

· Vitamin B 

· Vitamin C 

· Vitamin D

Beginner Answer Sheet #2:

1. Do guinea pigs have tails?

The correct answer is No. Guinea pigs are tailless rodents

2. Do guinea pigs have long hair or short hair?

The correct answer is Both. There are many different types (BREEDS) of guinea pigs. Most of them have short hair, but some do have long hair and there are even hairless ones now.

3. Where did the guinea pig come from?

The correct answer is South America. Guinea pigs originated in Peru, in South America.

4. Are guinea pigs related to pigs?

The correct answer is No. From the American Rabbit Breeders Association OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK: 'The term 'guinea pig' has an unknown factual origin since it did not come from Guinea in Africa, but from Peru in South America, and it is comepletely unrelated to pigs'. Some resources say they are named 'guinea' because Spanish conquerors of Peru introduced these animals to Europe and sold them for one Guinea. The 'pig' part came from the guinea pigs squealing like pigs, according to some resources, and others say they are called pigs because they act and resemble them.

5. How many teeth do guinea pigs have?

The correct answer is 20. Guinea pigs have 20 teeth, altogether. They have teeth in the back of their mouth (near the throat) and four incisor teeth in the front.

6. How long do guinea pigs live on average?

The correct answer is 5-8 years. Guinea pigs live about 5-8 years on AVERAGE, although some are known to live as long as 12 years.

7. What bedding should you NOT use for guinea pigs?

The correct answer is Cedar or non-kiln dried pine. In studies guinea pigs have come down with liver disease from the oils in Cedar and non kiln-dried Pine bedding.

8. How many toes (digits) do guinea pigs have on their front feet?

The correct answer is Four. Guinea pigs have 4 toes on each of their front feet.

9. What should you NOT feed your guinea pig all the time?

The correct answer is Lettuce. Lettuce, if fed too much, will cause diarrhea in a guinea pig.

10. What vitamin should you make sure your guinea pig gets every day?

The correct answer is Vitamin C. Guinea pigs are like humans and cannot store Vitamin C. They need a good source of this vitamin every day.

Intermediate Question Sheet #1:

1. The long-haired Shelty guinea pig breed differs from the Peruvian in what way?

· A Shelty will always be albino 

· The colours of the Shelty tend to be darker 

· The fur looks 'backswept' instead of falling over the face 

· Shelties are very small, usually less than 1 lb

2. How many whorls/rosettes should a perfect, show Abyssinian cavy have on its body?

· 6 

· 8 

· 9 

· 7

3. What is the average litter size for a sow (female cavy)?

· 3 

· 6 

· 4 

· 2

4. When a cavy chatters its teeth, what is it feeling?

· Afraid 

· Cold 

· Challenged 

· Content

5. When a sow gives birth, how does she position herself?

· Lying down on her stomach 

· Sitting up 

· On her side 

· Lying on her back

Intermediate Answer Sheet #1:

1. The long-haired Shelty guinea pig breed differs from the Peruvian in what way?

The correct answer is The fur looks 'backswept' instead of falling over the face. Peruvians are sometimes 'mopheads.' It can be difficult to tell which end is which!

2. How many whorls/rosettes should a perfect, show Abyssinian cavy have on its body?

The correct answer is 8. It is very unusual to find a perfect Abyssinian because the whorls must be placed in exact locations. Most Abyssinian cavies are slightly crossbred.

3. What is the average litter size for a sow (female cavy)?

The correct answer is 4. The gestation period will be slightly extended for a cavy with a large litter size. Births of this nature can be difficult for a young sow.

4. When a cavy chatters its teeth, what is it feeling?

The correct answer is Challenged. When a cavy (usually a boar, or male) sees what it thinks of as an enemy, it will sway its hindquarters and chatter, warning the intruder to stay away.

5. When a sow gives birth, how does she position herself?

The correct answer is Sitting up. The birth normally takes about thirty minutes and occurs at night time. In between each pup, the sow will eat a little and drink a lot of water.

Intermediate Question Sheet #2:

1. How many days is a female guinea pig pregnant? 

· 72 

· 49 

· 60 

· 30

2. What order are guinea pigs classified as in the animal kingdom? 

Answer: ____________________________

3. Where did guinea pigs originate from? 

· Europe 

· North America 

· South America 

· New Guinea

4. Why are Agouti guinea pigs called 'Agouti'? 

· because the end of each hair has a different color on it 

· because their hair is very long 

· because they came from Agouti, Brazil 

· because they eat mostly Agouti Lettuce

5. What are female guinea pigs called? 

Answer: __________

6. What are male guinea pigs called? 

Answer __________

7. What bedding should NOT be used with guinea pigs? 

· Pine 

· Maple 

· Paper 

· Cedar

8. How many pounds do full-grown guinea pigs usually weigh? 

· 3 

· 4 

· 1 

· 2

9. According to veterinarians, how many times a year should you take your guinea pig to the vet's

office? 

· 5 

· 2 

· 1 

· 3

10. Why does the name guinea pigs have the word 'pigs' in it? 

· because they came from New Guinea 

· because they squeal like pigs 

· because they look like pigs 

· because they're related to pigs 

Intermediate Answer Sheet #2:

1. How many days is a female guinea pig pregnant?

The correct answer is 72. Guinea pigs are pregnant for 72 days, unlike other small animals.

2. What order are guinea pigs classified as in the animal kingdom?

The correct answer is rodents & rodentia. Guinea pigs are in the order Rodentia in the Amimal Kingdom, which also include beavers, squirrels, and other rodents.

3. Where did guinea pigs originate from?

The correct answer is South America. Guinea pigs originate from South America, not New Guinea, like most people think.

4. Why are Agouti guinea pigs called 'Agouti'?

The correct answer is because the end of each hair has a different color on it. Agouti guinea pig's hair has a different color on the very tip. They look kind of tye-dyed!

5. What are female guinea pigs called?

The correct answer is sow & sows. Guinea pigs are called sows, just like a pig. (Weird, huh!?)

6. What are male guinea pigs called?

The correct answer is boar & boars. Male guinea pigs are also named after the pig, a boar.

7. What bedding should NOT be used with guinea pigs?

The correct answer is Cedar. Cedar bedding has poisonous vapors that is very harmful to guinea pigs.

8. How many pounds do full-grown guinea pigs usually weigh?

The correct answer is 2. Most adult guinea pigs weigh two pounds.

9. According to veterinarians, how many times a year should you take your guinea pig to the vet's office?

The correct answer is 1. You need to take your guinea pig to the vet about one time a year to make sure your pet is healthy.

10. Why does the name guinea pigs have the word 'pigs' in it?

The correct answer is because they squeal like pigs. Guinea pigs squeal like pigs, so they are named after them.

Intermediate Question Sheet #3:

1. Guinea pigs are in the family Caviidea. What are the other two members of this family?

· Dwarf pigs and hairy-footed pigs 

· Maras and Mocos (rock cavies) 

· Mountain pigs and River pigs 

· capybaras and squirrel pigs

2. The best way for me to spend time outside is:

· In a cage with a top and no bottom 

· In a closed cardboard container 

· In a cage with a bottom but no top 

· On a leash

3. Guinea pigs may have been one of the most important food sources in ancient Peru since well before Inca

times.

· True 

· False

4. What is another name for Guinea Pig??

· Hairy Pig 

· Sourcisse 

· Munchkin 

· Cavy

5. Which vitamin must be added to a guinea pig's diet in order to keep it healthy?

· Vitamin C 

· Vitamin D 

· Vitamin E 

· Vitamin A

6. What one is a favorite guinea pig munchie?

· All of these 

· Parsley 

· Timothy hay 

· Strawberries

7. Do guinea pigs need an exercise wheel? 

· Yes 

· No

8. Guinea pigs sharing the same cage establish a "pecking" order. What is one of the signs of 

dominance?

· Biting 

· Mounting 

· Pushing 

· Squealing loudly

9. Guinea pigs like toys.

· True 

· False

10. Papa can stay with Mama during the birth and after.

· True 

· False

Intermediate Answer Sheet #3:

1. Guinea pigs are in the family Caviidea. What are the other two members of this family?

The correct answer is Maras and Mocos (rock cavies). The other two members of Caviidea are Patagonian cavies - maras (Dolichotis) and mocos (Kerodon). These two, like the cavy, have been used for food but only the cavy has been domesticated.

2. The best way for me to spend time outside is:

The correct answer is In a cage with a top and no bottom. That's so I can eat the (non-treated!) grass but also be sheltered from predators and the sun - I can sunburn! The leash is a possibility but it's not very relaxing for the guinea pig or owner!

3. Guinea pigs may have been one of the most important food sources in ancient Peru since well before Inca times.

The correct answer is True. The estimate (made by Peruvian archeologists) is that cavy domestication began around 5000 BC.

4. What is another name for Guinea Pig?

The correct answer is Cavy. 

5. Which vitamin must be added to a guinea pig's fdiet in order to keep it healthy? 

The correct answer is Vitamin C. Cavies are like humans - they can't synthesize their own Vitamin C.

6. What one is a favorite guinea pig munchie?

The correct answer is All of these. Hay is a necessity for good digestion, but I'm nuts about parsley - although some other pigs may prefer carrots.

7. Do guinea pigs need an exercise wheel? 

The correct answer is no. Exercise wheels are very bad for a guinea pig's back.

8. Guinea pigs sharing the same cage establish a "pecking" order. What is one of the signs of dominance?

The correct answer is mounting. Yes, even female guinea pigs do this.

9. Guinea pigs like toys.

The correct answer is True Guinea pigs like things hanging down in my cage that make noise or wiggle.

10. Papa can stay with Mama during the birth and after.

The correct answer is false. No, he will mate with her immediately after the birth which is not good for Mama's health.

Intermediate/Advanced Questions:

1. What is the other very popular name for cavies?

· Rabbit 

· Guinea Pig 

· Hamster 

· There are no other names

2. How many varieties of cavies are there in the United States?

· 10 

· 30 

· 40 

· 50

3. Cavy babies are born fully furred and with their eyes open.

· True 

· False

4. What bedding should NEVER be used in the cavy's cage?

· Aspen 

· Pine 

· CareFresh 

· Cedar

5. Cavies should have unlimited pellets and timothy hay.

· True 

· False

6. What is the recommended size of cage for a single cavy?

· 12" x 40" 

· 20" x49" 

· 24" x 30" 

· 27" x 56"

7. The best place to put a cavy cage is in the laundry room.

· True 

· False

8. Cavies should be allowed to run and play in a secure area (not their cage. each day.

· True 

· False

9. Letting your cavy outside in an open top cage is safe even though you're not out there.

· True 

· False

10. What toy should you not let your cavy play with?

· Stuffed animals 

· Bounce back toys 

· Large exercise ball 

· Kritter kabobs

11. Male cavies can be neutered.

· True 

· False

12. A cavy is happier by itself.

· True 

· False

13. When getting a second or third cavy it is best to quarantine.

· True 

· False

14. What breed has long hair?

· American 

· English Agouti 

· Abby 

· Peruvian

15. When does the cavy become sexually mature?

· 4-8 weeks 

· At birth 

· 1 year 

· 3 months

Intermediate/Advanced Answers:

1. What is the other very popular name for cavies?

The correct answer is Guinea Pig The Spanish introduced the cavy to Europe during the 16th century. At the time they were returning from the New World countries. Guinea was one of them. Since the cavy looked similar to a pig it is possible that this is why cavies are also known as Guinea Pigs.

2. How many varieties of cavies are there in the United States?

The correct answer is 40. The cavy is known all over the world. Because of selective breeding there is a huge selection of cavies.

3. Cavy babies are born fully furred and with their eyes open.

The correct answer is True. They are also running around and able to feed within hours of birth.

4. What bedding should NEVER be used in the cavy's cage?

The correct answer is Cedar. Cedar should never be used. It is toxic to cavies and other small animals.

5. Cavies should have unlimited pellets and timothy hay.

The correct answer is True. Timothy hay is a type of hay and not a brand. For young cavies (under 4 months., pregnant cavies or lactating mothers alfalfa hay is also recommended.

6. What is the recommended size of cage for a single cavy?

The correct answer is 27" x 56". The cheapest kind of cages are the cubes and coroplast. They are easy to measure and are very easy to clean. You can check out cavycages.com for more information on c&c cages.

7. The best place to put a cavy cage is in the laundry room.

The correct answer is False. Humidity fluctuations and temperature fluctuations can cause sickness or even death. Please do NOT keep your cavy in a laundry room. The best place for the cage is in a non-drafty, bright room near family activities. 

8. Cavies should be allowed to run and play in a secure area (not their cage. each day.

The correct answer is True. The smaller the cage is, the more your cavy needs floor time (a time when they can run.. It is good for their health and happiness. Floor time should be in a place that is somewhat near family activities and pig proof. 

9. True or False: Letting your cavy outside in an open top cage is safe even though you're not out there.

The correct answer is False. Never let your cavy outside without supervision! Crows and Hawks are dangerous predators to your cavy. The lawn must not be treated with any chemicals, as this could be very dangerous to the cavy. They must be in the shade at all times. Heat stroke kills cavies very quickly.

10. What toy should you not let your cavy play with?

The correct answer is Large exercise ball. Exercise balls and wheels should never be used with cavies. They can cause crippling injuries to their back, feet, and toes.

11. Male cavies can be neutered.

The correct answer is True. Any cavy can be neutered. It will prevent any unwanted pregnancies. There is no need to neuter if you have two males.

12. A cavy is happier by itself.

The correct answer is False. Cavies are social animals and often prefer the company of other cavies. A same sexed pair is better then one or a pair of the opposite sex.

13. When getting a second or third cavy it is best to quarantine.

The correct answer is True. When adding another cavy you should always quarantine. This means keeping the new cavy in a separate cage in a separate room. You should quarantine for at least two to three weeks. This lessens the chances of the new cavy passing on a disease (if it were to have any.. You should also wash completely between handling them. 

14. What breed has long hair?

The correct answer is Peruvian. 

15. When does the cavy become sexually mature?

The correct answer is 4-8 weeks. The female can be bred at about 4-5 months old.

Advanced Question Sheet #1:

1. What is the star gene ?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

2. How do you say Guinea Pig in:

German - ___________________________

French - ____________________________

Japanese - ___________________________

Spanish - ____________________________

Dutch - _____________________________

Russian - ____________________________

3. Name 3 'Wild' relatives of the Guinea Pig

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

4. Name 6 breeds of Guinea Pig 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5. Name 6 coat/color types 'varieties' of Guinea Pig

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

6. Which variety of guinea pig has 'hollow' hair shafts ?

___________________________________

7. What is Coprophagy ?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

8. What is the scientific name for a Guinea Pig ?

___________________________________

9. What is the 'grease spot' ?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10. What is impaction ? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11. What is the term used for overgrown / misaligned teeth in cavies ?

___________________________________

12. What is the difference between an English and American Crested Guinea Pig ?

English: ____________________________

American: ___________________________

13. How many toes does a guinea pig have on its:

Fore feet: ________________

Hind feet: ________________

14. What is Polydactyly ?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15. What age should you separate the sexes of young guinea pigs ?

___________________________________

16 What is the best age to breed guinea pigs for the first time ?

Males: ___________________

Females: _________________

17. How long is the female guinea pig pregnant ?

___________________________________

18. How often does a female guinea pig come into season ?

___________________________________

19. How many teeth does a guinea pig have ?

___________________________________

20. How many breeds of guinea pigs are recognized by the ABCA? Name them.

___________________________________ ___________________________________ ___________________________________ ___________________________________ ___________________________________ ___________________________________ ___________________________________ ___________________________________ ___________________________________

Advanced Answer Sheet #1:

1. What is the star gene ?

This is the gene that results in the 'crest' on the top of the head of a crested or coronet cavy. 

2. How do you say Guinea Pig in:

German - Meerschweinchen 

French - Cochon d'Inde / Cobaye 

Japanese - Morumotto 

Spanish - Conejillo de Indias / Cobayo 

Dutch - Guinees biggetje or Cavia 

Russian - Morskaya Swinya 

3. Name 3 'Wild' relatives of the Guinea Pig

Capybara 

Mara 

Rock Cavy 

Nutria / Coypu 

4. Name 6 breeds of Guinea Pig

Sheltie (Silkie), Peruvian, Abyssinian, Teddy / Rex, Crested, Coronet, Texel, Merino 

Alpaca / Boucle, American / English Smooth Coat, Skinny Pig, Baldwin 

5. Name 6 coat/colour types 'varieties' of Guinea Pig

Selfs, Dalmation, Himalayan, Tortoiseshell and White, Tortoiseshell, Satin, Brindle 

Roan, Agouti, Dutch 

6. Which variety of guinea pig has 'hollow' hair shafts ?

The satin - the sun shines through the hollow shafts to give them an extremely shiny satin coat. 

7. What is Coprophagy ?

This is when a guinea pig eats it's own (fresh. droppings (direct from himself. - They contain valuable vitamins and bacteria. 

8. What is the scientific name for a Guinea Pig ?

Cavia Porcellus 

9. What is the 'grease spot' ?

The guinea pig has a 'grease/oil gland' on their rump - sometimes this secretions leaves a sticky mass in the hair which needs cleaning. 

10. What is impaction ?

This is most commonly a condition that affects male guinea pigs where they are unable to expel their droppings and they collect in a 'mass' in their anal sac. 

11. What is the term used for overgrown / misaligned teeth in cavies ?

Malocclusion - The teeth will need to be examined and trimmed by a trained rodentologist / vet. This could be the result of a genetic defect, bad diet (not enough grinding material. or the result of broken teeth interfering with the proper wearing down of the other teeth. 

12. What is the difference between an English and American Crested Guinea Pig ?

English: The Crest is the same colour as the coat. 

American: The Crest is white. 

13. How many toes does a guinea pig have on its:

Fore feet: Four 

Hind feet: Three 

14. What is Polydactyly ?

This is an extra toe (or toes. normally on the hind feet. 

15. What age should you separate the sexes of young guinea pigs ?

It is advisable to separate them by 4-5 weeks of age. 

16. What is the best age to breed guinea pigs for the first time ?

Males: Approx 5 months. 

Females: Approx 5-6 months - definately before they are 10 months. Ensure she is fit & well and of a good weight. 

17. How long is the female guinea pig pregnant ?

Between approx 60-72 Days. 

18. How often does a female guinea pig come into season ?

About every 15-17 Days. 

19. How many teeth does a guinea pig have ?

20 Teeth ! 

2 Upper (Superior. Incisors & 2 Lower (Inferior. Incisors (4) 

Then gap called the 'diastema' - No Canines 

2 Upper Premolars & 2 Lower Premolars (4) 

3 Upper Molars on both sides (6) 

3 Lower Molars on both sides (6) 

Advanced Question Sheet #2:

1. What age should a sow (female guinea pig. have her first litter by? 

· 7 months 

· 10 months 

· 15 months 

· 22 months

2. How long is gestation (pregnancy. in a cavy? 

· 43-57 days 

· 58-65 days 

· 63-72 days 

· 68-80 days

3. During pregnancy the sow's nutritional requirements are different from normal. 

· True 

· False

4. The boar can stay with the sow until after she has given birth. 

· True 

· False

5. You can feel the pelvic separation before birth when the pelvic bones begin to separate. 

· True 

· False

6. About how long does a normal birth usually last for? 

· 30 minutes 

· 10 minutes 

· 1 hour 

· 2 hours

7. How much does the average baby guinea pig weigh at birth? 

· 2-3 oz 

· 7-8 oz 

· 5-6oz 

· 3-4 oz

8. Baby guinea pigs are born pink and hairless. 

· True 

· False

9. Baby guinea pigs are weaned at what age? 

· 2 weeks 

· 5 weeks 

· 6-7 weeks 

· 3-4 weeks

10. If a baby guinea pig is orphaned you can hand rear it. 

· True 

· False

11. How long is the life expectancy of a cavy? 

· 2-3 years 

· 6 years 

· 10 years 

· 4-8 years

12. Penicillin is toxic to cavies. 

· True 

· False

13. The antibiotic most commonly given to guinea pigs is 

____________________________________

14. How much water does the average adult cavy drink each day? 

· 85ml 

· 2ml 

· 20ml 

· 150ml

15. At what age do most guinea pigs reach their adult size? 

· 1 yr 

· 8 months 

· 4 months 

· 1.5 yrs 

Advanced Answer Sheet #2:

1. What age should a sow (female guinea pig. have her first litter by?

The correct answer is 10 months. Between the age of about 10-12 months the sow's pelvic bones will become more rigid if she hasn't had a litter before. If she becomes pregnant after her pelvic bones have become rigid she may have extreme difficulties giving birth.

2. How long is gestation (pregnancy. in a cavy?

The correct answer is 63-72 days. Gestation is usually nearer 63 days if it is a large litter and nearer to 72 days if it is a smaller litter. The average length is 70 days (10 weeks.

3. During pregnancy the sow's nutritional requirements are different from normal.

The correct answer is True. During pregnancy a sow needs more vitamin K, vitamin C and calcium than usual to prevent problems such as eclampsia, toxeamia and haemorrhaging.

4. The boar can stay with the sow until after she has given birth.

The correct answer is False. 

The boar needs to be removed before the birth because the sow comes into heat immediately after giving birth. If the boar is still with her she will become pregnant straight away and this is bad for both the sow and her litter.

5. You can feel the pelvic separation before birth when the pelvic bones begin to separate.

The correct answer is True. 

The pelvic bones separate about 2 finger widths apart approximatly 24-48 hours before the birth. You can feel this by sliding one finger underneath the sow from behind and feeling in front of the vaginal area.

6. About how long does a normal birth usually last for?

The correct answer is 30 minutes. 

The birth should last up to 30 minutes depending on the size of the litter. If it is a small litter everything may be over and done with in under 10 minutes!!

7. How much does the average baby guinea pig weigh at birth?

The correct answer is 3-4 oz. 

Sometimes in a litter there are one or two babies that are smaller than the rest or one that is larger than the rest. Babies under 2.5 oz are unlikely to survive as they are too small and have usually been deprived of nutrients in the womb.

8. Baby guinea pigs are born pink and hairless.

The correct answer is False. Because of the long gestation time baby guinea pigs are born fully furred, eyes open and running around within hours of birth.

9. Baby guinea pigs are weaned at what age?

The correct answer is 3-4 weeks. 

Although baby guinea pigs nibble on pellets, hay and veggies from 1 day old they still need mum's milk for 3 weeks.

10. If a baby guinea pig is orphaned you can hand rear it.

The correct answer is True. The best way to hand rear a baby is by feeding it on 1/3 evaporated milk mixed with 2/3 water and thickened with a cereal based baby food.

11. How long is the life expectancy of a cavy?

The correct answer is 4-8 years. Most guinea pigs live for about 5 years but some can reach 8 or even 9 years old.

12. Penicillin is toxic to cavies.

The correct answer is True. Penicillin and anything derived from it have been shown to have a toxic effect on cavies.

13. The antibiotic most commonly given to guinea pigs is

The correct answer is Baytril. This is a safe antibiotic given for most infections and after op care.

14. How much water does the average adult cavy drink each day?

The correct answer is 85ml. A cavy drinks approximatly 8ml/100g of body weight per day. If you feed your cavy a lot of fruit and veg it may drink less because fruit/veg are mostly made of water.

15. At what age do most guinea pigs reach their adult size?

The correct answer is 8 months. The average adult guinea pig weighs 2-3 pounds. Guinea pigs gain about 4 grams per day until they reach their adult weight.

Cavy Trivia:

1. What was the name of the guinea pig owned by Diana, the princess of Wales?

A. Snoopy 

B. Peanuts 

C. Squeak 

D. Cuddles

2. How many toes does a guinea pig have?

A. 14 

B. 10 

C. 12 

D. 16

3. What are baby guinea pigs called?

A. kittens 

B. piglets 

C. puppies 

D. cubs

4. Which of these modern guinea pig breeds most resembles the wild cavy of Peru? 

A. Dutch 

B. Peruvian 

C. Dalmation 

D. Agouti

5. What does the Latin name 'cavy porcillus' mean?

A. Cuddly cavy 

B. Podgy cavy 

C. Piggie looking cavy 

D. Pork tasting cavy

6. What was the name of the guinea pig staring alongside Eddy Murphy in one of the most recent film versions of Doctor Dolittle?

A. Rodney 

B. Lucky 

C. Trigger 

D. Maia

7. What is the actual meaning of the German word for guinea pig - 'Meerschweinchen'? 

A. sun pig 

B. little sea pig 

C. little Indian pig 

D. little striped pig

 

. What role is played by guinea pig in Lewis Carol's classic 'Alice in Wonderland'? 

A. Members of the jury 

B. Balls for the croquet match 

C. Guests at the mad Hatter's tea party 

D. Alice's pets

9. Which chain recently used guinea pigs when advertising on television?

A. Taco Bell 

B. Blockbuster 

C. Wal-Mart 

D. Circuit City

10. What color was the guinea pig's tie in the poem 'The amiable guinea pig' by Beatrix Potter?

A. pink 

B. green 

C. yellow 

D. blue

11. Along with humans, guinea pigs are one of the few mammals not to be able to store which vitamin?

A. Vitamin C 

B. Vitamin A 

C. Vitamin E 

D. Vitamin D

12. Other such mammals include

A. dolphins 

B. Koala bears 

C. Fruit bats 

D. Gerbils

13. When was the first scientific paper on cavies published?

A. 15th century 

B. 16th century 

C. 17th century 

D. 18th century

14. From which country did the Peruvian variety of guinea pig originate?

A. England 

B. Spain 

C. Russia 

D. France

15. To which of the following is a guinea pig most closely related?

A. Pig 

B. Beaver 

C. Rabbit 

D. Ferret

16. By which people were guinea pigs originally farmed?

A. Aztecs 

B. Incas 

C. Romans 

D. Celts

 

Answers:

1B, 2A, 3C, 4D, 5C, 6A, 7B, 8A, 9B, 10D, 11A, 12C, 13B,14D,15B,16B

