First of all, Dialup. Dialup Internet connection is an Internet connection that is sent through on low frequency by telephone line. There is also a number one must dial in order to connect, and will disconnect if an incoming phone call disrupts the Internet connection, making this both slow and unreliable. However, because of this, the cost is very cheap.

Broadband Internet – or more commonly known as Cable – uses higher frequency than dialup, and thus is faster than dialup. Data is sent through the television cable, so the phone connection is free, and the modem translates the signals to their appropriate machine. It is always on, and 10 times faster than dialup. 

ASDL (Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line) is supposedly the fastest Internet connection, but is roughly on par with cable, and uses a telephone wire. However, the bandwidth (range of frequencies) is much higher than dialup so one can share the telephone wire. The data coming in is very fast, but the data sent back out to the Internet is three or four times slower than incoming data, and the speed will depend on how far away the Internet provider is. The farther away, the less speed and quality of service. Both Cable and ADSL are roughly $30 a month.

