Madame Chair,

        I am composing this letter to vent my continued and growing frustration with the unfair treatment of my city, Washington, DC.  I am a sixteen year old native resident and rising senior at the School Without Walls Senior High School in Northwest located at 2130 G St.  Recently, there have been many stories on television and in the Post about the lawsuit which is being filed by more than a dozen District residents and city officials to obtain a commuter tax. 

        This tax is designed to offset the effects of hundreds of thousands, if not millions of commuters streaming into the District from Maryland and Virginia (including your county), to work daily.  I have heard from more than one source that approximately 70% of those who work in the District live elsewhere.  This income is streaming out of the city tax free.  This seems outrageous to me considering how many people from your county, and numerous others in the region, use our facilities daily.  I commute to school in the morning by Metrobus.  Without exaggeration, the vast majority of the cars I see on my city's roads headed downtown have Maryland and Virginia license plates.  I have walked many blocks downtown without seeing a single parking space utilized by a single District resident because your constituents (and those of other suburban communities) use them up.  

        I doubt that you can seriously question the innumerable benefits that Fairfax County receives from the District.  The region would not be half as important or sophisticated as it is now were the District not where it is.  This is why am I puzzled as to why Virginia (especially your county) is so vehemently opposed to paying for services that you use.  DC has the highest taxes in the region to subsidize the money we lose from commuters' wear and tear on the city.  Please tell me your logical argument as to why DC should not be able to impose a graduated or flat rate commuter tax on non-District residents that use our city's infrastructure so much.  I don't see the Home Rule Act of 1974 as valid reason because that could be easily amended.  

       The only logical reason I can see for your county's staunch opposition to a commuter tax is the fact that it would be money out of your pockets.  There is no ideology behind this as Supervisors Connolly, Frey, and Mendelsohn feigned at your board meeting on July 21st of this year.  They said that a commuter tax would damage regional cooperation and called for the board to vigorously defend the region and the country from our efforts to strike the District Clause of the Constitution (these comments were taken from the minutes of your July 21st meeting).  Furthermore, they suggested that Congress continue its efforts to ensure better financial management in the District.  How dare your board undermine the District by inferring that we are incapable of handling our own affairs.  Perhaps if we had the median household income of Fairfax County and didn't have to get everything approved by Congress, we'd have better financial management. 

        According to the 2000 Census, the median household income is $81,050, nearly twice the national average.  DC's median household income however, was a mere $40,127, below the national average.  Also, 20.2% of District residents live below the poverty line as opposed to only 4.5% in your county.  I mention these facts to reiterate that your county benefits greatly from the District and we must deal with the extra burden of your residents using our infrastructure daily.  Since your board opposes a commuter tax, it is doubtful that you support full home rule and voting congressional representation for the District since these rights given to all other American citizens outside of the territories (who don't pay federal taxes) would open the road to a commuter tax.  Rest assured, we shall receive our rights some day.  I would greatly appreciate a response to this letter and will be forwarding it to the other members of the Board of Supervisors.  Taxation without representation is tyranny.

 

p.s.,  Your board wants to be offended by Jack Evans comments, perhaps you all should own up to your financial debt and prove his assertion that Virginians are "greedy" and "backwards" wrong.

 

~James Davis II

Irate resident of the District of Columbia

