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Woodward Shakespeare Festival Produces Original Winning Play, All’s Red That’s Riding Hood, for Rogue Performance Festival 2008
Fresno, California, 2/6/2008 –The Woodward Shakespeare Festival will present the winning entry to its 2007 Playwright competition, an original play by Terrance V. Mc Arthur entitled “All’s Red that’ Riding Hood,” for five performances at the 2008 Rogue Performance Festival beginning February 29.  

In All’s Red that’s Riding Hood, a nearly-grown-up Little Red Riding Hood heads to her grandmother’s house alone after a warning by her father, Lord Woodman, of the dangers of the forest, where she encounters the exiled nobleman, DeWolf.  As the two continue down their respective paths, the tragic threads of their fates become inextricably entangled.  With elements such as an exiled nobleman in the forest, rival families and rash assumptions (and spoken all in blank verse), Mc Arthur has created a new work with decidedly Shakespearean themes.

Performance Dates, Times & Location:  All’s Red that’s Riding Hood will be presented at the Rogue Festival for 5 performances as follows: Fridays, February 29th and March 7th at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, March 1st at 6:15 p.m.; and matinees on  March 2nd and 8th at 2:30 p.m.  Location: California Arts Academy/Severance Building, 401 N. Wishon (at Floradora) in Fresno’s Tower District.  Tickets are $7, available in advance (Ph. (559) 498-3300) or at the door. (Rated PG 13 for some violent content).

The play will be directed by Heather Parish, whose previous directing credits include Enchanted April, Turn of the Screw and The Importance of Being Earnest for the Ice House Theatre in Visalia.  The cast, entirely from the South Valley, includes James Sherrill (DeWolf), Alicia Buss (Red Riding Hood), Thomas Nance (Lord Woodman Hood), and Randi Saul-Olson (Grandmother Hood).     

In 2007, WSF launched its first annual New Playwright Competition, offering emerging playwrights a monetary prize and a Rogue Festival production of a short play, with emphasis on Shakespearean themes and heightened language.  The goal of the competition is not to find the perfect play, but to encourage talented playwrights. 

For more information, please contact Woodward Shakespeare Festival’s Program Manager, Laura Vogt, Tel: 559.974.5601; Email: laura@allseasongraphicdesigns.co; Website:  www.woodwardshakespeare.org).  General information regarding the Rogue Festival may be found at www.roguefestival.com.

The Woodward Shakespeare Festival’s mission is to present live, readily accessible theatre that provides cultural edification, entertainment, and inspiration to all members of our community and California’s Central Valley. Past full-scale productions presented free-of-charge at Fresno, California’s Woodward Park have included Romeo & Juliet and Much Ado About Nothing (2005), A Midsummer Night’s Dream & Macbeth (2006), and Othello & Taming of the Shrew (2007). The 2008 Season will include Twelfth Night beginning June 26th and Hamlet beginning August 14th.  Each show runs for five weeks; overall attendance for the 2008 festival is expected to reach 15,000.  WSF also presents staged readings in collaboration with the Fresno County Libraries and the Fresno Unified School District.   
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