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The Importance of Being Earnest  takes the stage at the Icehouse Theatre
The Visalia Community Players at the Icehouse Theatre launches 2005 with Oscar Wilde’s signature work The Importance of Being Earnest.

Set at the end of Victoria's reign in England, the witty comedy of manners revolves around a series of mistaken identities. Jack Worthing (Chase Darwin) and Algernon Moncrieff (Tim Anderson) both enjoy pretending to be different people in the country and in town. Both pretend to be a man named Ernest, since their loves, Cecily (Lisa Greer) and Gwendolen (Becky Jordan), insist they can only marry a man by that "earnest" name. A heated rivalry occurs when the two women first meet and think they are engaged to the same man. Add the magnificently imposing Lady Bracknell (Debbie Walker), a bachelor rector (Sean McMichael), a romantic governess (Brooke Aiello), two feisty parlormaids (Mollie Adams-Denner, Tangie Scott), and a dubious story about a handbag. . . the result is a delightful entertainment as cool as a cucumber sandwich.  

Heather Parish, a long-time fan of Wilde's pristine language, is directing the production. An elegant garden-style unit set serves as the backdrop for Wilde's verbal pyrotechnics while an elaborate period costume design emphasizes the colorful characters.  Working as an ensemble, the cast has produced a delightful entertainment as fresh and funny as when it was first performed in 1895. 

The Importance of Being Earnest runs January 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, and 29 at the Icehouse Theatre, corner of Race and Santa Fe in Downtown Visalia.  Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. for evening shows and 2 p.m. for Sunday matinees.  Tickets are $8-$10 and reservations may be made by calling 734-3900.  Click to www.visaliaplayers.org for more information.  

