GEOGRAPHY 285-401
Introduction to Planning

Fall 2003

M 6-8:45pm CB 213

INSTRUCTOR Lynn R. Phillips

1667 Patterson Office Tower



 Office Phone: 257-9147



 Email: Lphil2@uky.edu


Web site: www.geocities.com/lynnsclasses
OFFICE HOURS MWF 10:00-10:45am; other times by appointment.

REQUIRED TEXT

Levy, John M. 2004. Contemporary Urban Planning. Sixth Edition. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
IMPORTANT. In addition to the text, each student will be responsible for subscribing to "GEOPLANNING", the listserve/address book for this class. To subscribe, it is a multiple-step, but very easy process. First, simply 1) send a message to listserv@lsv.uky.edu (Note that there is no "e" at the end of "listserve") and in the body of the message, type "Subscribe GEOPLANNING YourFirstName YourLastName" (without the quotation marks, of course). 2) Within a minute or two of your sending that "subscribe" message, you should receive a "Command Confirmation" message from L-soft List Server at Univ of Kentucky. Check your inbox for this message about a minute from the time that you send the "subscribe" message. 3) Click on the web link as directed in the text of that message. 4) Within a few moments, you will then receive a confirmation email verifying that you successfully subscribed to GEOENVIRO. 5) Sit back and wait for email to come from my email address. There is no need for you to visit any website to access information as it is sent to you. 

Every student who wishes to remain in this course will be required to subscribe. THERE WILL BE NO HARD COPIES OF LISTSERVE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN CLASS. The listserve is my primary means of contacting you during the semester and providing necessary information such as review sheets before exams, relevant articles and other materials deemed appropriate. If you are not subscribed to the listserve, you will not receive these materials as no "hard copies" of course materials will be provided (repeated for emphasis). Students will be required to visit the listserve archives (visit uky.edu listserve website for instructions on how to retrieve archived information if you miss email messages from the listserve). Students may also contact me to use the listserve to help arrange study sessions for the exams or getting notes from other students resulting from your absence in class. 

****Students will also be responsible for providing the instructor a current email address so I may contact you individually through the semester.

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION.

GEO 285 is an introduction to the interdisciplinary profession of planning. The historical development of cities, transportation systems and regional land use patterns is discussed and the concomitant need for regional coordination and balance between land development and environmental deterioration. Specific tools of the planner will be highlighted, including zoning, subdivision regulations, political boards, airport noise abatement programs and growth management strategies, as well as means to encourage public participation in the planning process.

COURSE OVERVIEW

The course format will include lectures, small group discussion, classroom discussion and use of videos, maps and overhead transparencies. Supplemental web-based reading assignments will also be included, as well as handouts. Students will be provided ample advance time to make their own copies. This material will be included on tests!

1. Attendance is EXPECTED. Although attendance will not be taken, it is critical to attend class regularly to succeed in this course. Much of the material on exams will be presented in class. Class discussions can be great learning experiences and there is no substitute for them.

2. Read the assigned materials. They will be a part of class discussions, of which your involvement is EXPECTED.

3. A research paper will constitute 25% of your grade. Guidelines for this paper are included on this syllabus.

4. There will be two exams, plus the final, during the semester. Each will constitute 25% of the final grade. Exam questions will be true/false, multiple-choice, short answer and short essay. 

5. Grading scale is:



90-100%
A



80-89%
B



70-79%
C



60-69%
D



below 59%
E

6. The Final Exam for this class is scheduled for Monday, 12/15/03 at 6:00 pm in our regular classroom.  The Final is cumulative. All students are expected to take the final at this time. If you are taking a class that offers a common exam, check to see if there's a conflict.  And finally, please make your travel plans knowing the date of our final.

OTHER POLICIES

1. Make-up exams are not permitted without a University of Kentucky-approved excuse. Failure to take an examination at the scheduled or agreed-upon time will result in a score of 0 for that exam. No exceptions, so do not ask!

2. No extra credit is given in this class. With five opportunities for grades to be entered toward your final course grade, no one should need extra credit. Again, do not even ask.

3. No form of plagiarism or cheating will be tolerated. The University of Kentucky maintains that any student committing such offenses must receive an E for the course. The University reserves the right to levy additional punishment, including possible expulsion from the university. Specific procedures related to cheating/plagiarism can be found in your copy of the Student Rights and Responsibilities booklet. Each student will be asked to sign an honesty pledge prior to each exam. Students who cannot abide by this will be encouraged to withdraw from this class.

4. Snack foods and drinks are permitted in the classroom. No meals allowed unless there is enough for everyone! Please do not allow your food or drink to disrupt the class (crumple your wrapper at the end of class!) and dispose of your trash appropriately. 

5. Please refrain from use of tobacco products during class.

6. Cellular phones and pagers must be turned off in the classroom.
7. Please do not come late to class and do not get up and leave during class. This is disruptive to the instructor and students! Also, please wait until class is dismissed to pack the backpack.

8. Please be respectful of others in class, including the instructor. Every student should be free to ask questions without fear of ridicule or intimidation. Also, private conversations during class are disruptive and rude. Save your juicy gossip for the walk to your next class! Disrespectfulness will not be tolerated and the offending student will be asked to leave class.

9. If you cannot stay awake during class, stay home and nap where you’ll be more comfortable. Do not sleep in the classroom. If you choose to sleep in class, you will be rudely awakened by the instructor.

10. If you have a disability that will require special testing accommodations, please tell the instructor at the beginning of the semester.

11. If you are having problems with the course material, please come see the instructor sooner, rather than later. Don’t wait until things get completely out of hand. If you cannot come during scheduled office hours, email to make an appointment. Feel free to talk to me about your problems and we’ll do our best to correct them.

l. Have fun, ask questions and learn!

 

RESEARCH PAPER GUIDELINES (due at the beginning of class on Monday, NOV 10th)
 Each student will prepare an 8 page, typed research paper with bibliography, maps and graphs that addresses the historical and projected demographic, social and economic conditions within a Kentucky county as compared to the entire Commonwealth of Kentucky. After selecting a county, each student is required to analyze data from 1920, 1960 and 2000 to determine whether the study county has seen similar or different socioeconomic and demographic changes similar to the rest of the state. Students are then expected to provide a critical projection of conditions in the year 2030 for their county and provide justification for that response. Data for the following categories should include the years:

Suggested data for analysis 
County population totals; annual rates of growth/decline
Racial composition of population 

Per capita income

Numbers of persons living below the poverty level 
Primary economic activity of county (major industry?  Number of employees?)

Agricultural production information (numbers of persons engaged in agriculture, primary crops)

Mining output (or acreages of active mines)

Land Use data (% of county in forested, urban, agricultural land use)

Miles of publicly maintained roads in county

Much of these data can be gathered in Census Bureau (Census of Agriculture, Economic census information, Chamber of Commerce) information or by contacting your study county directly. Other reference sources are available in WT Young Library. 

Late papers will not be graded. NO excuses and no requests for extensions! Please begin this paper early so you will be able to turn it in on time!

 
COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to change!)

PRIVATE
Date
Readings
Topic

Mon, Sep 8
Ch 1
Intro to GEO285

Overview and the Need for Planning

 Sep 15
 Ch 2
Urbanization of America

 Sep 22
Ch 3,4
Urban Form

The History of Planning, OLMSTEAD FILM

 Sep 29
 Ch 4
History of Planning

Film:  Robert Moses

Oct 6
 Ch 5
Legal Basis of Planning

The Kentucky Example

 Oct 13
Ch 6,7
EXAM1

Planning and Politics, Social Issues

 Oct 20
Ch 8, 9
The Comprehensive Plan

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Rich Schein

Land Use Tools

 Oct 27
Ch 9, 10
Land Use Tools, Urban Design

 Nov 3
Ch 13
EXAM 2
Economic Development Tools/AIRPORTS

 Nov 10

PAPER DUE!!
Ch 15
Energy and Environmental Planning

Water management issues

 Nov 17
Ch 14
Growth Management Planning

Films: Rural Mass, Subdivide and Conquer

 Nov 24
Ch 16, 18
Urban Form, Regional Planning

 Dec 1

Sustainable Development  Guest Speaker: Bluegrass Tomorrow

 Dec 8

Wrap-Up/Final review

DEC 15th 6pm     FINAL EXAM
1
5

