Primary Source



What is a primary source????? 

1. "Materials on a topic upon which subsequent interpretations or 
 studies are based, anything from first-hand documents..." 

Hairston, Maxine and John J. Ruszkiewicz.  The Scott, Foresman 
    Handbook for Writers. 4th ed.  New York: HarperCollins College 
    Publishers, 1996, pg. 547.

2. Primary sources provide information directly from a source. 

3. A document or other sort of evidence written or created during the 
 time under study. Primary sources offer an inside view of a particular 
 event. 
 

Examples of Primary Sources: 

1. Someone who was on the scene, such as an account of events by 
 someone who saw what happened first-hand. 

2.  Government document 

2. If you were researching art or literature, the original work of art 
 or the piece of literature would be the primary source. 

4.  When you're doing research on scientific subjects, such as biology, 
 primary sources generally come from the scientists themselves. 

5. Original documents  (Diaries, speeches, letters, minutes, photographs, interviews,  news film footage, autobiographies, official records, scholarly 
 journal articles reporting NEW research findings). 

6.  Creative works (Poetry, drama, novels, music, art.) 

7.  Relics or artifacts ( Jewelry, pottery, furniture, clothing, buildings). 
 

