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A New Lesson to be Learned

“One of them was why life did not fulfill all of youth’s dream. Why it must be so. Why one was forsaken…after love. ”(qt. on paragraph 61) These were Dodong’s lines that strikes me most. I sometimes ask these questions but I always say to myself that I will not be entering this kind of problem and if others do so it is their problem. But this short story changes my conception about this.    

I really enjoyed reading this short story written by Jose Garcia Villa entitled Footnote to Youth! 

Why? Imagine Dodong got angry with himself on the uncontrollable coming of children. And look at Teang who regretted being married with Dodong but still loving Dodong very much.


There are some parts of the short story that seems funny for me because it showed innocence--the couple's innocence. At a very young age the couple desired to get married thinking that they were old enough and can handle things. Again, after a while, they realized that they were still very young and should have controlled themselves not to be driven by their lusts. 


Premarital sex was what the lovers had done and with no doubt they enjoyed it. As a consequence the girl got pregnant. Yes, they love one another but there was a bigger reason why Dodong wanted to get marry Teang and that was because of an obligation--the first child of an upcoming family. If Dodong was not a responsible boy, he would not asked Teang's hands from her parents and accepted the obligation. He can flee to other places just like any teenagers are doing nowadays. And if that was the case, Teang may or may not want the baby anymore. She might be committing abortion. 


Dodong felt ashamed, and he should, to his mother because what he had done could also mean that his parents especially his mother lacked on giving reminders to him. Or the other way around was that he was just a hardheaded son. Either of the two but the issue here was the very fact that their parents accepted what they had done. Not all parents are like that of Dodong and Teang who were willing to support their children's decision. However if that was the case, the couple will be living without blessing from the church. And because it was not bind by God so there is a great possibility that a broken family may arise.  


This was the great mystery in the short story that I have discovered. At first, I wonder why Dodong's father did not act violently as Dodong revealed that he wanted to marry Teang. And I think that even though his father had a toothache, it was not the reason for his silence. At the end of the story when Blas informed Dodong, his father, that he wanted to marry Tona, Dodong was silent too but deep inside he was praying that his son would not get marry yet. Maybe the same feelings and thoughts ran within Dodong’s father in that same situation. In short Dodong's father had also done what Dodong done so he could not protested it same with Dodong. It was like an inherited sin accompanied with the above mentioned questions.


There were a lot of pains, tears, questions and sacrifices that the early married couple encountered. The author showed and described it in a funny sense. I like it! Dodong worked hard for his family and his girl wife did the laundry, cooking, taking care of the children, etc. And the fact that they had many children contributed to their hardships. These children were the fruit of their favorite past time as a means to forget their problems--enjoying themselves. Truly, they were adding another problem. This really shows the lacked of proper guidance towards family life.

 What if it was the case? Then this short story tells me that I can never say that I will not be involving in this kind of situation given that I am still a teenager who is curios too. Even if the setting of the short story was so remote, proven by the mentioning of the word "hilot", this situation happens too in urban places. Another proved to its being a remote area was no educational staff that was mentioned instead the appearance of carabaos and ricefields where Dodong worked. Still the event may be applicable to all sorts of life given that they are teenagers. It is advantage for those whom have been to school having enough education about early marriages but still it was not a guarantee because there are still a lot of teenagers in the city that involving on this thing. This short story reminded me to pursue my studies and do not, if ever, involved in any sexual relationship. The temptations are always there so better not or else my life would be bitter. This really proved that one is forsaken after love. I guess it is a statement of fact especially in our country--in our culture. 


I like this much for it talks about us youth. And I love it also because it is very Filipino-- I can easily relate on it.


More than that this short story gives me a very important advice and that is not to give grief to my parents who loves me more than anybody else in this world!

Jose Garcia Villa and other Filipino writers, thank you for your untiring efforts of giving reminders to the youth through your wonderful writings. Keep up the good work!  It opens my thoughts, connects me to my roots, gives me pleasure, molds my attitudes because in every reading there is a new lesson to be learned! 

