I have got 2 visually impaired children Luke 6 ½ and Scott almost 2 years old. And  5 year old Stephanie with no eye condition.

My 2 boys have been diagnosed with a form of cone Dystrophy and Nystagmus(involuntary movement of the eyes resulting in reduced distance and near vision) as well as photophobia.(dislike of bright conditions and glare).

Luke was diagnosed at Moorfields eye hospital when he was under one year old. We were never offered any help or support.

Luke had to struggle at playgroup and be terrified, would never leave my sight. He was very anxious and would not join in with other children or play.

We tried to get him to start a nursery but he never settled and would make himself sick.

I eventually found a nursery where they agreed that I could stay with Luke until he was happy to be left, which took a few weeks (6-8). I left him there for a couple of mornings a week, he was happy to stay with the adults but not to play with the children there.

We called the health visitor to discuss the problems we had with Luke and to try and get help, and what help did she give us??? She said Luke was violent and should not be allowed near other children and she wrote to Ofsted to get my job as a childminder cancelled. What a help that was. 

Actually Luke was never violent, he was scared of other children.

We have now moved from London to Hertfordshire just so Luke could get the best start, in a good school where they would be able to help him with his extra needs.

We recently found out (June 06) about a lot of help and benefits that we were never told excisted like Look, National blind children society, Benefits like DLA(disability living allowance that we only just won a few weeks ago, after a long battle), carers allowance  grants for equipment and other things. Which we missed out on for over 6 years!!!
We also found out about registration (luke is now registered blind), and disabled parking badge, low vision aid clinic. we are in the procees of applying for a Statement to get help at school.

Why are all those things kept quiet and why were they never offered to us as we were struggling all that time and never got any help. We now know that if you do not ask for help, then you do not even get offered anything. The problem is that you can not ask for things that you do not know exist, so they will never be offered to you like all the above benefits I just mentioned. 
Moving here has been great for Luke as he is now in a fantastic  school, where the head mistress is constantly fighting to give Luke access to the same learning material as the other children, and get him the help and equipment he needs.

Last summer he got a desktop CCTV magnifier at school which has been a great success.

We decided to apply to a charity to get one for home as well, we applied to Victa who accepted our grant and within 2 weeks it was delivered to us. Thank you very much Victa for giving Luke such a chance to a good start to his education.
It gives Luke independent access to books, reading, writing, nature (he loves nature), like bugs, flowers,… 

He can magnify anything he wants independently without constantly relying on an adult to support him.

Luke loves nature and is a regular visitor to the local nature reserve, he also likes going to art and craft classes.

He loves watching David Attenborough programs like ‘saving the planet’ and Bill Odie ‘Spring Watch, and Autumn watch’… .

We decided that he would benefit from having a portable CCTV magnifier and a Tv magnifying screen.

The portable CCTV magnifier can be taken everywhere Luke goes which means he has got the opportunity to look at anything he likes from food packets in the supermarket, to magazines, bugs at the nature reserve, or ants, flowers, small things anywhere,toys when building Konex, legos, reading, … giving him the maximum independence. He can take it to his grandmother’s house, on holiday, use it in the car to read or on the plane…  

We applied for a Grant from BDF(Birth Defect Foundation)New life, who contacted us to say that they were unable to give us the grant but  David and Victoria Beckhams had agreed to buy the equipment for us. Wow what a shock, I almost passed out when they told us on the phone. That was nothing compared to the look on Luke’s face when we told him! He felt so special. He knows that not many children get that kind of gift from David and Victoria Beckham. 
We got a call from Victoria Beckham’s mum who confirmed that David and Victoria had agreed to pay for the CCTV magnifier and TV screen for Luke.   

So we would like to thank David and Victoria Beckham for making a big difference to a little boys life by giving him the opportunity to see more clearly for his leisure and education and a chance to access almost the same as the other children.  
I also would like to mention a very important place where I found support, advice, help, and learnt so much: Lynsey Scott’s PVI parents forum:http://groups.yahoo.com/group/pvi/ 

