The Miniature Fairbairn-Sykes:
At Last, the True Story
By Leroy Thompson

A few years ago, I was at a gun and knife show, standing in front of a display which included some interesting Fairbairn-Sykes Knives. A passerby stopped and started a discussion with the tables resident, and I, of course, listened. One point the questioner raised was about miniature Fairbairn-Sykes knives. He had been told there were no authentic miniatures, a fact which the speaker claimed had been explained to him by Leroy Thompson, which he emphasized by pointing to a copy of my book “Commando Dagger.”
Three things were of special interest to me about this conversation. First, I had never before seen the person I had supposedly told  miniatures didn’t exist. So I assume the previous encounter had taken place during some out-of-body experience. Second, I had a miniature in my briefcase at the time, which I had brought to show a friend. But since it didn’t exist, I left it there. Third, this is typical of the myths which which often surround the Fairbairn-Sykes knife.

History Clouded in Mystery

Though the F-S is perhaps the most recognizable fighting knife of all time, many aspects of its history are clouded in mystery, misconception, and misunderstanding. Since the early development of the knife took place during Britain’s darkest hours of WW-II, and few of those involved in the development are alive today, this is somewhat understandable.
Still, in a quarter century of collecting Fairbairn-Sykes knives I’ve concluded  that two area’s seem especially fascinating yet un-recorded – the early development of the of the prototype knife in Shanghai (See Tactical Knives Winter ’95 issues) and the miniature F-S “Agents Knives.” I use the term “Agents Knives” because this is the term the knives were known by among most of those who used them in WW-II. 
Stephens, in his book “Fighting Knives” states that all miniature F-S’s had ivorine hilts. There may well have been some small presentation knives up this way by Wilkinson Sword, but none of the dozen or more Agents Daggers I own has such a hilt. Also, I know of only one real “miniature” F-S. About one-third the length of a 1st pattern F-S, this true miniature was fabricated by Wilkinson Sword and has the WSC marking on the blade. When I acquired it, I was told that it had been carried in a wallet by Wilkinson Sword representative. It is quite possible he had it made up to his own order as a novelty. In any case, it’s the only real “miniature” F-S I know of made by Wilkinson.

¾ Scale Daggers

Most Agents Daggers are what sophisticated F-S collectors as ¾-scale knives. They’re not rally, thought, as most run about 65% the size of the 1st pattern F-S. There are also what are normally known as 7/8-scales F-S’s. These are also slightly smaller than the name implies, actually running about $80 of the size of a full-scale 1st Pattern.
Agents Daggers seem to have made up primarily on a custom basis for the following groups: Members of the BCRA (DeGualle’s Secret Service); X-Troop, #10 Commando (the German speaking troop of the Inter-Allied Commando, who were often used for behind the lines operations); members of the SOE; Commando’s with smaller hands; and others who wanted an F-S which could be worn concealed up a sleeve or a pant leg.
The larger 7/8-scales daggers were most likely for those with smaller hands, but as I’ve seen shoulder harnesses, some were likely sold as well to those wanting better concealment than possible with the full-sized F-S. At least one group of ¾-size F-S’s was reportedly made up on the order of the Earl of Suffolk.
Based on my research, there appears to have been three makers of Agents Daggers. Wilkinson Sword is, of course, and even made some ¾-sized S-guard stilettos. John Paisley, the Scottish cutler who supplied all sorts of edged weapons to the World War II special forces, was another maker of Agents Daggers. Paisley’s daggers were often favoured over Wilkinson’s due to the formers access to better steel, since the proprietor reportedly worked out as deal with the crews of the “Shetland Bus,” which inserted agents into Norway to bring back high-quality Swedish Steel. The final manufacturer was Alcock & Pierce, the Australian firm which supplied clandestine forces in the pacific with numerous types of blades.

X Troop Commandos

As was previously mentioned, ¾- or 7/8-scale F-S knives were normally made up as custom orders. As a result, there are many interesting variations. My own favourites are some of those for members of X Troop of 10 Commando. Since those serving in X Troop were often Jews or others who had left Germany for their safety, they faced especially hash punishment of captured. As a result, at least a few Agents Daggers made up for members of X Troop were designed so that the hilt could be unscrewed, to reveal a suicide capsule. X Troop members also had full-sized F-S daggers, which un-screwed to reveal a compartment for a spring loaded suicide capsule. 
Another interesting X Troop variant incorporates a Garrote wound around the hilt. Although this is an admirable attempt to double duty, I find that it makes the hilt uncomfortable for blade use, and the knife is a bit cumbersome for use in a proper loop, twist, heave-over-the-shoulder garroting technique taught most special operations troops during World War II.
My own favourite X Troop Agents Dagger is one of the two “Slab Sided” models I own. One of the greatest criticisms of the Fairbairn-Sykes knives by Commandos, and others who used them was that they had a tendency to roll or twist in the hand due to the hilts design. The slab sided Agents Daggers had flat scales instead of the traditional coke-bottle shape. One X Troop example I have belonged to an Alsatian commando who hated Gestapo and SS troops so much, he marked the hilt of his Agents Dagger with an O each time he killed one. The hilt exhibits 6 marks! My other slab-sided dagger, made by John Paisley, has finely polished ebony stocks.
As I already mentioned some Agents Daggers were miniature versions of the 1st pattern F-S with S guard and knurled coke bottle hilt. More common, however, seem to be the ribbed aluminium hilted versions. One of my most treasured Agents Daggers is one of these models which was carried by a friend of mine who served in the SAS during WW-II and with one of the British intelligence services after the war. He carried this Agents Dagger for well over 20 years. There were also smaller copies of the French F-S with its distinctive hilt, and one of the Polish Airborne F-S, with its smooth hilt – perhaps the rarest of all Agents Daggers.

Wide Variety of Sheaths

Certainly as widely varied as the styles of Agents Daggers were the sheaths chosen to carry them. Once again, the custom nature of these knives ,ales the diversity of the sheaths more logical. My own favourite is the arm or calf sheath, which allowed the knife to be worn on the forearm under a coat or on the calf, with the hilt downward for draw from beneath trousers. Other sheaths were scaled down versions of the standard F-S sheath meant to be worn on a belt or sewn to the trousers. Still others incorporated a button hole, so the knife could be buttoned inside the trousers by affixing to a suspender attachement or a button sewn in especially for the blade. Another system presents one of my 7/8-scale Agents Daggers in an upside down shoulder harness for wear under the arm dangling along the sides. Interestingly enough this was the method Yeaton and Fairbairn seemed to have developed for the original F-S style knife out of Shanghai. My slab-sided blade with the tally marks was carried in a flapped sheath around the neck. Agents Daggers were designed as very personal close-combat weapons, and the carry methods reflected the diversity of their wielders.
The Fairbairn-Sykes Agents Dagger or Miniature remains one of the most desirable of all fighting knives for collectors. Based on conversations with the original owners of each knives, they also proved to be quite functional. Many liked them, finding the shorter, thicker blades to be sturdier and the point less likely to break in use. Those assigned to clandestine services like the fact that the ¾-scale knife was still quite an effective combat blade, yet it concealed much better. Finally those in the SAS or Commandos often chose the smaller F-S as a back-up or hide out blade, which could be used more effectively than more typical hideouts such as lapel daggers, or Commando nails. 
The misconception about miniature Fairbairn-Sykes knives has often been that, like miniature Nazi daggers, they were toys, letter openers, or other presentation pieces. On the contrary Agents Daggers were compact F-S knives ordered especially for those most likely to use a blade and often by those who most appreciated the blade. That’s why I condier the miniature F-S knife the ultimate collectors fighting-knives of WW-II.

