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Greetings

Greetings all! We have taken the initiative
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to produce an occasional newsletter similar to the brain-child of Don Glendenning. Genealogy has become a passion for us over recent years, and, being fueled by a myriad of more experienced veterans of the genealogical world, we delve into more and more as the months go by. 

This first issue shall be a preliminary edition, detailing our various projects and interests. We hope you all enjoy!

Watlings
We are always interested in finding out new information regarding our ancestors from Suffolk, England. The Watlings, according to the 1851 
Census, entered the Canadian colonies in June of 1830. Presently, we are in the middle of a desperate search to find out where the first Watling, Jubal Sr., and his wife, nee Susan Leech, first settled, and their place of burial. 
For decades, some family lore has recorded that they settled first in Prince Edward Island. In research, Janet found listings for a Jubal Watling there in 1841. However, the census records ages and other genealogical data that do not match with Parish records in Syleham, Suffolk, England, where the children were baptized.  Two members of the household are even claimed as being natives of PEI, although all the recorded issue we know of were baptized in England. 
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Fig. 1: St Margaret’s (Mary’s) Church, Syleham, Suffolk, England, place of baptism for Jubal and Susan Watling’s eight children.
Jubal and Susan married 10 November 1814 at Metfield, Suffolk, England. The church there is St. John the Baptist. The couple apparently moved to Syleham, where their children are registered. Jubal was himself a native of Brockdish, Norfolk County.
Fig. 2: St. John the Baptist Church in Metfield, where Jubal and Susan Watling were married.
According to church records found in St. Margaret’s Parish, Syleham, Suffolk, England, Jubal Sr. and his wife, Susan, had eight children, six of whom we know the fate of. Emily (baptized 2 July 1815) was the eldest, but it is likely she died before 1819, as another daughter named Emily is born that year, and the eldest of that name leaves no further record.  Mary Ann was the next child, born 4 May 1816. Mary Ann went on to marry William Maxwell in Canada, but they had no further issue.
Twins were born 14 June 1819; William, who married Mary MacNaughton of Black River Bridge, and Emily, who married William Eddy and lived in Bathurst. The latter had no children, but adopted a boy and a girl.


The next child appears to be Susannah, baptized either the 1 or 21 May 1823. No further evidence of her can be found. Following Susannah is Jubal Jr., baptized 17 August 1823, and John, baptized 6 March 1825. John leaves no further record. George is the last child, baptized in Syleham 9 April 1826. George married, moved to the United States, and had two daughters.


Don Glendenning has done some research for us and has yet been able to substantiate our findings regarding the family’s immigration to Prince Edward Island either way. Someday, hopefully, we shall know what happened to our dear Watling ancestors. Their sons, Jubal and William, both came to the Miramichi and settled and died there. We descend from Jubal’s son Jubal Jr. (c.1823-1900), and his wife, Christina MacNaughton (1822-1901). Both Jubal and Christina are buried in the Black River Community Cemetery, attached to St. Stephen’s United Church.
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We recall fondly the many bits and pieces of information we received from our family patriarch, the late Harry D. Watling, who left us 18 June 2003. He will long be remembered for his keen interest in history, and love for family and community. For him, this first issue is lovingly dedicated.


As Watlings, we also recall fondly the life of another of Uncle Harry’s generation, S. Agnes McLean Fowlie, who returned Home 2 October 2003. These first cousins will assuredly be fondly greeted at the Gates of Salvation.
MacKenzie

Barry’s most passionate genealogical knish may lie within the realm of the MacKenzie Settlement, Little Branch, Black River Bridge. 
The family that settled this area came from Assynt, Sutherland County, Scotland, in June 1840. Rodrick MacKenzie was born in Assynt, Sutherland, Scotland in 1808, and christened on the 23 July of that year, the son of Alexander MacKenzie and Annabella Watson. His first wife was Katherine; they were married on 3 February 1835, and immigrated to Canada. After the birth of a son John - born 1837, christened 29 May 1837, in Scotland--and daughters Isabella, born 1842 and Annie, born 1 October 1844, both in Canada, Katherine passed away around 1845, cause yet unknown. It could very well have been in childbirth with Annie, as this was a common occurrence at the time. 


Rodrick married again to Isabella McDonald, the daughter of Alexander and Grace (McAskill) McDonald of Black River, on 17 July 1848. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Dempster Wallace. The couple added two children to the family: Alexander Kenneth, born 17 July 1850, and Murdoch, born 20/30 August 1851.

A thirty-plus page history has been compiled on Rodrick’s descendants by Barry, but questions still remain unanswered.


For example, John K. MacKenzie came to Miramichi from Cape Breton. He married Margaret MacKnight, daughter of William and Annie (MacDonald) MacKnight. Rodrick’s son, John, married Margaret’s elder sister, Elizabeth, but there was supposedly no relation between John and John K. However, in a recent correspondence, it was suggested to Barry that there was a family connection between the two, the original concept having come from one of John K.’s late daughters. 

My correspondent, Don Glendenning, took it to be that Edith Shickles, the daughter, implied that John K. and, as a whole, the MacKenzies, came to Miramichi for work in the lumber industry, booming in the 1840s. Could John K. be a relation of Rodrick and his family? Could he have come to Miramichi initially and left for Cape Breton, only to return years later? Granted, it would better have been a question for Edith, who seemed quite certain there was a connection, other than just through Margaret and Elizabeth MacKnight.

On another note, Rodrick also had a brother Hector, who lived for a time on the MacKenzie Settlement, and later moved to Campbellton, or so oral family history reports. In the early to mid twentieth century, Dr. John Bradshaw MacKenzie was the country doctor in Loggieville, Napan, Black River, and beyond. 

Dr. MacKenzie once told the late William A. MacKenzie, Rodrick’s grandson, that they were second cousins, their grandfathers having been brothers. These grandfathers were supposedly Rodrick and Hector MacKenzie, or so the story goes. Dr. MacKenzie was born in Campbellton in 1878, so therefore it is quite possible that his information was correct. Although Hector’s name is chiseled on the family tombstone in Black River, he is likely buried in Campbellton as well. With continued research, I hope this question, and others, may be answered. 

Thanks for reading!

We hope you have enjoyed this first issue of The Family Herald, the name cited with respect to the national newspaper the older generation enjoyed so well. Comments?: barrymack4@hotmail.com 





- Barry & Janet
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Fig. 3: Ardvreck Castle on Loch Assynt, Sutherland County, Scotland
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