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April is Enchanted at the Ice House Theatre

Enchanted April opens April 21st.

"Were it only that some enchantment would step in for us all, to change what we have for what we wish for. To bridge the awkward gap between all of our many befores and afters."

The Visalia Community Players are pleased to present the acclaimed jewel, Enchanted April by Matthew Barber, which was nominated for the Tony for Best Play in 2003.  


The year is 1922, and two rain-soaked London housewives, Rose and Lotty, join glamorous socialite Lady Caroline and lonely widow Mrs. Graves in a rented castle in Italy for the month of April. There, under cascading wisteria and Mediterranean sunshine, their spiritually dampened lives blossom, and they are transformed. It’s a captivating, story of rebirth and renewal, reminding us life can take new turns if we discover the enchantment that lies within.
Continuing in her love for exquisite literary adaptations and theatrical classics, director Heather Parish (Turn of the Screw, The Importance of Being Earnest) has staged this adaptation of Elizabeth von Arnim’s 1922 novel with a modern-looking twist.  The unit set employs the use of a scrim and an effects projector to achieve an updated version of an art nouveau design.

The centerpiece of the production, however, is the engaging cast.  

Rose and Lotty—the heart of the story—are portrayed by Linnea George and Kristin Lyn Crase.  Crase is a Tulare native who studied at Pacific Conservatory of the Performing Arts and produced an all-female production of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night in Tulare in 2004.  George, an accomplished violinist, is a newcomer to the area and an alumnus of the University of Illinois.  She most recently appeared with the Woodward Shakespeare Festival at the Rogue Festival in Fresno.  

Also onstage are Ice House veterans Peg Collins (Mrs. Graves), Brooke Aiello (Lady Caroline), Craig Wilson (Mellersh Wilton), and Tom Nance (Frederick Arnott).  Rounding out the cast are Randi Saul-Olson as the colorful Italian cook and Chase Darwin as Wilding, the castle’s dashing owner.  

The Los Angeles Times called Enchanted April “a lush, thoroughly refreshing theatrical holiday.  Escape has seldom seemed so sweet.”  It runs April 21, 22, 28, 29, May 4, 5, 6 at 7:30 p.m. and April 23 and 30 at 2 p.m.  Tickets are $10 on Fridays and Saturdays; $8 on  Thursdays and Sundays.  Reservations:  734-3900.  For more information click to www.madwomansattic.net
* * * * *

The Pay’s the Thing!

The Ice House Theatre is offering an additional performance of Enchanted April with NO BOX OFFICE!  That means that everyone in the community is invited to attend the performance for whatever donation they feel they can afford:  A few coins, a few bills, or a grand donation. . . they’ll all get you in the door!  Your admission is exactly what you can afford—or exactly what you think it is worth!
The Pay’s the Thing Performance of Enchanted April will be held at 2 p.m. on May 6th at the Ice House Theatre.  Reservations will not be taken for this performance.  General admission only.  Come out and enjoy some terrific theatre in your community!
