Guided Reading Activity

Article:  History of the Labor Unions



Chunk One





Before you read Chunk 1, you need to consider and/or know the following:





Basic Terms:





Domestic-hired household servant


Conscious-aware of one's own existence, sensations, thoughts, surroundings


Chauffeurs-One employed to drive a private automobile


Bureaucracy-the body of officials and administrators


Hardboiled-marked by a direct, clear-headed approach


Negotiator-to deal or bargain with another or others, as in the preparation of a treaty or contract or in preliminaries to a business deal


Crooked-not straightforward; dishonest


Evasion-an act or instance of violating the tax laws by failing or refusing to pay all or part of one's taxes


Disbursement-money paid out or spent


Tampering-To interfere in a harmful manner








Chunk One





Now read Chunk 1, and answer the following questions:














Fact Questions:


Jimmy Hoffa organized and led his first strike against which company?








Jimmy Hoffa eventually became the leader of what union?





What did the AFL-CIO do to Jimmy and Teamsters upon the Senate findings?








Who was determined to put Hoffa in jail during the 1960’s








Nixon would commutate Hoffa’s jail sent, if Hoffa did what?








How did Jimmy Hoffa die?





























Concept Questions:


By reading the sentence” President Richard Nixon commuted his sentence on condition that refrain…” What does commuted mean?























Prediction Questions:


Why do you think labor unions were first formed in the late 1800’s/early 1900’s?











Specialized Terms:





Impoverished- reduced to poverty


Brotherhood- a fraternal or trade organization


Teamsters- One who drives a truck for hauling loads


AFL- federation of trade unions organized in 1886:


Strikebreakers- One who works or provides an employer with workers during a strike


Racketeers- A person who commits crimes such as extortion, loansharking, bribery, and obstruction of justice in furtherance of illegal business activities


AFL-CIO- a federation of trade unions formed in 1955 by merger





Wildcat Strikes- Sudden and unannounced work stoppage while a labor contract is still in effect. Wildcat strikes are not authorized by union management and are illegal strikes.


Transgressors- to violate a law, command, moral code


Ostensibly- outwardly appearing as such; professed; pretended













































































































































































Chunk Two





Before you read Chunk Two, you need to consider and/or know the following:





Basic Terms:





Watchdogs-a watchful guardian


Inaugurated- to introduce into public use by some formal ceremony


Bonded-A binding agreement;


Maritime-of or pertaining to the sea














Specialized Terms:





Machinist-a person who operates machinery, esp. a skilled operator of machine tools


Delved-to carry on intensive and thorough research for data, information, or the like; investigate


Grandeur-the quality or state of being impressive or awesome


Collective Bargain-the process whereby workers organize collectively and �bargain with employers regarding the workplace


Guilds-an association of craftspeople in a particular trade


Dissidents-Disagreeing, as in opinion or belief







































































































































































Chunk Two





Now read Chunk Two, and answer the following questions:














Fact Questions:


Who was credited with the idea of creating “Labor Day”?

















What was the purpose of having “Labor Day”?


























Concept Questions:


Do you believe we still celebrate “Labor Day” with the same meaning as it was created for?

































































































































































































































































































































































