AUTO AIDS for FAMILIES
· Auto Purchase – up to $2000
· Auto Repairs – up to $900 per 12 months

· MUST BE A FAMILY (pregnant or have a child under 18)

· MUST BE ABLE TO WORK

Apply at the Department of Human Services.  The family must be receiving or applying for Day Care, Medicaid, or Food Assistance. (If receiving the Family Independence Program the repair/purchase is usually handled by Michigan Works!)

If a recipient, income limits are already met.  If an applicant, form DHS-3043 must be completed to declare if your total monthly income is below the TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) income limits of $1733 for one person, $2333 for two, $2933 (3), $3533 (4), etc.  This policy is explained in the Program Eligibility Manual, item 232, page 3.

Other guidelines/requirements for car purchase:
· Purchase agreement, statement or bill from seller indicating price and type of vehicle

· It is needed to retain/obtain employment, or for activities that will prepare the customer for employment (has “ability to maintain a job” PEM 232 p 10—cannot be disabled)
· No other resource is reasonably available
· Customer can afford payments/insurance/title/taxes/other vehicle expenses

· Customer has a valid driver’s license

· Vehicle has been inspected by a licensed mechanic and declared road worthy

· One vehicle per person is the lifetime max (husband and wife may each receive one)
· Cost of the vehicle does not exceed the value of the vehicle (per appraisal guide)

Other guidelines/requirements for car repair:

· A group member owns the vehicle

· A bill is provided from the repair shop

· The repair is expected to make the vehicle road worthy and safe
· The vehicle is needed to retain/obtain employment, or for activities to prepare for employment (has “ability to maintain a job” PEM 232 p 10—cannot be disabled)

· No other resource is reasonably available

· Total cost is $900 or less (or difference is paid by customer), including repairs covered in the last 12 months. 
· Cost of repairs does not exceed the value of the vehicle (per dealer estimate or appraisal guide)
