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Have you been to Scarborough Faire?

Fresno City College Renaissance Festival returns for its 16th year.
Fresno City College and St. Henry’s Guild are excited to present the 16th Annual Fresno City College Renaissance Festival on Saturday, March 17 and Sunday, March 18 on the FCC West Lawn.  An annual fund raiser for a local charity, this year the Festival’s proceeds will benefit the restoration of the Historic FCC Administration Building to its former glory.  

This year, performers and volunteers from all over California will transform the West Lawn into the merchant village of Scarborough, on the east coast of England.  Scarborough was traditionally the host to a 45 day international trading event called Scarborough Faire (thus the title of the traditional song, famously covered by Simon and Garfunkel!).  During this event, merchants, military, tradesmen and nobles from all over England, Ireland and the Continent converged upon Scarborough to trade in goods.  

Vendors from all over the western states will be on hand to sell their beautiful hand-crafted wares, from weaponry to leatherwork to jewelry and much more.  Hundreds of costumed performers will recreate the early reign of Queen Elizabeth I at the onset of their Golden Age.  
Brooke Aiello (Queen Titania in last summer’s Woodward Shakespeare Festival production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream) will be on hand portraying the Virgin Queen as she visits the people of her realm.  

And, in honor of St. Patrick’s day, a group of 16th century Irish re-enactors, Tuath Ui Niall (translates to ‘The House of O’Neil’), will play a major role in the life of Scarborough Village as the Irish come to town ready for a fight with their traditional English rivals. 

The entire day will be filled with the sights, sounds, conflicts and joys of the Golden Age of England as families enjoy excellent shopping, period food, and entertainments by the finest jugglers, singers, and actors of the realm!   School groups,  families and those interested in a more in-depth historical experience are encouraged explore the Village with the Passport Through Time, attend the guided walking tour of the site’s presentations, and ask the performers questions about their role in the village.  Stay all day and experience a taste of what a bustling English village might have been like almost 500 years ago!

Admission is $6 for adults, $4 for children or student groups high school and under (student body cards required).  $1 off with the donation of a non-perishable food item to benefit the Community Food Bank.   For more information, contact Festival Chair Heather Parish at (559) 591-1794 or sainthenrysguild@yahoo.com.  
Brooke Aiello (playing QEI) and chair Heather Parish or available for phone or e-mail interviews.  Brooke:  (559) 901-1022 or brookelynne2@yahoo.com  Additional promotional photos for media use are available online at www.geocities.com/sainthenrysguild/fccpromophotos 
