PREFACE

In the beginning....

      a booklet was prepared with the thought that it would include only the photos of the graduating classes that used to adorn the walls at Lyons High School.  After the closing of Lyons High School in 1967, these photos were removed from the school and were, for many years, missing. They were eventually found in a barn near Lyons but most of the pictures were damaged either by water, broken glass, or missing frames. At first it was thought that perhaps the pictures could be repaired, but  that would have been a costly (and perhaps impossible) endeavor and there were no funds to work with. Then, also, where would they be kept?  Who would want them?   To preserve these photos was the original purpose of that booklet, and the large pictures are still available if someone wishes to take charge of them.

      But as the years roll on, many changes occur.  The class rosters dwindle as a result of death, and people relocate to new addresses.  It’s not always easy to keep up with these changes.  In an effort to try to keep it current, this web site was prepared, so that it would be available to reunion committees and others who might be interested.

      Most of the records of Lyons High School were destroyed, I am told, when they were moved to the new Tri-Valley School.  To obtain a listing of students in those early classes, from 1923 to 1935, much credit must be given to Esther Warwick Anderson, class of  1938, and  Alice Schjodt Kelly, class of 1927.  Class photographs were not taken  until 1936.  Esther also provided much of the history of the school, from a newspaper clipping in 1945 (unknown source), to her own memory of the school.  Joan Kelly Eitrheim, class of 1949, and Loren Amundson, a graduate of the 1949 class of Colton High School, also furnished some helpful information. 

     A very special thank you must go to Larkin Person, class of 1941, and Larry Person for photographing these damaged photographs.  As published in the first edition of the booklet, and now on to the website, you will note the water marks and other blemishes still remain but at least the photo is preserved.  It was necessary in some instances, such as 1947, to use the pictures in the school annual and then try to reconstruct portions of the old picture. The result is not as good as the original would have been, but it’s better than none at all.   Thanks also to the Class Agents who helped with locating members of their class.

     Of course, our teachers were so important to us.  We may have been a very small school, without the resources of larger city schools, but our school turned out  many  fine and successful members to our society.  I am not going to name any individuals, but the thought is that from our teachers we learned much which assisted us throughout our lifetime. 

       Many of our graduates were required to serve our country in times of conflict.  Four did not return. Stanley   Johnson,  class of 1936,  and Wendell   Hanson, class of 1937,  died in World War II.   Robert Erickson, class of 1946, died in Korea, and James L. Steineke, class of 1965, died in Vietnam.  Blessed be their memory!

     May the fond remembrances of Lyons High School forever

                                                                                                  ...be with everyone.
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