The Poppy Story - Author: American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Washington

Back
“These little red poppies, so red and so true – Hail the men who fought for the red, white, and blue.”

Merely crepe paper flowers, but with such ancestry. The are a replica of the famous Poppies which bloomed so profusely on the battlefields and around the countryside during World War I – The Poppies of Flander’s Field. These sturdy little flowers took root and bloomed in the raw earth of battle grace, providing nature’s tribute to the heroic dead. Since World War I, Poppies have been worn annually on Poppy Days as a symbol of remembrance – showing someone cares; someone is willing to lend a helping hand, honoring the dead and helping the disabled Veteran, his wife and children.

The Poppies, all hand made by our hospitalized Veterans, provide much needed therapy for them as well as a means of earning a little money. The Veteran are paid the flowers they make, and for many, this is the only opportunity they have to support themselves and their families. It also offers the Veteran a great pastime for the long hours spent in the hospital ward.

True, they are but simple little red crepe paper flowers – flowers of remembrance which The American Legion Auxiliary offer proudly to the public each May accomplish so much. All proceeds, after payment to the Veteran for making the Poppies, goes into a fund for aid to Veterans and their families, and scholarships for Veteran’s children.

We, in this great nation, have much to be thankful for. We are blessed above all the people on earth. We, especially as Americans, never find an end to our many privledges and freedoms – freedom of speech, freedom to worship as we please, freedom of expressing our choice of our Government officials by the privilege of voting, freedom to assemble. As you stand proudly before your Flag in salute, remember these freedoms were won for you by the many brave men, throughout history, who have fought to make our country the land of the free, indeed we have much to be thankful for. 

