Major Search Engines
Search engines usually refer to directories (human powered) and crawlers (software powered)-- that scan and 
index millions web pages. 

http://www.google.com/ 

Google is one of the top-rated engines as it contains the largest number of web pages.  Also because it has determined relevancy by links, searchers are generally happy with the results.  Ratings by links means that those pages that have been linked to more than others receive higher marks.  The Advanced Search 
allows the searcher to ask for the keyword to be in the title only and to make other query requests.
http://hotbot.lycos.com/ 

Hotbot is another top-rated engine.  It includes a directory.  This site is particularly recommended for students, as it is extremely user-friendly.  An easy-to-use pull down menu (left side of page) allows searchers to limit entries to those that occur in the title only and also to use Boolean options.  The searcher can click on a 
box (also in the left column), and receive only returns that include pictures.  The keyword return often gives the searcher “The Top Ten Websites.”  If the searcher clicks on “The Top Ten Websites” 
(listed above the first return), he or she will receive those sites that are accessed most, and these sites 
are generally excellent.
http://www.yahoo.com/ 

Yahoo is another top-rated site and is the most popular on the web.  The key to the success to Yahoo is that it has more humans working on its index than any other search engine.  Its directory is considered by many to be the best.  The keyword search supplements its human index with Google’s results. The advanced search allows several query options but does not allow title only returns.  To obtain title only returns, the searcher needs to preface the keyword with t:.
http://www.altavista.com/ 

AltaVista is the oldest search engine on the web and is still one of the most popular.  One reason for its popularity is the large number of web pages it crawls through and because of the wide range of search options it allows.  Its advanced search options allows additional query searches and allows the searcher 
to limit returns according to time (even the current day only results).  To limit results to title only, the keyword needs to be preceded by title:.  Alta Vista also includes a directory.
http://www.alltheweb.com/ 

The value of All The Web engine (also known as FAST search) lies in its large index and its advanced search engine.  The searcher can ask for pictures, MP3, videos and other options.  Also, using the advanced search engine allows numerous query options including location on the page.

Metasearch Engines
Meta search engines search crawl through other search engines.  Their value depends on (1) being user friendly; (2) utilizing other good engines; (3) eliminating redundant sites. 

http://www.queryserver.com/ 

Queryserver is one of the highest rated meta search engines.  It is user friendly and does well at eliminating redundant sites.  The searcher can choose the search engines to be used.  These engines include Yahoo, Hotbot, FAST, and AltaVista.  The keyword search allows the use of several query options: AND; 
NOT; OR; NEAR; “” (exact phrase).
http://vivisimo.com/ 

Vivisimo is another of the highest rated meta search engines.  Not only does it utilize major search engines (Yahoo, HotBot, FAST, etc.) but also it searches excellent news and government sources. 
Its key word search utilizes the following: AND, OR, and “” (exact phrase).
http://www.ixquick.com/ 

Ixquick is highly rated because of it utilizes excellent search engines (14 total) and news services. Also it utilizes several query options and translates commands accurately to other search engines so that relevant returns are gained.  Another advantage is that the engineuses an excellent rating system when returning results.  It key word search utilizes the following: “” (exact phase); AND or +; Not or -; title:, image.
http://www.metor.com/ 

Metor’s high rating is based on the fact that it searches top engine databases (including Google) and directories (including Yahoo).  This engine also returns only relevant sites and eliminates all 
duplicate sites.  Use the key word options: AND; OR; “” (exact phrase).  A pull down menu allows additional options.
http://www.dogpile.com/ 

Dogpile is not as highly rated as the other four.  While it is capable of searching three databases at a time and the gives the option ofadditional searches, its returns lact relevancy and accuracy.
http://www.metacrawler.com/ 

Even though Metacrawler conducts a simultaneous search of 12 of the best search engines and allows many useful search options, it results lack both accuracy and relevancy.
News Search Engines
Searching for news is easy, if one takes advantage of the news-specific search engines.  These engines are especially good for current events, because they go through thousands of news sites continuously – several times a day.  Therefore, the results are extremely current.  Also, many allow (all listed here) allow keyword searches and are thus easy for students to use.  Here are some good news-specific 
search engines. 
  

http://news.altavista.com/ 

This one is highly rated.  It allows you to limit your keyword search to specific areas:  science, international, sports, technology, for instance.

http://www.alltheweb.com/ 

The advanced search option makes this site particularly valuable.  Using the advanced search allows the searcher to choose results according to the time of the publication and to limit the results using query 
options.
http://news.yahoo.com/ 

Yahoo news is also a top rated site. One especially good feature is that a pull down menu allows a searcher to choose “full overage,” which gives background on current issues.  Of course, many current news sources can also be accessed.
http://www.daypop.com/ 

This site combs through over 6000 sites and allow searchers to use a pull down menu to choose between the following options: news stories; headline stories only; weblogs.
http://w.moreover.com/ 

This site uses the same software as the news AltaVista site, but it does more with grouping the news into headings.
http://www.northernlight.com/news.html 

This one is highly rated and allows the searcher to limit the search in a number of ways—including news stories of the current day only; however, this site is not recommended for students because 
many of the returned sites require money ($1-$4).
