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I am writing this report to tell you about the history of piercing and the art of it all, also some extra information on piercing.

Piercing is a very ancient art used by many cultures for thousands of years.  They are used to express ones feeling or motion.   They are also used as a statement one may be trying to make.  For example, Roman centurions, Caesar’s elite, wore nipple rings as a sign of their virility and courage.  Navel piercing was a symbol of royalty among the ancient Egyptians, and Amazonian tribe hunters and gatherers wore bullrings to intimidate their prey and seem more frightening.  Western society is starting to comprehend the impact that body piercing can have on an individual and the community, especially the identity among people of similar interest or beliefs.

The ear lobe was probably man’s first attempt at body piercing.  The oldest mummified body in the world was found frozen in an Austrian Glacier in 1991; test showed that the body was over 5,000 years old.  The body had pierced ears and the holes had been enlarged to 7-11mm diameter.  

Ears were probably first pierced for magical reasons, very many tribes believe that demons can enter the body through the ear, since demons are supposed to be repelled by metal, ear-piercing prevents them from entering the body.  Sailors used to have an ear pierced to improve their eyesight, and if the bodies washed up somewhere it was used to help pay for a burial.  In some societies ear piercing is done as a puberty ritual, in Borneo the mother and father each pierce an ear as a symbol to represent the child’s dependence on their parents.  

During the Elizabethan era many famous men such as Shakespeare, Sir Walter Raleigh and Francis Drake wore gold earrings.  

So body piercing isn't a fad, which is the label given by

critics.  It is a lost art that is growing again in popularity,

attracting people who aren't afraid to be unique, or stand out, and

just being different.

I looked up the text in this document online so it is not my personal writing.  If you personalize any of the text in this document and you do not approve of it being on my site then please email me and I will immediately remove it.   
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