Standards

Problem Solving 

The proficient problem solver can perform the following steps: 
• recognizing alternatives 
• evaluating alternatives 
• selecting best alternatives
Higher-Level Thinking 

The student is able to analyze information, synthesize with prior knowledge, and obtain a solution.
Teaming 

The proficient team member will actively participate in the team by: 
• communicating effectively among team members 
• improving the final product as a result of his/her involvement 
• contributing to the finished product
Service Learning 

The proficient volunteer gives to the community by 
• being aware of community needs 
• enriching the community 
• expending time and effort outside the school day 
• understanding his or her role in community betterment
Oral Skills 

The proficient oral communicator can write and present a speech by 
• choosing a topic and a purpose 
• researching the topic and finding sufficient supporting material 
• organizing the material into a logical and purposeful progression 
• making an oral presentation from manuscript, memory, or extemporaneously
Audience Analysis 

The student is able to identify the audience’s needs and is able to communicate in accordance to those needs.
Listening Skills 

The proficient listener is able to process auditory information and pinpoint main ideas in order to solve problems.
Technical Writing 

A proficient technical writer recognizes audience’s needs, uses appropriate layout and graphics, and uses text 
that is clear, concise, accurate, and mechanically and grammatically correct.
6-Trait Writing 

The proficient writer shows the ability to write using all six traits. 
(Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Fluency & Conventions)

Summarizing 

The proficient student will summarize information by: 
• writing an introductory sentence containing the main idea 
• separating supporting ideas from the main ideas 
• omitting trivial ideas 
• including accurate information 
• preserving the author’s point of view 
• writing an effective conclusion sentence 
• properly documenting sources to avoid plagiarism
Paraphrasing 

The proficient student will paraphrase by: 
• choosing information from a source that is relevant to the student’s purpose 
• expressing information from the original text accurately 
• stating the meaning the author’s information has for the student in his/her own words 
• explaining reasons for using the source information 
• properly documenting sources to avoid plagiarism
Critical Reading 

The proficient reader is able to read for content, filter information, and apply it to a given situation.
Real Life Applications 
  

The student is able to realize and understand that knowledge and skills obtained in school are applicable to everyday living.

Interviewing 
  

The competent interviewer is capable of selecting appropriate interviewees, asking relevant questions 
in a tactful manner, and using the acquired information for the benefit of the topic at hand.

Electronic Researching and Documenting 

The proficient student will effectively use online resources by: 
• identifying the right question 
• organizing a search 
• selecting appropriate search tools 
• analyzing resources 
• analyzing, synthesizing, sifting and sorting information 
• generating a product/create new information 
• documenting electronic sources accurately
Computer Applications 
  

The proficient student can use a variety of software for specific purposes.
