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THE LI FE OF

CASTRUCCI O CASTRACANI OF LUCCA

VWRI TTEN BY NI COLO MACHI AVELLI

And sent to his friends
ZANOBI BUONDEL MONT
And

LU G ALAMANNI

Transl ated by W K. Marriott

CASTRUCCI O CASTRACAN

1284-1328

It appears, dearest Zanobi and Luigi, a wonderful thing to those who
have considered the matter, that all nmen, or the | arger nunber of
them who have perfornmed great deeds in the world, and excelled al
others in their day, have had their birth and begi nning i n baseness
and obscurity; or have been aggrieved by Fortune in sonme outrageous
way. They have either been exposed to the nmercy of wild beasts, or
they have had so nean a parentage that in shane they have given
thensel ves out to be sons of Jove or of sonme other deity. It would be
weari sone to relate who these persons may have been because they are
wel | known to everybody, and, as such tales would not be particularly
edifying to those who read them they are omitted. | believe that
these Il ow y begi nnings of great nen occur because Fortune is desirous
of showing to the world that such nmen owe nmuch to her and little to

wi sdom because she begins to show her hand when wi sdomcan really
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take no part in their career: thus all success nust be attributed to
her. Castrucci o Castracani of Lucca was one of those nen who did great
deeds, if he is neasured by the tinmes in which he lived and the city
in which he was born; but, |ike many others, he was neither fortunate
nor distinguished in his birth, as the course of this history wll
show. It appeared to be desirable to recall his nmenory, because | have
di scerned in himsuch indications of valour and fortune as shoul d nake
hima great exenplar to nmen. | think also that | ought to call your
attention to his actions, because you of all men | know delight nost

i n nobl e deeds.

The famly of Castracani was fornmerly nunbered anong the nobl e

fam lies of Lucca, but in the days of which | speak it had sonmewhat
fallen in estate, as so often happens in this world. To this fanmily
was born a son Antoni o, who becane a priest of the order of San

M chel e of Lucca, and for this reason was honoured with the title of
Messer Antonio. He had an only sister, who had been married to
Buonaccorso Cenami, but Buonaccorso dyi ng she becane a w dow, and not
wi shing to narry again went to live with her brother. Messer Antonio
had a vi neyard behind the house where he resided, and as it was
bounded on all sides by gardens, any person could have access to it
without difficulty. One norning, shortly after sunrise, Madonna

D anora, as the sister of Messer Antonio was called, had occasion to
go into the vineyard as usual to gather herbs for seasoning the

di nner, and hearing a slight rustling among the | eaves of a vine she
turned her eyes in that direction, and heard sonething resenbling the
cry of an infant. \Wereupon she went towards it, and saw the hands and
face of a baby who was |ying enveloped in the | eaves and who seened to
be crying for its nother. Partly wondering and partly fearing, yet

full of conpassion, she lifted it up and carried it to the house,

where she washed it and clothed it with clean linen as is custonary,
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and showed it to Messer Antoni o when he returned honme. Wien he heard
what had happened and saw the child he was not |ess surprised or
conpassi onate than his sister. They di scussed between thensel ves what
shoul d be done, and seeing that he was priest and that she had no
children, they finally determined to bring it up. They had a nurse for
it, and it was reared and loved as if it were their own child. They
baptized it, and gave it the name of Castruccio after their father. As
the years passed Castruccio grew very handsone, and gave evi dence of
wit and discretion, and learnt with a qui ckness beyond his years those
| essons which Messer Antonio inparted to him Messer Antonio intended
to make a priest of him and in tinme would have inducted himinto his
canonry and other benefices, and all his instruction was given wth
this object; but Antonio discovered that the character of Castruccio
was quite unfitted for the priesthood. As soon as Castruccio reached
the age of fourteen he began to take | ess notice of the chiding of
Messer Antoni o and Madonna Di anora and no |onger to fear them he |eft
of f reading eccl esiastical books, and turned to playing with arns,
delighting in nothing so nuch as in learning their uses, and in

runni ng, |eaping, and westling with other boys. In all exercises he
far excelled his conpanions in courage and bodily strength, and if at
any time he did turn to books, only those pleased hi mwhich told of
wars and the mghty deeds of nmen. Messer Antonio beheld all this with

vexation and sorrow.

There lived in the city of Lucca a gentlenan of the Quinigi famly
naned Messer Francesco, whose profession was arns and who in riches,
bodily strength, and val our excelled all other nen in Lucca. He had
of ten fought under the conmand of the Visconti of Mlan, and as a
Ghi belline was the val ued | eader of that party in Lucca. This

gentl eman resided in Lucca and was accustoned to assenble with others
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nost norni ngs and eveni ngs under the bal cony of the Podesta, which is
at the top of the square of San Mchele, the finest square in Lucca,
and he had often seen Castruccio taking part with other children of
the street in those ganes of which | have spoken. Noticing that
Castruccio far excelled the other boys, and that he appeared to
exercise a royal authority over them and that they | oved and obeyed
him Messer Francesco becanme greatly desirous of |earning who he was.
Bei ng informed of the circunstances of the bringing up of Castruccio
he felt a greater desire to have himnear to him Therefore he called
hi m one day and asked hi m whether he would nore willingly live in the
house of a gentlenan, where he would learn to ride horses and use
arnms, or in the house of a priest, where he would | earn not hi ng but
masses and the services of the Church. Messer Francesco coul d see that
it pleased Castruccio greatly to hear horses and arns spoken of, even
though he stood silent, blushing nodestly; but being encouraged by
Messer Francesco to speak, he answered that, if his master were
agreeabl e, nothing would please himnore than to give up his priestly
studi es and take up those of a soldier. This reply delighted Messer
Francesco, and in a very short tinme he obtained the consent of Messer
Ant oni o, who was driven to yield by his know edge of the nature of the

| ad, and the fear that he would not be able to hold himnuch | onger.

Thus Castrucci o passed fromthe house of Messer Antonio the priest to
the house of Messer Francesco Quinigi the soldier, and it was
astonishing to find that in a very short time he manifested all that
virtue and bearing which we are accustoned to associate with a true
gentleman. In the first place he becane an acconplished horsenan, and
could manage with ease the nost fiery charger, and in all jousts and
tournanments, although still a youth, he was observed beyond al

others, and he excelled in all exercises of strength and dexterity.

But what enhanced so nuch the charm of these acconplishnents, was the
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del i ghtful nodesty which enabled himto avoid offence in either act or
word to others, for he was deferential to the great nmen, nodest with
his equals, and courteous to his inferiors. These gifts made him

bel oved, not only by all the Quinigi famly, but by all Lucca. When
Castrucci o had reached his eighteenth year, the Ghibellines were
driven from Pavia by the Guel phs, and Messer Francesco was sent by the
Visconti to assist the Ghibellines, and with himwent Castruccio, in
charge of his forces. Castruccio gave anple proof of his prudence and
courage in this expedition, acquiring greater reputation than any

ot her captain, and his nane and fame were known, not only in Pavia,

but throughout all Lonbardy.

Castruccio, having returned to Lucca in far higher estination that he
left it, did not omit to use all the nmeans in his power to gain as
many friends as he could, neglecting none of those arts which are
necessary for that purpose. About this time Messer Francesco died,

| eaving a son thirteen years of age naned Pagol o, and havi ng appoi nt ed
Castruccio to be his son's tutor and adm nistrator of his estate.

Bef ore he di ed Francesco called Castruccio to him and prayed himto
show Pagol o that goodwi Il which he (Francesco) had al ways shown to
HM and to render to the son the gratitude which he had not been able
to repay to the father. Upon the death of Francesco, Castrucci o becane
the governor and tutor of Pagol o, which increased enornously his power
and position, and created a certain anmount of envy against himin
Lucca in place of the forner universal goodw ||, for nany nen
suspected hi mof harbouring tyrannical intentions. Anbng these the

| eadi ng man was G orgi o degli Opizi, the head of the Guel ph party.
This man hoped after the death of Messer Francesco to becone the chief
man in Lucca, but it seenmed to himthat Castruccio, with the great

abilities which he already showed, and hol ding the position of
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governor, deprived himof his opportunity; therefore he began to sow
t hose seeds which should rob Castruccio of his em nence. Castruccio at
first treated this with scorn, but afterwards he grew al ar ned,
thinking that Messer G orgio mght be able to bring himinto disgrace
with the deputy of King Ruberto of Naples and have himdriven out of

Lucca.

The Lord of Pisa at that time was Ugucci one of the Faggi uol a of
Arezzo, who being in the first place elected their captain afterwards
becane their lord. There resided in Paris sone exiled Ghibellines from
Lucca, with whom Castrucci o held comuni cati ons with the object of
effecting their restoration by the help of Uguccione. Castruccio al so
brought into his plans friends fromLucca who woul d not endure the
authority of the Opizi. Having fixed upon a plan to be foll owed,
Castruccio cautiously fortified the tower of the Onesti, filling it
with supplies and nmunitions of war, in order that it mght stand a
siege for a few days in case of need. Wen the night came which had
been agreed upon with Ugucci one, who had occupi ed the plain between
the mountains and Pisa with nany nen, the signal was given, and

wi t hout bei ng observed Ugucci one approached the gate of San Piero and
set fire to the portcullis. Castruccio raised a great uproar within
the city, calling the people to arns and forcing open the gate from
his side. Uguccione entered with his nmen, poured through the town, and
killed Messer Gorgio with all his fanmily and many of his friends and
supporters. The governor was driven out, and the governnent reforned
according to the wi shes of Uguccione, to the detrinent of the city,
because it was found that nore than one hundred famlies were exiled
at that tine. O those who fled, part went to Florence and part to
Pistoia, which city was the headquarters of the CGuel ph party, and for

this reason it becane nobst hostile to Uguccione and the Lucchese.
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As it now appeared to the Florentines and others of the Quel ph party
that the Ghibellines absorbed too nmuch power in Tuscany, they
determined to restore the exiled Guel phs to Lucca. They assenbled a
large arny in the Val di N evole, and seized Mntecatini; fromthence
they marched to Montecarlo, in order to secure the free passage into
Lucca. Upon this Ugucci one assenbl ed his Pisan and Lucchese forces,
and with a nunber of German cavalry which he drew out of Lonbardy, he
noved agai nst the quarters of the Florentines, who upon the appearance
of the eneny withdrew from Montecarl o, and posted thensel ves bet ween
Mont ecatini and Pescia. Ugucci one now took up a position near to
Montecarl o, and within about two miles of the eneny, and slight

skirm shes between the horse of both parties were of daily occurrence.
Owing to the illness of Uguccione, the Pisans and Lucchese del ayed
coming to battle with the eneny. Ugucci one, finding hinself grow ng
worse, went to Montecarlo to be cured, and |left the command of the
army in the hands of Castruccio. This change brought about the ruin of
the Quel phs, who, thinking that the hostile arny having lost its
captain had |ost its head, grew over-confident. Castrucci o observed
this, and all owed sonme days to pass in order to encourage this belief;
he al so showed signs of fear, and did not allow any of the nunitions
of the canp to be used. On the other side, the CGuel phs grew nore

i nsol ent the nore they saw these evidences of fear, and every day they
drew out in the order of battle in front of the arny of Castruccio.
Presently, deeming that the eneny was sufficiently enbol dened, and
havi ng mastered their tactics, he decided to join battle with them
First he spoke a few words of encouragenent to his soldiers, and
pointed out to themthe certainty of victory if they would but obey
hi s commands. Castrucci o had noticed how the eneny had placed all his
best troops in the centre of the line of battle, and his less reliable

men on the wings of the army; whereupon he did exactly the opposite,
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putting his nost valiant nen on the flanks, while those on whom he
could not so strongly rely he noved to the centre. Qbserving this
order of battle, he drew out of his lines and quickly canme in sight of
the hostile arnmy, who, as usual, had cone in their insolence to defy
him He then commanded his centre squadrons to march slowy, whilst he
noved rapidly forward those on the wi ngs. Thus, when they cane into
contact with the eneny, only the wings of the two arm es becane
engaged, whilst the center battalions renained out of action, for
these two portions of the Iine of battle were separated from each
other by a long interval and thus unable to reach each other. By this
expedi ent the nore valiant part of Castruccio' s nen were opposed to
the weaker part of the eneny's troops, and the nost efficient nen of
the eneny were di sengaged; and thus the Florentines were unable to
fight with those who were arrayed opposite to them or to give any
assi stance to their own flanks. So, w thout nuch difficulty,
Castruccio put the eneny to flight on both flanks, and the centre
battalions took to flight when they found thensel ves exposed to
attack, without having a chance of displaying their valour. The defeat
was conplete, and the loss in nen very heavy, there being nore than
ten thousand nen killed with many officers and knights of the Guel ph
party in Tuscany, and al so many princes who had conme to help them
anong whom were Piero, the brother of King Ruberto, and Carlo, his
nephew, and Filippo, the lord of Taranto. On the part of Castruccio
the loss did not ampbunt to nore than three hundred nen, anbng whom was
Francesco, the son of Ugucci one, who, being young and rash, was killed

in the first onset.

This victory so greatly increased the reputation of Castruccio that
Ugucci one concei ved sone jeal ousy and suspicion of him because it
appeared to Uguccione that this victory had given himno increase of

power, but rather than dimnished it. Being of this nmind, he only
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waited for an opportunity to give effect to it. This occurred on the
death of Pier Agnolo Mcheli, a man of great repute and abilities in
Lucca, the nurderer of whomfled to the house of Castruccio for
refuge. On the sergeants of the captain going to arrest the nurderer,
they were driven off by Castruccio, and the nurderer escaped. This
affair coming to the know edge of Ugucci one, who was than at Pisa, it
appeared to hima proper opportunity to punish Castruccio. He
therefore sent for his son Neri, who was the governor of Lucca, and
conmm ssioned himto take Castruccio prisoner at a banquet and put him
to death. Castruccio, fearing no evil, went to the governor in a
friendly way, was entertained at supper, and then thrown into prison
But Neri, fearing to put himto death | est the people should be

i ncensed, kept himalive, in order to hear further fromhis father
concerning his intentions. Ugucionne cursed the hesitation and
cowardi ce of his son, and at once set out fromPisa to Lucca with four
hundred horsenmen to finish the business in his own way; but he had not
yet reached the baths when the Pisans rebelled and put his deputy to
death and created Count Gaddo della Gherardesca their |ord. Before
Ugucci one reached Lucca he heard of the occurrences at Pisa, but it
did not appear wise to himto turn back, lest the Lucchese with the
exanpl e of Pisa before themshould close their gates against him But
the Lucchese, having heard of what had happened at Pisa, availed
thensel ves of this opportunity to demand the |iberation of Castruccio,
not wi t hst andi ng that Ugucci one had arrived in their city. They first
began to speak of it in private circles, afterwards openly in the
squares and streets; then they raised a tunult, and with arns in their
hands went to Ugucci one and demanded that Castruccio should be set at
liberty. Uguccione, fearing that worse mnight happen, released himfrom
prison. \Wereupon Castruccio gathered his friends around him and with

the help of the people attacked Ugucci one; who, finding he had no
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resource but in flight, rode away with his friends to Lonbardy, to the

| ords of Scale, where he died in poverty.

But Castruccio frombeing a prisoner becanme alnost a prince in Lucca,
and he carried hinself so discreetly with his friends and the peopl e
that they appointed himcaptain of their arny for one year. Having
obtained this, and wishing to gain renown in war, he planned the
recovery of the many towns which had rebelled after the departure of
Ugucci one, and with the help of the Pisans, wi th whom he had concl uded
a treaty, he marched to Serezzana. To capture this place he
constructed a fort against it, which is called to-day Zerezzanello; in
the course of two nonths Castruccio captured the town. Wth the
reputation gained at that siege, he rapidly seized Massa, Carrara, and
Lavenza, and in a short time had overrun the whole of Lunigiana. In
order to close the pass which | eads from Lonmbardy to Lunigi ana, he
besi eged Pontrenoli and wested it fromthe hands of Messer Anastagio
Pal avi cini, who was the lord of it. After this victory he returned to
Lucca, and was wel coned by the whol e people. And now Castrucci o,
deeming it inprudent any |onger to defer making hinself a prince, got
hi nsel f created the lord of Lucca by the help of Pazzino del Poggi o,
Puccinell o dal Portico, Francesco Boccansacchi, and Cecco Guinigi, al
of whom he had corrupted; and he was afterwards solemly and
deliberately elected prince by the people. At this time Frederick of
Bavaria, the King of the Romans, cane into Italy to assune the

I mperial crown, and Castruccio, in order that he might nmake friends
with him net himat the head of five hundred horsenen. Castrucci o had
left as his deputy in Lucca, Pagolo Guinigi, who was held in high
estimation, because of the people's love for the nenory of his father
Castrucci o was received in great honour by Frederick, and many
privileges were conferred upon him and he was appoi nted the enperor's

lieutenant in Tuscany. At this time the Pisans were in great fear of
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Gaddo dell a Gherardesca, whomthey had driven out of Pisa, and they
had recourse for assistance to Frederick. Frederick created Castruccio
the lord of Pisa, and the Pisans, in dread of the Guel ph party, and
particularly of the Florentines, were constrai ned to accept him as

their |ord.

Frederick, having appointed a governor in Rone to watch his Italian
affairs, returned to Germany. Al the Tuscan and Lonbardi an

Ghi bellines, who followed the inperial |ead, had recourse to
Castruccio for help and counsel, and all pronised himthe governorship
of his country, if enabled to recover it with his assistance. Anbng
these exiles were Matteo Guidi, Nardo Scolari, Lapo UWoerti, Gerozzo
Nardi, and Piero Buonaccorsi, all exiled Florentines and Ghi belli nes.
Castruccio had the secret intention of becomng the naster of all
Tuscany by the aid of these nen and of his own forces; and in order to
gain greater weight in affairs, he entered into a | eague with Messer
Matteo Visconti, the Prince of Mlan, and organized for himthe forces
of his city and the country districts. As Lucca had five gates, he

di vided his own country districts into five parts, which he supplied
with arns, and enrolled the nen under captains and ensigns, so that he
could quickly bring into the field twenty thousand sol di ers, w thout

t hose whom he coul d summon to his assistance from Pisa. Wile he
surrounded hinmself with these forces and allies, it happened at Msser
Matteo Visconti was attacked by the Guel phs of Piacenza, who had
driven out the Ghibellines with the assistance of a Florentine arny
and the King Ruberto. Messer Matteo called upon Castruccio to invade
the Florentines in their own territories, so that, being attacked at
hone, they should be conpelled to draw their army out of Lonbardy in
order to defend thensel ves. Castrucci o i nvaded the Val darno, and

sei zed Fucecchio and San Mniato, inflicting i mense damage upon the
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country. Whereupon the Florentines recalled their arny, which had
scarcely reached Tuscany, when Castruccio was forced by other

necessities to return to Lucca.

There resided in the city of Lucca the Poggio famly, who were so
powerful that they could not only elevate Castrucci o, but even advance
himto the dignity of prince; and it appearing to themthey had not
received such rewards for their services as they deserved, they
incited other famlies to rebel and to drive Castruccio out of Lucca.
They found their opportunity one norning, and arning thensel ves, they
set upon the lieutenant whom Castruccio had | eft to nmaintain order and
killed him They endeavoured to raise the people in revolt, but
Stefano di Poggi o, a peaceable old nan who had taken no hand in the
rebellion, intervened and conpelled themby his authority to |ay down
their arnms; and he offered to be their nmediator with Castruccio to
obtain fromhi mwhat they desired. Therefore they laid down their arns
with no greater intelligence than they had taken them up. Castrucci o,
havi ng heard the news of what had happened at Lucca, at once put
Pagol o Guinigi in command of the arnmy, and with a troop of cavalry set
out for hone. Contrary to his expectations, he found the rebellion at
an end, yet he posted his nmen in the npst advantageous pl aces
throughout the city. As it appeared to Stefano that Castruccio ought
to be very nuch obliged to him he sought himout, and without saying
anything on his own behalf, for he did not recognize any need for
doi ng so, he begged Castruccio to pardon the other nmenbers of his
famly by reason of their youth, their fornmer friendships, and the

obl i gations which Castruccio was under to their house. To this
Castruccio graciously responded, and begged Stefano to reassure

hi nsel f, declaring that it gave himnore pleasure to find the tunult
at an end than it had ever caused himanxiety to hear of its

i nception. He encouraged Stefano to bring his famly to him saying
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that he thanked God for having given himthe opportunity of show ng
his clenmency and liberality. Upon the word of Stefano and Castruccio
they surrendered, and with Stefano were inmediately thrown into prison
and put to death. Meanwhile the Florentines had recovered San M ni ato,
wher eupon it seenmed advisable to Castruccio to nake peace, as it did
not appear to himthat he was sufficiently secure at Lucca to | eave
hi m He approached the Florentines with the proposal of a truce, which
they readily entertained, for they were weary of the war, and desirous
of getting rid of the expenses of it. Atreaty was concluded with them
for two years, by which both parties agreed to keep the conquests they
had made. Castruccio thus released fromthis trouble, turned his
attention to affairs in Lucca, and in order that he should not again
be subject to the perils fromwhich he had just escaped, he, under

vari ous pretences and reasons, first wi ped out all those who by their
anbition mght aspire to the principality; not sparing one of them

but depriving them of country and property, and those whom he had in
his hands of life also, stating that he had found by experience that
none of themwere to be trusted. Then for his further security he
raised a fortress in Lucca with the stones of the towers of those whom

he had killed or hunted out of the state.

Whi | st Castrucci o nade peace with the Florentines, and strengthened
his position in Lucca, he neglected no opportunity, short of open war,
of increasing his inportance el sewhere. It appeared to himthat if he
coul d get possession of Pistoia, he would have one foot in Florence,
which was his great desire. He, therefore, in various ways nade
friends with the nountai neers, and worked matters so in Pistoia that
both parties confided their secrets to him Pistoia was divided, as it
al ways had been, into the Bianchi and Neri parties; the head of the

Bi anchi was Bastiano di Possente, and of the Neri, Jacopo da G a. Each
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of these nmen held secret communi cations with Castrucci o, and each
desired to drive the other out of the city; and, after many
threatenings, they came to blows. Jacopo fortified hinmself at the

Fl orenti ne gate, Bastiano at that of the Lucchese side of the city;
both trusted nore in Castruccio than in the Florentines, because they
bel i eved that Castruccio was far nmore ready and willing to fight than
the Florentines, and they both sent to himfor assistance. He gave
prom ses to both, saying to Bastiano that he would cone in person, and
to Jacopo that he would send his pupil, Pagolo GQuinigi. At the
appointed tine he sent forward Pagol o by way of Pisa, and went hinself
direct to Pistoia; at mdnight both of them net outside the city, and
both were admtted as friends. Thus the two | eaders entered, and at a
signhal given by Castruccio, one killed Jacopo da G a, and the other
Basti ano di Possente, and both took prisoners or killed the partisans
of either faction. Wthout further opposition Pistoia passed into the
hands of Castruccio, who, having forced the Signoria to | eave the

pal ace, conpelled the people to yield obedience to him naking them
many prom ses and renmitting their old debts. The countryside fl ocked
to the city to see the new prince, and all were filled with hope and
qui ckly settled down, influenced in a great neasure by his great

val our .

About this tine great disturbances arose in Ronme, owing to the
dearness of |iving which was caused by the absence of the pontiff at
Avi gnon. The German governor, Enrico, was nmuch bl anmed for what
happened--nurders and tunults followi ng each other daily, without his
being able to put an end to them This caused Enrico nuch anxiety | est
the Romans should call in Ruberto, the King of Naples, who would drive
the Gernans out of the city, and bring back the Pope. Having no nearer
friend to whom he could apply for help than Castrucci o, he sent to

him begging himnot only to give himassistance, but also to cone in
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person to Rone. Castruccio considered that he ought not to hesitate to
render the enperor this service, because he believed that he hinself
woul d not be safe if at any tine the enperor ceased to hold Rone.
Leavi ng Pagol o Guinigi in command at Lucca, Castruccio set out for
Rone with six hundred horsenen, where he was received by Enrico with
the greatest distinction. In a short tinme the presence of Castruccio
obt ai ned such respect for the enperor that, w thout bl oodshed or

vi ol ence, good order was restored, chiefly by reason of Castruccio
havi ng sent by sea fromthe country round Pisa |arge quantities of
corn, and thus renoved the source of the trouble. When he had

chasti sed sone of the Roman | eaders, and adnoni shed others, voluntary
obedi ence was rendered to Enrico. Castruccio received many honours,
and was nade a Roman senator. This dignity was assunmed with the

great est ponp, Castruccio being clothed in a brocaded toga, which had
the following words enbroidered on its front: "I amwhat God wills."

Whi | st on the back was: "Wiat CGod desires shall be."

During this time the Florentines, who were nmuch enraged that
Castrucci o shoul d have sei zed Pistoia during the truce, considered how
they could tenpt the city to rebel, to do which they thought woul d not
be difficult in his absence. Anong the exiled Pistoians in Florence
were Bal do Cecchi and Jacopo Bal dini, both nen of |eading and ready to
face danger. These nen kept up communi cations with their friends in
Pistoia, and with the aid of the Florentines entered the city by

ni ght, and after driving out sone of Castruccio's officials and
partisans, and killing others, they restored the city to its freedom
The news of this greatly angered Castruccio, and taking | eave of
Enrico, he pressed on in great haste to Pistoia. Wen the Florentines
heard of his return, knowing that he would | ose no tine, they decided

to intercept himwith their forces in the Val di N evole, under the
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belief that by doing so they would cut off his road to Pistoia.
Assenbling a great arny of the supporters of the Guel ph cause, the

Fl orentines entered the Pistoian territories. On the other hand,
Castrucci o reached Montecarlo with his arny; and having heard where
the Florentines' |ay, he decided not to encounter it in the plains of
Pistoia, nor to await it in the plains of Pescia, but, as far as he
possibly could, to attack it boldly in the Pass of Serravalle. He
believed that if he succeeded in this design, victory was assured,

al t hough he was informed that the Florentines had thirty thousand nen,
whi Il st he had only twelve thousand. Although he had every confidence
in his own abilities and the valour of his troops, yet he hesitated to
attack his eneny in the open | est he should be overwhel med by nunbers.
Serravalle is a castle between Pescia and Pistoia, situated on a hill
whi ch bl ocks the Val di N evole, not in the exact pass, but about a
bowshot beyond; the pass itself is in places narrow and steep, whil st
in general it ascends gently, but is still narrow, especially at the
sumit where the waters divide, so that twenty nmen side by side could
hold it. The lord of Serravalle was Manfred, a CGernman, who, before
Castrucci o becane lord of Pistoia, had been allowed to remain in
possessi on of the castle, it being commbn to the Lucchese and the

Pi st oi ans, and unclained by either--neither of themw shing to

di spl ace Manfred as |long as he kept his promse of neutrality, and
came under obligations to no one. For these reasons, and al so because
the castle was well fortified, he had al ways been able to maintain his
position. It was here that Castruccio had deternined to fall upon his
eneny, for here his few nmen woul d have the advantage, and there was no
fear lest, seeing the large nasses of the hostile force before they
becane engaged, they should not stand. As soon as this trouble with

Fl orence arose, Castrucci o saw the i nmense advantage whi ch possession
of this castle would give him and having an intimate friendship with

a resident in the castle, he nanaged matters so with himthat four
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hundred of his nen were to be adnitted into the castle the night

before the attack on the Florentines, and the castellan put to death.

Castrucci o, having prepared everything, had now to encourage the
Florentines to persist in their desire to carry the seat of war away
fromPistoia into the Val di N evole, therefore he did not nove his
army from Mntecarlo. Thus the Florentines hurried on until they
reached their encanpnent under Serravalle, intending to cross the hil
on the following norning. In the neantime, Castruccio had seized the
castle at night, had al so noved his army from Montecarl o, and marchi ng
fromthence at mdnight in dead silence, had reached the foot of
Serraval l e: thus he and the Florentines commenced the ascent of the
hill at the same tine in the norning. Castruccio sent forward his
infantry by the main road, and a troop of four hundred horsemen by a
path on the left towards the castle. The Florentines sent forward four
hundred caval ry ahead of their army which was foll owi ng, never
expecting to find Castruccio in possession of the hill, nor were they
aware of his having seized the castle. Thus it happened that the

Fl orenti ne horsenmen nounting the hill were conpletely taken by
surprise when they discovered the infantry of Castruccio, and so close
were they upon it they had scarcely tinme to pull down their visors. It
was a case of unready soldiers being attacked by ready, and they were
assailed with such vigour that with difficulty they could hold their
own, al though sone few of them got through. Wen the noise of the
fighting reached the Florentine canp below, it was filled with
confusion. The cavalry and infantry becane inextricably m xed: the
captains were unable to get their men either backward or forward,
owi ng to the narrowness of the pass, and anid all this tunult no one
knew what ought to be done or what could be done. In a short tine the

cavalry who were engaged with the eneny's infantry were scattered or
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killed w thout having nmade any effective defence because of their
unfortunate position, although in sheer desperation they had offered a
stout resistance. Retreat had been inpossible, with the nountains on
both flanks, whilst in front were their enemes, and in the rear their
friends. Wien Castruccio saw that his nmen were unable to strike a

deci sive blow at the eneny and put themto flight, he sent one
thousand i nfantrynmen round by the castle, with orders to join the four
hundred horsenmen he had previ ously dispatched there, and conmanded the
whol e force to fall upon the flank of the eneny. These orders they
carried out with such fury that the Florentines could not sustain the
attack, but gave way, and were soon in full retreat--conquered nore hy
their unfortunate position than by the val our of their eneny. Those in
the rear turned towards Pistoia, and spread through the plains, each
man seeking only his own safety. The defeat was conplete and very
sangui nary. Many captains were taken prisoners, anmpbng whom were
Bandi ni dei Rossi, Francesco Brunell eschi, and G ovanni della Tosa

all Florentine noblenen, with many Tuscans and Neapol itans who fought
on the Florentine side, having been sent by King Ruberto to assist the
Guel phs. Inmediately the Pistoians heard of this defeat they drove out
the friends of the Quel phs, and surrendered to Castrucci o. He was not
content with occupying Prato and all the castles on the plains on both
sides of the Arno, but marched his arny into the plain of Peretola,
about two niles from Florence. Here he remai ned many days, dividing
the spoils, and celebrating his victory with feasts and ganes, hol di ng
horse races, and foot races for nen and wonen. He al so struck nedal s
in comenoration of the defeat of the Florentines. He endeavoured to
corrupt sone of the citizens of Florence, who were to open the city
gates at night; but the conspiracy was discovered, and the
participators in it taken and beheaded, anong whom were Tonmaso
Lupacci and Lanmbertucci o Frescobal di. This defeat caused the

Fl orenti nes great anxiety, and despairing of preserving their |iberty,
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they sent envoys to King Ruberto of Naples, offering himthe domni nion
of their city; and he, know ng of what inmense inportance the

mai nt enance of the QGuel ph cause was to him accepted it. He agreed
with the Florentines to receive fromthema yearly tribute of two
hundred t housand florins, and he send his son Carlo to Florence with

f our thousand hor senen

Shortly after this the Florentines were relieved in sonme degree of the
pressure of Castruccio's arny, owing to his being conpelled to | eave
his positions before Florence and narch on Pisa, in order to suppress
a conspiracy that had been raised agai nst himby Benedetto Lanfranchi,
one of the first men in Pisa, who could not endure that his fatherland
shoul d be under the dom nion of the Lucchese. He had formed this
conspiracy, intending to seize the citadel, kill the partisans of
Castruccio, and drive out the garrison. As, however, in a conspiracy
paucity of nunmbers is essential to secrecy, so for its execution a few
are not sufficient, and in seeking nore adherents to his conspiracy
Lanfranchi encountered a person who reveal ed the design to Castruccio.
This betrayal cannot be passed by wi thout severe reproach to Bonifacio
Cerchi and G ovanni Quidi, two Florentine exiles who were suffering
their banishnment in Pisa. Thereupon Castrucci o seized Benedetto and
put himto death, and beheaded many other noble citizens, and drove
their famlies into exile. It now appeared to Castruccio that both

Pi sa and Pistoia were thoroughly disaffected; he enployed nmuch thought
and energy upon securing his position there, and this gave the

Fl orentines their opportunity to reorganize their arny, and to await
the coming of Carlo, the son of the King of Naples. Wen Carlo arrived
they decided to |l ose no nore tinme, and assenbled a great arny of nore
than thirty thousand infantry and ten thousand caval ry--having call ed

to their aid every Quelph there was in Italy. They consulted whet her
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they should attack Pistoia or Pisa first, and decided that it would be
better to march on the latter--a course, owing to the recent
conspiracy, nore likely to succeed, and of nore advantage to them
because they believed that the surrender of Pistoia would follow the

acqui sition of Pisa.

In the early part of May 1328, the Florentines put in notion this arny
and qui ckly occupi ed Lastra, Signa, Montelupo, and Enpoli, passing
fromthence on to San M niato. Wen Castrucci o heard of the enornous
army which the Florentines were sending against him he was in no
degree al arned, believing that the time had now arrived when Fortune
woul d deliver the enpire of Tuscany into his hands, for he had no
reason to think that his enenmy would nmake a better fight, or had
better prospects of success, than at Pisa or Serravalle. He assenbl ed
twenty thousand foot soldiers and four thousand horsenmen, and with
this arny went to Fucecchio, whilst he sent Pagolo Quinigi to Pisa
with five thousand infantry. Fucecchio has a stronger position than
any other town in the Pisan district, owing to its situation between
the rivers Arno and Gusciana and its slight el evation above the
surroundi ng plain. Mreover, the eneny could not hinder its being
victual |l ed unl ess they divided their forces, nor could they approach
it either fromthe direction of Lucca or Pisa, nor could they get
through to Pisa, or attack Castruccio' s forces except at a

di sadvantage. In one case they would find thensel ves pl aced between
his two arm es, the one under his own command and the ot her under
Pagol o, and in the other case they would have to cross the Arno to get
to close quarters with the eneny, an undertaking of great hazard. In
order to tenpt the Florentines to take this latter course, Castruccio
withdrew his nen fromthe banks of the river and placed them under the
wal I s of Fucecchi o, | eaving a wi de expanse of |and between them and

the river.
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The Fl orentines, having occupied San M niato, held a council of war to
deci de whet her they should attack Pisa or the arny of Castruccio, and,
havi ng wei ghed the difficulties of both courses, they decided upon the
latter. The river Arno was at that time | ow enough to be fordable, yet
the water reached to the shoulders of the infantrynmen and to the
saddl es of the horsenen. On the norning of 10 June 1328, the

Fl orenti nes comenced the battle by ordering forward a nunber of
cavalry and ten thousand infantry. Castrucci o, whose plan of action
was fixed, and who well knew what to do, at once attacked the
Florentines with five thousand infantry and three thousand horsenen,
not allowing themto issue fromthe river before he charged them he
al so sent one thousand light infantry up the river bank, and the sane
nunber down the Arno. The infantry of the Florentines were so nmuch

i npeded by their arns and the water that they were not able to nount
the banks of the river, whilst the cavalry had nade the passage of the
river nore difficult for the others, by reason of the few who had
crossed having broken up the bed of the river, and this being deep
with nmud, many of the horses rolled over with their riders and many of
them had stuck so fast that they could not nove. Wen the Florentine
captains saw the difficulties their nmen were nmeeting, they wthdrew
them and noved hi gher up the river, hoping to find the river bed | ess
treacherous and the banks nore adapted for |anding. These nen were net
at the bank by the forces which Castruccio had al ready sent forward,
who, being light armed with bucklers and javelins in their hands, |et
fly with tremendous shouts into the faces and bodi es of the cavalry.
The horses, alarnmed by the noise and the wounds, would not nove
forward, and tranpl ed each other in great confusion. The fight between
the men of Castruccio and those of the eneny who succeeded in crossing

was sharp and terrible; both sides fought with the utnost desperation
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and neither would yield. The soldiers of Castruccio fought to drive
the others back into the river, whilst the Florentines strove to get a
footing on land in order to nake roomfor the others pressing forward,
who if they could but get out of the water would be able to fight, and
inthis obstinate conflict they were urged on by their captains.
Castruccio shouted to his nen that these were the sane enem es whom
they had before conquered at Serravalle, whilst the Florentines
reproached each other that the many shoul d be overcone by the few At

| engt h Castruccio, seeing how long the battle had |asted, and that
both his nmen and the eneny were utterly exhausted, and that both sides
had many killed and wounded, pushed forward anot her body of infantry
to take up a position at the rear of those who were fighting; he then
commanded these latter to open their ranks as if they intended to
retreat, and one part of themto turn to the right and another to the
left. This cleared a space of which the Florentines at once took
advant age, and thus gai ned possession of a portion of the battlefield.
But when these tired soldiers found thensel ves at close quarters with
Castruccio's reserves they could not stand agai nst them and at once
fell back into the river. The cavalry of either side had not as yet

gai ned any deci sive advantage over the other, because Castruccio,
knowing his inferiority in this arm had commanded his | eaders only to
stand on the defensive against the attacks of their adversaries, as he
hoped t hat when he had overcone the infantry he would be able to make
short work of the cavalry. This fell out as he had hoped, for when he
saw the Florentine arnmy driven back across the river he ordered the
remai nder of his infantry to attack the cavalry of the eneny. This
they did with lance and javelin, and, joined by their own cavalry,

fell upon the eneny with the greatest fury and soon put himto flight.
The Florentine captains, having seen the difficulty their cavalry had
met with in crossing the river, had attenpted to nake their infantry

cross |lower down the river, in order to attack the flanks of
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Castruccio's arnmy. But here, also, the banks were steep and al ready
lined by the men of Castruccio, and this novenment was quite usel ess.
Thus the Florentines were so conpletely defeated at all points that
scarcely a third of them escaped, and Castrucci o was agai n covered
with glory. Many captains were taken prisoners, and Carlo, the son of
King Ruberto, with M chel agnol o Fal coni and Taddeo degli Al bizzi, the
Fl orenti ne comm ssioners, fled to Enpoli. If the spoils were great,
the slaughter was infinitely greater, as night be expected in such a
battle. O the Florentines there fell twenty thousand two hundred and
thirty-one nen, whilst Castruccio |ost one thousand five hundred and

seventy nen.

But Fortune grow ng envious of the glory of Castruccio took away his
life just at the tine when she should have preserved it, and thus
ruined all those plans which for so long a tinme he had worked to carry
into effect, and in the successful prosecution of which nothing but
death coul d have stopped him Castruccio was in the thick of the
battl e the whol e of the day; and when the end of it cane, although
fatigued and overheated, he stood at the gate of Fucecchio to wel conme
his nen on their return fromvictory and personally thank them He was
also on the watch for any attenpt of the eneny to retrieve the
fortunes of the day; he being of the opinion that it was the duty of a
good general to be the first nan in the saddle and the | ast out of it.
Here Castrucci o stood exposed to a wind which often rises at m dday on
the banks of the Arno, and which is often very unhealthy; fromthis he
took a chill, of which he thought nothing, as he was accustoned to
such troubles; but it was the cause of his death. On the foll ow ng

ni ght he was attacked with high fever, which increased so rapidly that
the doctors saw it nust prove fatal. Castruccio, therefore, called

Pagolo Guinigi to him and addressed himas foll ows:
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"If | could have believed that Fortune would have cut nme off in the

nm dst of the career which was leading to that glory which all ny
successes prom sed, | should have | aboured |l ess, and | shoul d have
left thee, if a snaller state, at least with fewer enenmies and perils,
because | shoul d have been content with the governorshi ps of Lucca and
Pisa. | should neither have subjugated the Pistoians, nor outraged the
Florentines with so many injuries. But | would have made both these
peoples ny friends, and | should have lived, if no |onger, at |east
nore peacefully, and have |l eft you a state without a doubt smaller,

but one nore secure and established on a surer foundation. But

Fortune, who insists upon having the arbitranent of human affairs, did
not endow nme with sufficient judgment to recognize this fromthe
first, nor the tine to surnount it. Thou hast heard, for many have
told thee, and | have never concealed it, how | entered the house of
thy father whilst yet a boy--a stranger to all those anbitions which
every generous soul should feel--and how | was brought up by him and
| oved as though | had been born of his blood; how under his governance
| learned to be valiant and capabl e of availing nyself of all that
fortune, of which thou hast been w tness. Wen thy good father cane to
die, he conmitted thee and all his possessions to ny care, and | have
brought thee up with that |ove, and increased thy estate with that
care, which | was bound to show. And in order that thou shoul dst not
only possess the estate which thy father left, but also that which ny
fortune and abilities have gained, | have never nmarried, so that the

| ove of children should never deflect ny nmind fromthat gratitude
which | owed to the children of thy father. Thus | |eave thee a vast
estate, of which | amwell content, but | am deeply concerned,

i nasnuch as | leave it thee unsettled and insecure. Thou hast the city
of Lucca on thy hands, which will never rest contented under they

governnent. Thou hast also Pisa, where the nmen are of nature
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changeabl e and unreliable, who, although they nay be sonetinmes held in
subj ection, yet they will ever disdain to serve under a Lucchese.
Pistoia is also disloyal to thee, she being eaten up with factions and
deeply incensed against thy famly by reason of the wongs recently
inflicted upon them Thou hast for neighbours the offended
Florentines, injured by us in a thousand ways, but not utterly
destroyed, who will hail the news of ny death with nore delight than
they would the acquisition of all Tuscany. In the Enperor and in the
princes of MIlan thou canst place no reliance, for they are far

di stant, slow, and their help is very long in conming. Therefore, thou
hast no hope in anything but in thine ow abilities, and in the nmenory
of nmy valour, and in the prestige which this latest victory has
brought thee; which, as thou knowest how to use it with prudence, wll
assist thee to cone to terms with the Florentines, who, as they are
suffering under this great defeat, should be inclined to listen to
thee. And whereas | have sought to nmake them ny enem es, because
believed that war with them woul d conduce to nmy power and glory, thou
hast every inducenent to nake friends of them because their alliance
will bring thee advantages and security. It is of the greatest
important in this world that a man shoul d know hinsel f, and the
nmeasure of his own strength and neans; and he who knows that he has
not a genius for fighting nmust learn howto govern by the arts of
peace. And it will be well for thee to rule they conduct by ny
counsel, and to learn in this way to enjoy what ny |life-work and
dangers have gained; and in this thou wilt easily succeed when thou
hast learnt to believe that what | have told thee is true. And thou
wilt be doubly indebted to ne, in that | have left thee this real mand

have taught thee how to keep it."

After this there cane to Castruccio those citizens of Pisa, Pistoia,
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and Lucca, who had been fighting at his side, and whil st reconmendi ng
Pagol o to them and maki ng them swear obedi ence to himas his
successor, he died. He left a happy nenory to those who had known him
and no prince of those tines was ever loved with such devotion as he
was. Hi s obsequies were celebrated with every sign of nmourning, and he
was buried in San Francesco at Lucca. Fortune was not so friendly to
Pagol o Gui nigi as she had been to Castruccio, for he had not the
abilities. Not long after the death of Castruccio, Pagolo |ost Pisa,
and then Pistoia, and only with difficulty held on to Lucca. This
latter city continued in the famly of Guinigi until the tine of the

gr eat - grandson of Pagol o.

From what has been related here it will be seen that Castruccio was a
man of exceptional abilities, not only nmeasured by nen of his own
time, but also by those of an earlier date. In stature he was above
the ordinary height, and perfectly proportioned. He was of a gracious
presence, and he wel comed nmen with such urbanity that those who spoke
with himrarely left himdispleased. H's hair was inclined to be red,
and he wore it cut short above the ears, and, whether it rained or
snowed, he always went without a hat. He was delightful anmong friends,
but terrible to his enenies; just to his subjects; ready to play fal se
with the unfaithful, and willing to overcone by fraud those whom he
desired to subdue, because he was wont to say that it was the victory
that brought the glory, not the nethods of achieving it. No one was
bol der in facing danger, none nore prudent in extricating hinself. He
was accustoned to say that nmen ought to attenpt everything and fear
not hing; that God is a |over of strong nmen, because one al ways sees
that the weak are chastised by the strong. He was al so wonderfully
sharp or biting though courteous in his answers; and as he did not

| ook for any indulgence in this way of speaking fromothers, so he was

not angered with others did not showit to him It has often happened
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that he has listened quietly when others have spoken sharply to him
as on the follow ng occasions. He had caused a ducat to be given for a
partridge, and was taken to task for doing so by a friend, to whom
Castrucci o had said: "You would not have given nore than a penny."
"That is true," answered the friend. Then said Castruccio to him "A
ducat is much less to ne." Having about hima flatterer on whom he had
spat to show that he scorned him the flatterer said to him
"Fisherman are willing to let the waters of the sea saturate themin
order that they nake take a fewlittle fishes, and | allow nyself to
be wetted by spittle that | may catch a whale"; and this was not only
heard by Castruccio with patience but rewarded. When told by a priest
that it was wicked for himto |live so sunptuously, Castruccio said:

"If that be a vice than you should not fare so splendidly at the

feasts of our saints." Passing through a street he saw a young nman as
he canme out of a house of ill fame blush at being seen by Castruccio,
and said to him "Thou shoul dst not be ashaned when thou conest out,

but when thou goest into such places." A friend gave hima very
curiously tied knot to undo and was told: "Fool, do you think that |
wish to untie a thing which gave so nmuch trouble to fasten.”
Castruccio said to one who professed to be a phil osopher: "You are
i ke the dogs who always run after those who will give themthe best

to eat," and was answered: "W are rather like the doctors who go to
the houses of those who have the greatest need of them" Going by
water from Pisa to Leghorn, Castruccio was nuch disturbed by a
dangerous stormthat sprang up, and was reproached for cowardice by
one of those with him who said that he did not fear anything.
Castrucci o answered that he did not wonder at that, since every man
val ued his soul for what is was worth. Being asked by one what he

ought to do to gain estimation, he said: "Wen thou goest to a banquet

take care that thou dost not seat one piece of wood upon another." To
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a person who was boasting that he had read many things, Castruccio
said: "He knows better than to boast of remenbering nany things."
Sonmeone bragged that he could drink nmuch without beconi ng intoxicated.

Castruccio replied: "An ox does the same." Castrucci o was acquai nted
with a girl with whom he had intimate rel ations, and being blaned by a
friend who told himthat it was undignified for himto be taken in by
a woman, he said: "She has not taken ne in, | have taken her." Being
al so blaned for eating very dainty foods, he answered: "Thou dost not
spend as nuch as | do?" and being told that it was true, he continued:
"Then thou art nore avaricious than | amgluttonous." Being invited by
Taddeo Bernardi, a very rich and splendid citizen of Luca, to supper,
he went to the house and was shown by Taddeo into a chanber hung with
silk and paved with fine stones representing flowers and foliage of
the nost beautiful colouring. Castruccio gathered sonme saliva in his
nouth and spat it out upon Taddeo, and seeing hi mnuch di sturbed by
this, said to him "I knew not where to spit in order to offend thee

| ess. " Being asked how Caesar died he said: "God willing | will die as
he did." Being one night in the house of one of his gentlenen where
many | adi es were assenbl ed, he was reproved by one of his friends for
danci ng and anusing hinself with them nore than was usual in one of
his station, so he said: "He who is considered wise by day will not be
consi dered a fool at night." A person cane to denmand a favour of
Castruccio, and thinking he was not listening to his plea threw

hi nsel f on his knees to the ground, and being sharply reproved by
Castruccio, said: "Thou art the reason of ny acting thus for thou hast
thy ears in thy feet," whereupon he obtained double the favour he had
asked. Castruccio used to say that the way to hell was an easy one,
seeing that it was in a dowward direction and you travell ed

bl i ndf ol ded. Bei ng asked a favour by one who used many superfl uous
words, he said to him "Wen you have anot her request to make, send

soneone el se to nake it." Having been wearied by a simlar man with a
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| ong oration who wound up by saying: "Perhaps | have fatigued you by
speaki ng so long," Castruccio said: "You have not, because | have not
listened to a word you said." He used to say of one who had been a
beautiful child and who afterwards becanme a fine man, that he was
danger ous, because he first took the husbands fromthe w ves and now
he took the wives fromtheir husbands. To an envi ous nan who | aughed,

he said: "Do you | augh because you are successful or because anot her

is unfortunate?" Wiilst he was still in the charge of Messer Francesco
Qui nigi, one of his conpanions said to him "Wat shall | give you if
you will let ne give you a blow on the nose?" Castruccio answered: "A

hel met." Having put to death a citizen of Lucca who had been
instrunental in raising himto power, and being told that he had done
wong to kill one of his old friends, he answered that people deceived
thensel ves; he had only killed a new eneny. Castruccio praised greatly
those men who intended to take a wife and then did not do so, saying
that they were |ike nmen who said they would go to sea, and then
refused when the tine cane. He said that it always struck himwth
surprise that whilst nmen in buying an earthen or glass vase woul d
sound it first to learnif it were good, yet in choosing a wi fe they
were content with only |l ooking at her. He was once asked in what
manner he would wi sh to be buried when he died, and answered: "Wth
the face turned downwards, for | know when | am gone this country will
be turned upside down." On being asked if it had ever occurred to him
to becone a friar in order to save his soul, he answered that it had
not, because it appeared strange to himthat Fra Lazerone should go to
Par adi se and Ugucci one della Faggiuola to the Inferno. He was once
asked when should a man eat to preserve his health, and replied: "If
the man be rich let himeat when he is hungry; if he be poor, then
when he can." Seeing on of his gentlenmen nake a nenber of his famly

| ace himup, he said to him "I pray God that you will let himfeed
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you al so." Seeing that someone had witten upon his house in Latin the
words: "May God preserve this house fromthe wicked," he said, "The
owner nust never go in." Passing through one of the streets he saw a
snmal |l house with a very large door, and remarked: "That house will fly

through the door." He was having a discussion with the anbassador of
the King of Naples concerning the property of some bani shed nobl es,
when a di spute arose between them and the anbassador asked himif he
had no fear of the king. "Is this king of yours a bad man or a good
one?" asked Castruccio, and was told that he was a good one, whereupon

he said, "Wiy should you suggest that | should be afraid of a good

man?"

| could recount many other stories of his sayings both witty and

wei ghty, but | think that the above will be sufficient testinony to
his high qualities. He lived forty-four years, and was in every way a
prince. And as he was surrounded by nmany evi dences of his good
fortune, so he also desired to have near himsone nenorials of his bad
fortune; therefore the manacl es with which he was chained in prison
are to be seen to this day fixed up in the tower of his residence,
where they were placed by himto testify for ever to his days of
adversity. As in his Ilife he was inferior neither to Philip of

Macedon, the father of Al exander, nor to Scipio of Rone, so he died in
the sanme year of his age as they did, and he woul d doubtl| ess have
excel | ed both of them had Fortune decreed that he should be born, not

in Lucca, but in Macedonia or Rone.
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