
PRESS RELEASE

Immediate Release

The Ice House Theatre presents its 2005 Lobby Show

 The Turn of the Screw 

By Henry James, adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher

Classic Victorian drawing-room storytelling of specters and madness, 

innocence and corruption
CONTACT:

Heather Parish, Director

Heather@madwomansattic.net
www.madwomansattic.net

559-730-9106

ATTACHED:  promotional photo and flyer

additional promo photos for your use at www.madwomansattic.net

The Visalia Players presents its 2005 Lobby Show, the haunting Turn of the Screw, on October 14, 15, 20, 21 and 22 at the Ice House Theatre in Downtown Visalia. 

This provocative tale of horror and psychological intrigue, as adapted by award-winning playwright Jeffrey Hatcher, places at its center an English governess fraught with disturbing questions. Why was her young charge expelled from school? Why does his angelic young sister refuse to speak? Who is wandering the ramparts, luring the children down to the storm-tossed lake? Are they ghosts or are they the product of her fevered imagina​tion? Most disturbing of all, what if none of this is real? 

This particular version of Turn of the Screw is a tour-de-force for two actors. In adapting the James classic suspense thriller for the stage, Hatcher creates a dramatic piece that was true to the essence of Henry James’ story and themes. The ambiguity of the story is preserved and provides an opportunity for two bravura performances. 

Starring in the production will be Brooke Aiello as the impassioned and impressionable governess and Thomas Nance in no fewer than four roles-- including the earthy housekeeper and the troubled ten-year-old-boy, Miles.   

“In this thought-provoking spooky tale, we’ve done away with the smoke and mirrors of haunted houses and slasher films,” says director Heather Parish.  “Instead, we’re highlighting the intensity of the emotion and the rawness of having two actors tell this complicated and imaginative story in an intimate setting-- the darkened confines of the Ice House lobby.  It is very reminiscent of the setting in which the classic ghost story was written. It is powerful and immediate and very chilling.”

Among the best of the psychological horror genre, Turn of the Screw was first published in 1898. In 1950, William Archibald wrote a stage adaptation he titled The Innocents. That version sired a 1954 opera by Benjamin Britten and a 1961 movie starring Deborah Kerr as the governess.

The Turn of the Screw will run October 14, 15, 20, 21, and 22 at 8 p.m. in the lobby of the Ice House Theatre, corner of Race and Santa Fe in Visalia.  Tickets are $10 on Fridays and Saturdays.  Thursday night is $8.  Reservations are recommended as there is limited seating.  Call (559) 734-3900 for reservations.  Click to www.visaliaplayers.org for further information.  

