Advanced Question Sheet #2:

1. What age should a sow (female guinea pig. have her first litter by? 

· 7 months 

· 10 months 

· 15 months 

· 22 months

2. How long is gestation (pregnancy. in a cavy? 

· 43-57 days 

· 58-65 days 

· 63-72 days 

· 68-80 days

3. During pregnancy the sow's nutritional requirements are different from normal. 

· True 

· False

4. The boar can stay with the sow until after she has given birth. 

· True 

· False

5. You can feel the pelvic separation before birth when the pelvic bones begin to separate. 

· True 

· False

6. About how long does a normal birth usually last for? 

· 30 minutes 

· 10 minutes 

· 1 hour 

· 2 hours

7. How much does the average baby guinea pig weigh at birth? 

· 2-3 oz 

· 7-8 oz 

· 5-6oz 

· 3-4 oz

8. Baby guinea pigs are born pink and hairless. 

· True 

· False

9. Baby guinea pigs are weaned at what age? 

· 2 weeks 

· 5 weeks 

· 6-7 weeks 

· 3-4 weeks

10. If a baby guinea pig is orphaned you can hand rear it. 

· True 

· False

11. How long is the life expectancy of a cavy? 

· 2-3 years 

· 6 years 

· 10 years 

· 4-8 years

12. Penicillin is toxic to cavies. 

· True 

· False

13. The antibiotic most commonly given to guinea pigs is 

____________________________________

14. How much water does the average adult cavy drink each day? 

· 85ml 

· 2ml 

· 20ml 

· 150ml

15. At what age do most guinea pigs reach their adult size? 

· 1 yr 

· 8 months 

· 4 months 

· 1.5 yrs 

Advanced Answer Sheet #2:

1. What age should a sow (female guinea pig. have her first litter by?

The correct answer is 10 months. Between the age of about 10-12 months the sow's pelvic bones will become more rigid if she hasn't had a litter before. If she becomes pregnant after her pelvic bones have become rigid she may have extreme difficulties giving birth.

2. How long is gestation (pregnancy. in a cavy?

The correct answer is 63-72 days. Gestation is usually nearer 63 days if it is a large litter and nearer to 72 days if it is a smaller litter. The average length is 70 days (10 weeks.

3. During pregnancy the sow's nutritional requirements are different from normal.

The correct answer is True. During pregnancy a sow needs more vitamin K, vitamin C and calcium than usual to prevent problems such as eclampsia, toxeamia and haemorrhaging.

4. The boar can stay with the sow until after she has given birth.

The correct answer is False. 

The boar needs to be removed before the birth because the sow comes into heat immediately after giving birth. If the boar is still with her she will become pregnant straight away and this is bad for both the sow and her litter.

5. You can feel the pelvic separation before birth when the pelvic bones begin to separate.

The correct answer is True. 

The pelvic bones separate about 2 finger widths apart approximatly 24-48 hours before the birth. You can feel this by sliding one finger underneath the sow from behind and feeling in front of the vaginal area.

6. About how long does a normal birth usually last for?

The correct answer is 30 minutes. 

The birth should last up to 30 minutes depending on the size of the litter. If it is a small litter everything may be over and done with in under 10 minutes!!

7. How much does the average baby guinea pig weigh at birth?

The correct answer is 3-4 oz. 

Sometimes in a litter there are one or two babies that are smaller than the rest or one that is larger than the rest. Babies under 2.5 oz are unlikely to survive as they are too small and have usually been deprived of nutrients in the womb.

8. Baby guinea pigs are born pink and hairless.

The correct answer is False. Because of the long gestation time baby guinea pigs are born fully furred, eyes open and running around within hours of birth.

9. Baby guinea pigs are weaned at what age?

The correct answer is 3-4 weeks. 

Although baby guinea pigs nibble on pellets, hay and veggies from 1 day old they still need mum's milk for 3 weeks.

10. If a baby guinea pig is orphaned you can hand rear it.

The correct answer is True. The best way to hand rear a baby is by feeding it on 1/3 evaporated milk mixed with 2/3 water and thickened with a cereal based baby food.

11. How long is the life expectancy of a cavy?

The correct answer is 4-8 years. Most guinea pigs live for about 5 years but some can reach 8 or even 9 years old.

12. Penicillin is toxic to cavies.

The correct answer is True. Penicillin and anything derived from it have been shown to have a toxic effect on cavies.

13. The antibiotic most commonly given to guinea pigs is

The correct answer is Baytril. This is a safe antibiotic given for most infections and after op care.

14. How much water does the average adult cavy drink each day?

The correct answer is 85ml. A cavy drinks approximatly 8ml/100g of body weight per day. If you feed your cavy a lot of fruit and veg it may drink less because fruit/veg are mostly made of water.

15. At what age do most guinea pigs reach their adult size?

The correct answer is 8 months. The average adult guinea pig weighs 2-3 pounds. Guinea pigs gain about 4 grams per day until they reach their adult weight.

