Mad Pride Meeting Minutes

Date:

4 October 2007
Venue:

Second Story, Prahran Mission

Attendees:  
Nick, Christie, Kim, NO, Nadine, Andre, Romy, Indigo
1. Discussed the use of the full stops in the M.A.D. Pride and how that helps people to know that we are using the word MAD as an acronym.
2. Indigo discussed the concerns raised by some participants about Mad Pride, in particular: people thinking we were part of an international organisation like Greenpeace, that we were too radical, and that the term MAD is offensive.  Nick suggested we give out the minutes from our first workshop whenever we introduce Mad Pride to people, as it outlines a lot of discussion around these issues.

3. Romy discussed the MAD Pride bed creative work, and we talked about how very few people have joined the creative work.  Romy suggested that we hold a series of creative workshops to boost involvement.  We agreed to the plan.

4. Discussed reduced turnout to meetings and agreed we need to hold some fun events as well as meetings.  These will be good forums for people to relax, chat about the issues, and also do some creative work.  We planned a sausage sizzle / creative workshop for 20 October.

ACTION:  Indigo to find out if anyone can give us some funding for the sausage sizzle.

5. We also agreed that everyone coming to meetings should be reminded that we want you to bring friends, family, etc along.

6. Discussed putting together an info pack for people on ‘coming out’.  Maybe called something like: ‘It’s OK 2 B MAD’.  Maybe include anecdotes too.

7. It was raised that we need to be aware that not everyone at our meetings has experienced a diagnosis of mental illness, mental illness or sensory difference.  While this will probably remain the majority of attendees, we should also consider that sometimes others will not understand or relate to things we describe.

8. We reviewed the Statement of Purpose and agreed that while the content was mostly good, that it needs some creative / design work.  

ACTION:  Initially NO &/or Indigo to look at redesigning it into a poster.

9. It was raised that some people have not been getting minutes and/or invites.  It was agreed that we need a better system for distributing information from all meetings and discussions.  We need one (or a few) central contact people.

ACTION:  At the start of each meeting, send around the list of contacts so people can add or update their details.  

10. Nick raised that the stencil group he spoke to have done preparatory work on printing t-shirts.  They will cost $12 each.  He is taking orders and will distribute an order form for those who want them.  

ACTION:  Nick to distribute order form for t-shirts.

Next meeting date to be advised (after Sausage Sizzle on 20 October).
