Outside-In/Inside-Out

Questioning Flow Chart

The purpose of this chart is to assist the researcher in narrowing the topic while, at the same time, exploring a topic fully.    Although researchers may start with really good "deep questions", their research may lead them into areas they had not previously considered.  This chart allows the researcher to consider all the possibilities while keeping the original purposes in mind--using ideas and questions that we discover both "outside & inside" the search.
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Instructions:

1. Write your name and the project's Deep Question at the top of the flow chart.

2. List initial "Probing Question" Probing Q's at the top of each column.

3. List possible keywords to use with search engines and directories.

4. As you research those topics, you may discover there is a subset of more specific questions you want to add to your original Probing Q search. When one of those comes up, write it under Sub-Q. 

5. It is also possible that you will discover a completely New Probing Q you had not considered as part of your original search.  If this happens, write it under PNP (Possible New Probing Question)

6. Once you have completed your search and have listed all questions that seem interesting or relevant to your Deep Question, take time to look over your flow chart and make some decisions about the direction you want your final product to take.  Discuss your decisions with your team/instructor.

