La Classe de français          Wilbraham Middle School               September 2006


Madame D. Grady                       Grade 7  Firebolts                        Room 23





COURSE DESCRIPTlON: 	


      This course is an introductory class, the first half of French I. Speaking and comprehension of  French will be practiced through a variety of methods: dialogues, paired activities, role-plays, cooperative learning groups, and the use of audio CDs.  Reading, writing, and grammar skills will be practiced using the textbook, workbooks, puzzles, practice sheets, etc.  The culture of the Francophone (French speaking) world will be introduced through readings, audio and video tapes, films, the Internet (when available), and authentic materials.  The textbook series Discovering French (Valette and Valette, 2001) will be used.


      The foreign language courses are aligned with the National Standards in Foreign Language and the Massachusetts State Frameworks. Five strands are emphasized in foreign language instruction: Communication, Culture, Comparisons, Connections, and Community.  Every effort will be made to make connections between the student’s language study and his or her daily life, and prepare the students to be members of a global community.


       


STUDENT EXPECTATIONS:


        Students will be expected to have good school attendance and arrive punctually to class each day.  It is expected that students will conduct themselves in a quiet, orderly manner and are respectful of others in the class.  Unnecessary talking and any rude, inappropriate behavior will result in: 1. a warning or two to the student   2. communication to the parent  3. official disciplinary actions such as detention or referral to the assistant principal.  Negative behavior disrupts class and will adversely affect a student’s class participation grade.


      All school rules that are covered in the Student Handbook will be followed and enforced in this class. Respect is one of our most important core values. Students must be able to respect school staff, school property, their peers, the educational process and themselves. Students should come prepared to class with a (covered) textbook, notebook (a three ring binder), completed homework and writing instruments. A student who does not come prepared with the proper materials may have points deducted from his or her participation total.  A student cannot fully participate if he or she does not have the proper materials.


         Students should maintain a positive attitude and put forth an effort on all tasks.  Students will work cooperatively with others and participate in all learning activities on a daily basis. 








GRADING POLICY:


      Students will be evaluated by tests (40%), quizzes (30%), homework (20%) and class participation (10%). [Percentages are approximate and depend on the number of these assessments per marking period.] Special projects, notebooks, written assignments and other alternative assessments will be used alongside traditional tests and quizzes. There is no retaking of tests or quizzes because I do not give these evaluations until I am sure the material is covered completely.  Students must make up missed work in a timely manner. Students are to take responsibility for their own learning and follow the assignments as outlined by the teacher. It is the student’s responsibility to approach the teacher upon their return from an absence to obtain the missed assignments. 


     Class participation will be graded. Class participation is the oral practice of the language by interacting with the teacher and classmates.  It includes answering questions, reading aloud, the attempt to communicate in the target language, and staying on task during oral pair and group assignments. Participation also includes: class preparation, listening and frequency of use of the foreign language.   Class participation is not something that can be “made up after school”, so fooling around in class and poor attendance will affect this grade.








HOMEWORK POLICY:


      Homework is designed to reinforce and practice what is learned in class. Assignments are given at least four days a week. Assignments may be oral practice, or vocabulary study as well as written work.  Credit will be given if the student shows a reasonable effort [mostly complete], 2. care [neatly done], and 3. accuracy in preparing the homework. Homework grading will consist of � SYMBOL 8240 \f "TI-83p Mini Sans" \s 12�+ ,� SYMBOL 8240 \f "TI-83p Mini Sans" \s 12� ,� SYMBOL 8240 \f "TI-83p Mini Sans" \s 12�- based on the above criteria. Late assignments will be accepted one day late (only) for half credit. (until Oct. 1) and agendas will be stamped requiring a parent signature.  After Oct. 1, the Firebolt team teachers will no longer accept late homework for credit.  However, homework is a reinforcement of concepts taught in class and it should still be completed and placed in binder or folder.  Homework assignments will be either checked in class by teacher and corrected in class or collected by the teacher and corrected. If a student is absent due to illness, he or she is to consult with the teacher on the day they return to school for his� or her missing assignments. Homework assignments are due the next class period unless otherwise specified. It is important that the student keep up with assignments from the beginning.  The children are expected to complete the given assignments from this class. No “extra credit” assignments will be given.  Students should save all homework assignments to keep as a record until the end of the marking period. Homework, test and quiz dates will be written on a “homework board” in my room and I will also do my absolute best to keep assignments posted accurately on www.schoolnotes.com











MISCELLANEOUS: 


       I will be available Tuesdays after school for extra help.  If there are any questions or concerns about this class and your child, please contact me at the school. You may also contact me through schoolnotes.com.


       My class web site is http://www.geocities.com/madamegrady  


I will try to have links posted to help your child practice French on the Internet.  I take care to post appropriate sites but due to the constant change on the Web, please supervise your children! 


     In closing, I realize that most of you probably don’t speak a lot of French (or have long forgotten that high school French!) so you might find it difficult to help your child.  I never expect that the children will get help at home.  I would appreciate if you would ask your child occasionally “What did you learn in French this week?” or “What can you say in French?” etc. You may be able to help drill them with flashcards or just encourage them to get really involved in class!  Thank you [Merci] for your support.








I look forward to working with your child this year!!





        Mrs. D. Grady     





	


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


By signing below the student and parent have acknowledged reading this letter and understand the expectations of the French class and agree to cooperate to ensure the completion of a successful year of foreign language study for the student.  


 


Student’s signat�ure __________________________________  class block _________





Parent or Guardian’s signature  __________________________________





Phone # where parent can be reached during the day:  ________________________





Date ______________________ email address:__________________________





Please check one:


*** My child __________  has     _________ does not have  access to the Internet for occasional assignments.








PLEASE RETURN SIGNED BOTTOM PORTION TO MRS. GRADY.  
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