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In my opinion, the makeup artist is the guy (or girl) who does a hell of a lot of work but does not get that much recognition. Normally makeup people, apart from the Chief Makeup artist/Designer who's nearer the Top, usually get shoved down the credits way after the Chaps and Chapettes who sit at their computer screens all day. Makeup artists are usually relegated to being near the guy who provides lunch or the girl who gives out the cheques at the end of the day (but then again, these people are important too you know)  On these pages are a selection of Makeup Artists & Designers who have inspired me in my own work.


The Early Years 
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Smile Please!!#1
Lon Chaney in London After Midnight.
	Lon Chaney
The earliest Makeup artists in Hollywood were actors who applied their own makeup. The most famous of these was Lon Chaney, Chaney came from the theatre to the silent screen and brought his Stage makeup techniques with him. His most famous role was as The Phantom Of The Opera in which he used clear fish skin to lift his nose up, later he played Quasimodo in the Hunchback of Notre Dame, and was also one of the first "Vampires" in London After Midnight. (Left) Sadly, only pictures exist of "London" as my research tells me that no prints exist of the film. 


Chaney passed away in 1930 aged just 47, His son, Lon Jr, went on to become another horror icon, The Wolf Man, made up by the Granddaddy of all the make up artists that followed, Jack Pierce. Chaney's life story was told in the film Man Of A Thousand Faces starring James Cagney. 



	Jack Pierce
If you ask the average Joe-in-the-street who Jack Pierce is, they will probably look straight at you and say "HUH!!!" 
If however, you said "Remember Frankenstein", they will (more than likely) give you the story chapter and verse.  The sad thing is that Pierce is considered by many to be the first proper "Creature Creator", but his work is only now just starting to be accepted by the general public, even though, chances are , those same people have been using Pierce's Frankenstein makeup design every Halloween.
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A little off the top sir?
Jack Pierce makes up Lon Chaney Jr.
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Boris Karloff as the Mummified Im-Ho-Tep
	Pierce's C.V. reads as the back catalogue of Universal's Horror collection, not only did he create "Old Boltneck", but also The Mummy (Nick Dudman was tasked with updating the mummy for the 1999 re-make and it's 2001 sequel) And The Bride Of Frankenstein
(Elsa Lanchester who played her was married to Charles Laughton who played Quasimodo in a re-make of "Hunchback"). 
Pierce also designed a monkey makeup for The Monkey Talks, using only spirit gum and chamois that pre-dated the work of John Chambers. Later successes included the afore mentioned Wolf Man (see picture above right). However a change in management combined with budget restrictions due to World War 2 meant that Pierce was given the push and he completed his career in television. 




Other artists of this era include Emil LaVigne, Jack Dawn & William Tuttle who were responsible for the makeup's on The Wizard of Oz. Dawn would go on to do the Morlocks in The Time Machine and several different makeup's on Tony Randal in The 7 Faces Of Dr. Lao. (It won him an Oscar).



The Middle Years 
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Two pictures of Fred Phillips, on the left as a young Makeup artist in 1940 with Boris Karloff, and on the right with his wife Jean towards the end of their lives.
	Fred Phillips 
Fred Philips is best known for bringing Mr. Spock to life in Star Trek, however he did not start his career making Aliens. Born in 1908 in Raleigh, North Carolina, U.S.A., Fred moved with his father Festus, a silent film actor, to Hollywood at age 3.   When Festus failed to make it to the "talkies" due to his deep Southern accent, he switched to full time makeup artist, he also Co-Founded The Motion Picture Makeup Artists' Association with Perc Westmore, the uncle of  Michael Westmore.


Fred got a job as a makeup apprentice, within a few years he had a virtual Who's Who of  Hollywood Actresses that included: Clara Bow, Carole Lombard, Marlene Deitrich & Greta Garbo amongst others.  He also worked with Actors like Ray Milland, Boris Karloff and several times with Nelson Eddy. 
In 1963, Fred began working on the original The Outer Limits, and 2 years later he was asked to do the first pilot for Star Trek.  That first pilot episode was not easy, due to the fact that he not only had to makeup Spock, but he also had to design the huge headed Talosians, design the Rigellian Warrior, and make Actress Susan Oliver into a Green skinned Slave girl and a mutated wreak. Luckily The Outer Limits had prepared him and he pulled it off.  When the show became a full series, Fred pulled off one memorable makeup after another, even going so far as to age Bill Shatner so that he looked about 100 years old. 
	When the show ended in 1969, Fred did other things, including giving Patrick Duffy webbed fingers for The Man From Atlantis.  In 1978, Paramount Pictures decided to scrap the plans they had for a new Star Trek TV. show and started plans for Star Trek: The Motion Picture, Fred returned to the production team and started to re-design makeup's that he had created for the original series as well as designing new makeup's for the film.
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Left: Fred gives Susan Oliver a galactic makeover for the first Star Trek pilot.
Right: "Smile please"#2, The Klingons get new foreheads & teeth for their appearance in ST: The Motion Picture


However,  now he had a Motion Picture Budget.  One of the re-designs was the Klingons.   Originally, they were to have had lumpy foreheads, but a TV budget stopped that from happening.  The lack of money was also the reason why the Romulans & Vulcans did not appear very much, rubber ears cost a fair bit.  For the movies, Fred made the Klingons the way he had wanted to see them from the beginning, a look that continues to this day.
Fred was offered Star Trek II: The Wrath Of Khan, however due to his failing eyesight and loss of depth perception, he was unable to take the Job and shortly after, he retired from the makeup business.   In 1983, Fred Phillips received a Lifetime Achievement Award from The Society Of Operating Cameramen. 
 

Fred passed away on the 21st of March 1993.   Jean, his wife of 27 years, passed away on the 8th of September 1996. 
This biography is respectfully dedicated to them. 
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Left:John Chamber gets a makeover from one of his "Apes"
Right: John, in 1998, chats about his work on Planet Of the Apes.
	John Chambers 
John Chambers began his Makeup career not in Hollywood, but in The U.S. Army Medical Corps. 
During World War II, Chambers worked at a Veterans Hospital, designing Prosthetic Limb Replacements for soldiers. 
In the 1950's, he arrived in Hollywood, figuring that he could use his craft in the new medium of Television, he was right. Before long he was designing makeup's for Classic Sci-Fi shows like The Outer Limits, Lost In Space AND he designed Mr. Spock's ears for the Original Star Trek.


However, John Chambers really made his mark on the film industry with a little film called Planet Of The Apes.  Arthur. P. Jacobs, a respected producer, had decided to make a motion picture based on the novel Monkey Planet by Pierre Boulle.  Boulle's previous work, The Bridge On The River Kwai had already made it to the big screen and Jacobs hoped to do the same with Monkey Planet. 

	However, he needed to make sure that the concept of  talking apes was not laughed at, so he commissioned a test reel.
Filmed on March 8th 1966, the makeup for the test was prepared by Ben Nye. He made-up Hollywood Legend Edward. G. Robinson as Zaius the Orang-utan, James Brolin as Cornilius the Chimp, and a young Contract player named Linda Harrison as Zira.
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Edward. G. Robinson, James Brolin & Linda Harrison in the1966 makeup test film. Makeup created by Ben Nye.


The test worked, but with one difference, instead of  Ben Nye, the studio needed someone who could do Prosthetics, and Chambers fit the bill perfectly. Nye stayed with the production, creating the different greasepaint colours and hues that would differentiate the various species of apes. (These days his sons, Ben Jr & Dana continue his work by supplying Makeup materials, staff and other services to the Film Industry, as well as teaching videos to the General public.) 

During an extremely short Pre-production time, Chambers worked around the clock to get the appliances ready, going so far as to hiring extras to get the Makeup's right before the actors arrived and shooting had to start.  During shooting, other films in Hollywood were delayed because "Planet" needed so many qualified artists for all the Apes. 
Chambers told his "Apes" not to eat hard foods so that the chins would not pop loose, but actors will be actors and he and the other artists were forever taking peas and carrots from inside the little trench behind the apes' "teeth". 
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John Chambers receives his Oscar from Walter Matthaw & Friend
	In the end however, the hard work paid off, John Chambers received Critical acclaim from the fans of the film AND the establishment,  He received a special Oscar from Walter Matthaw and hairy friend, in a time before the Best Makeup Oscar had been thought of.  Sadly, the studio lowered the budgets on all the remaining Apes films, so that background apes were fitted with Latex masks, a painfully obvious budget saver. Luckily, the Mutant human makeup's toward the end of the first sequel were excellent, based on sketches in Grays Anatomy books, which showed a human face devoid of the Dermal Layer.  30 or so years after the release of the original film, John Chambers makeup is still considered by many to be a classic. 


	Far left is Roddy McDowell as Cornelius.   Near left is a pic of James Gregory after the gorilla face appliance has been applied but before the application of his ears, grease paint & hair pieces. He played General Ursus, the gorilla who  maintained "The only good human is a dead human"
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John Chambers passed away on the 25th of August 2001, this biography is dedicated to his memory. 



Modern Times
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	Dick Smith
Dick Smith is not just a makeup artist, he's a teacher. He has been known to go as far as Japan teaching makeup artists the craft. Among the things he has created is a column in Makeup Artist Magazine (A U.S. publication that is available in specialist shops in the U.K.), as well as his Monster Makeup Handbook, first published in 1965 and then again in 1996, the second version featured an introduction by Rick Baker.


Smith is, of course, a Makeup artist with over 50 year experience. He started in 1945 at NBC -TV in New York. Later in 1961 he moved into films, and they have included: Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World , Little Big Man, The Godfather, The Exorcist (assisted by Baker), Altered States, The Hunger (assisted by Nick Dudman) & Amadeus (for which he received the 1984 Best Makeup Oscar.



	Rick Baker
There are some people who throw themselves into their work. (and I'm not talking about professional bungee jumpers either). For the last 30 odd years, Rick Baker has not only transformed actors into strange creatures but himself as well. One of his more his most recent stints behind the mask was as a chimp extra in Tim Burton's Re -working of Planet of the Apes, and further back in his career he has played King Kong in the 1976 re-make, A chimp in Greystoke: The Legend of Tarzan - Lord of the Apes(1984), and Sidney the Gorilla in The Incredible Shrinking Woman(1981) with Lilly Tomlin. Not bad for a lad who started making monsters in his garden shed before he had reached his teenage years.
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During the Making of Michael Jackson's Thriller (in which he played a zombie as well as creating the Prosthetics ) he was asked: "What were you like when you were 10 years old?". "Pretty Strange" Baker answered with a grin.  Nuff' said I guess. Mr. Baker's been a busy chap since 1971 when he did the Effects and Makeup on Schlock, he won his first Oscar for An American Werewolf in London(1981 )(It wasn't just his first - it was the first Oscar Specifically for Makeup to be presented by the Academy, previously makeup artist John Chambers had received a "Special Oscar" for his Makeup on the original Planet of the Apes). Baker also added his expertise to a Bond film, Live & Let Die(1973) but don't try to find his name in the credits cause it's not there. He was also Second Unit Makeup on the Cantina scene in Star Wars(He designed The Hammerheads). Rick is now known to thousands of wannabe Makeup artists and horror fans around the world, with the other Oscars he has won over the years as well as countless other awards, he is at the top of many Hollywood directors wish lists among a small but select group of other Artists. 
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	Stan Winston.
Stan Winston didn't arrive in Hollywood with the decision to become one of the best makeup artists in the Business, No, Like so many other hopefuls he wanted to be an actor. However, acting jobs were not readily available at the time so he took a job at the Make -up Department of The Walt Disney Studios. He wasn't disappointed as when he was a kid he'd made masks and puppets. While he was at Disney he made the decision to leave acting to others and started to craft himself a new career.


Stan got his first award - An Emmy (The TV equivalent of an Oscar) - when he did the makeup and FX on Gargoyles(1972) Then he gained another (shared with Rick Baker) for turning Cicely Tyson into Miss Jane Pittman. His first film was W.C. & Me(1976) when he made up Rod Stieger into W.C. Fields, He moved on to creating ALL the Makeup FX for The Wiz(1978) (Some years later he would work with Michael Jackson, who played the Scarecrow, on Ghosts, Michael's Music Video Mini film). Stan also updated the Wookies in The Star Wars Holiday Special by adding facial movements to the Masks of Chewbacca's Family.

	Winston hit the REALLY big time when James Cameron asked him to do the effects on The Terminator(1984), He then created the Alien Queen for Aliens(1986), It got him his first Oscar. Since then Stan has one a few more of the little gold Statues, Most notably for the Dinosaurs in Jurassic Park (1993). Stan is also a co-founder of Digital Domain, the visual effects company.
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More recently Cameron was linked to the Re-make of Planet of the Apes, Winston's Studio started doing makeup tests for the Apes, having already made realistic Gorillas for the movie of Michael Crichton's Congo, but when Cameron moved on from the project so did Winston and the job went to Rick Baker. 
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	Michael Westmore
Michael Westmore is not just known as the current Makeup Designer on Star Trek. Nope, he is a member of a makeup dynasty that has been supplying Hollywood with Movie Monsters and so on since the beginning of the movie age. 
Michael's Grandfather, George, started Hollywood's first makeup department in 1917, his 6 sons would go on to practically run all the departments in Hollywood (with a few exceptions):


Michael's father Mont was head of Makeup at Selznick -International, working on Classics like Rebecca and Gone With the Wind. Perc headed the Department at Warner Bros and Co-founded The Motion Picture Makeup Artists' Association with Festus Phillips (The father of Fred Phillips), Ern was head of makeup at R.K.O. and then later at 20th Century Fox, Wally was chief of the makeup staff at Paramount and was responsible for Frederick March's Transformation into Mr Hyde in 1931's Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, it helped March win an Oscar. Frank was head of makeup on The Ten Commandments, and finally Bud created the Gill Man for The Creature From The Black Lagoon while he ran Universal's Makeup Department.
It was Bud that got the young Michael on to the path he is on today, by getting him an Apprenticeship at Universal in 1961. During this time, he learnt his craft carefully, picking up information from whoever would teach him, including John Chambers, who came to Universal from TV Network N.B.C.
In 1965, Westmore became Assistant Department head and when John Chambers left to do Planet Of The Apes, he had to run the Foam Lab as well. While he was with Universal, Westmore was involved with just about every film that needed appliance work. In 1971, Westmore left Universal to go freelance, he worked for a time with Sid and Marty Croft on several T.V. shows, one of which , The Land Of The Lost, got him an Emmy award nomination in 1976. He also worked for a time in partnership with his brother Marvin, who now runs the House Of Westmore makeup school. But it was in films where Westmore became most recognized. First came Rocky, then Capricorn 1, Raging Bull, Clan Of The Cave Bear and 2010. 2010 gave Westmore a bit of a challenge as he was required to re -create the old age make up from 2001, but with one slight problem. He had no photos to go from, so the studio had to blow up individual frames of film for him to use as reference. But the film that won him the Oscar was Mask, starring Eric Stolz as Rocky Dennis, a young boy born with rare disorder which caused his bones to grow out of proportion and which eventually killed him. Cher also starred as his mother. After doing Masters Of The Universe, Westmore was offered the job of Makeup Designer on Star Trek: The Next Generation at Paramount, where Uncle Wally had worked years before, that turned into Deep Space 9, Voyager and now Enterprise, but that has not stopped him working on the movies Generations, First Contact, Insurrection & Nemisis. Here's a quick look at some of the characters we've met over the last few years.

	On the Right are the three most recent Chancellors of the Klingon High Council. Near Right is K'mpec played by Charles Cooper, In the middle is Gowron played by Robert O'Reilly & Far Right is Martock played by J.G.Herzler. All these characters have distinctivly designed head pieces as well as the interlocking nose pieces that were created when the show began + Martock has a gouged eye socket similar to the eyepiece that Mike made for Crebb The Neanderthal in Clan Of The Cave Bear.
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	On the Far Left is fan favorite Morn (Mark Allan Shepherd). He was created for the Background in Quark's Bar on Deep Space 9, but he became such a popular character, he ended up being mentioned in several episodes and even got his own episode, AND HE NEVER SAID A WORD IN SEVEN YEARS!!!!! 


In the middle is Voyager's 7 of 9 (Jeri Ryan) She first appeared as a full Borg, which meant Ms. Ryan sitting in the Makeup chair for 5 HOURS on her first day of shooting. Thankfully she later only needed a few smaller pieces glued on ( I bet she's a lot happier for that). Lastly, Ru'afo (F. Murrey Abraham), a So'na leader from Insurrection, he is based on the most over the top facelift you can imagine ( In the story, his face is nailed to the top of his skull-OUCH!!)



	OPTIC NERVE
Optic Nerve, the team behind the makeup on Babylon 5 & Buffy The Vampire Slayer , was started when John Vulich and Everett Burrell went freelance. They got the job doing the makeup on Babylon 5 after Criswell Productions did the pilot. For the series, O.N. made Ambassadors Delen and G'Kar look more Human, Londo lost a few years and the station swelled in numbers of aliens over 5 years. 
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	Later, O.N. got the job on Buffy, basing their vampires on the concepts created by The Burman Studios, who did the makeup's for the "mini pilot", the short film that Joss Whedon took to the Studios to sell the Series. Over the years, O.N. designed hundreds of Vampires, demons and other weird creatures that inhabit Sunnydale, including The Master, The Judge, the gluttonous demon Balzathar and the Demonoid, Adam.


Added to that, they also managed to "Vampire-ize" Buffy, Willow, Xander and made a demon out of Giles. Over the years they had the help of makeup supervisor Todd McIntosh (above left with David Boreanaz). For more info on Buffy, try any search engine and type "Buffy The Vampire Slayer".



Other Artists include: Alec Gillis and Tom Woodruff Jnr(The Sixth Day, Mortal Kombat, Alien3), Toby Lindala(The X-Files), Bob Kurzman, Greg Nicotero & Howard Berger aka KNB EFX(Army of Darkness, In The Mouth Of Madness) , And Rob Bottin (pronounced Bo-teen)(The Thing, Legend,Total Recall).



