Finding Primary and Secondary Sources



Helpful Hints 
  

1.  If you're looking for books in the catalog, you'll have to pay close 
 attention to who wrote the book and what sources were used by that person 

A.  If it's a book written by a researcher based on his/her own experiments, or a book about an event written by a person who was there or took part in that event, those books will be primary sources 

B.  If it's a book written by someone who did not do the research, or was not present at the time, then it will be a secondary source.

2.  When you're looking at articles, it's important to know about and be able to distinguish between the different kinds of periodicals. 

A. Scholarly journals can be a good place to find primary sources 

B. General interest magazines usually yield articles that are secondary sources

3.  Remember that these classifications are not absolute.  One source can be considered to be a primary source for one purpose, and a secondary source for another. 

4.  If you are not sure....  ask a teacher.
