GEOGRAPHY 210-001

Pollution, Hazards, and Environmental Management

Fall 2003

MWF 9:00-9:50  CB 247

INSTRUCTOR   Lynn R. Phillips



   1667 Patterson Office Tower



   Office Phone: 257-9147



   Email: Lphil2@uky.edu (best way to contact me)



Web site: www.geocities.com/lynnsclasses

OFFICE HOURS   MWF 10:00-10:45am



    Other times by appointment

REQUIRED TEXT

Cutter, Susan and William H. Renwick, 2004. Exploitation, Conservation, Preservation: A Geographic Perspective on Natural Resource Use. Fourth Edition.  New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.


IMPORTANT. In addition to the text, each student will be responsible for subscribing to "GEOENVIRO", the listserve/address book for this class.  To subscribe, it is a multiple-step, but very easy process.  First, simply 1) send a message to listserv@lsv.uky.edu and in the body of the message, type "Subscribe GEOENVIRO YourFirstName YourLastName" (without the quotation marks, of course).  2) Within a minute or two of your sending that “subscribe” message, you should receive a “Command Confirmation” message from L-soft List Server at Univ of Kentucky. Check your inbox for this message about a minute from the time that you send the “subscribe” message.  3) Open the command confirmation message and click on the web link as directed in the text of that message.  4) Within a few moments, you will then receive a confirmation email verifying that you successfully subscribed to GEOENVIRO. 5) Sit back and wait for email to come from my email address.  There is no need for you to visit any website to access information as it will be sent to you.  

   Every student who wishes to remain in this course will be required to subscribe. THERE WILL BE NO HARD COPIES OF LISTSERVE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN CLASS.  The listserve is my primary means of contacting you during the semester and providing necessary information such as review sheets before exams, relevant articles and other materials deemed appropriate.  If you are not subscribed to the listserve, you will not receive these materials as no "hard copies" of course materials will be provided (repeated for emphasis).  Students will be required to visit the listserve archives (visit uky.edu listserve website for instructions on how to retrieve archived information if you miss email messages from the listserve). Students may also contact me to use the listserve to help arrange study sessions for the exams or getting notes from other students resulting from your absence in class. 

****Students will also be responsible for providing the instructor a current email address so I may contact you individually through the semester.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
GEO 210 is an introduction to environmental systems such as weather and climate, vegetation, landforms and soils and how the quality of these systems is modified by human use.  Resource issues discussed include atmospheric pollution and global warming; groundwater, flooding and flood plain management; volcanic activity and earthquakes; and biospheric processes associated with deforestation and lake eutrophication. Case studies illustrating important environmental problems are presented with explanation of how human activity and environmental systems interrelate.

COURSE OVERVIEW

 The course format will include lectures, small group discussion, classroom discussion and use of videos, maps and overhead transparencies.  Supplemental web-based reading assignments will also be included, as well as information from the listserve.

 Attendance is EXPECTED. Although attendance will not be taken, it is critical to attend class regularly to succeed in this course.  Much of the material on exams will be presented in class.  Class discussions can be great learning experiences!

a) Read the assigned materials.  They will be a part of class discussions, of which your involvement is EXPECTED.

b) A research paper will constitute 20% of your grade. Guidelines for that paper are included below.

c) There will be three exams, plus the final, during the semester.  Each will constitute 20% of the final grade. Exam questions will be true/false, multiple-choice, short answer and short essay. 

d) Grading scale is:



90-100%
A



80-89%
B



70-79%
C



60-69%
D



below 59%
E

e) The Final Exam for this class is scheduled for Monday, 12/15/03 at 10:30 am. The Final is cumulative.  It will be held in our regular classroom. All students are expected to take the final at this time.  Please make your travel plans accordingly.

OTHER POLICIES

a. Make-up exams are not permitted without a University of Kentucky-approved excuse.  Failure to take an examination at the scheduled or agreed-upon time will result in a score of 0.  No exceptions, so do not ask!

b. No extra credit in this class. Again, do not even ask.

c. No form of plagiarism or cheating will be tolerated.  The University of Kentucky maintains that any student committing such offenses must receive an E for the course.  The University reserves the right to levy additional punishment, including possible expulsion from the university. Specific procedures related to cheating/plagiarism can be found in your copy of the Student Rights and Responsibilities booklet.  Each student will be asked to sign an honesty pledge prior to each exam.  Students who cannot abide by this will be encouraged to withdraw from this class.

d. Snack foods and drinks are permitted in the classroom. All trash must be removed from your desk space at the end of class.  Failure to do so will result in a loss of 10 points from your final grade.

e. Please refrain from use of tobacco products during class.

f. Cellular phones and pagers must be turned off in the classroom.

g. Please do not come late to class and do not get up and leave during class.  This is disruptive to the instructor and students!  Also, please wait until class is dismissed to pack the backpack.
h. Please be respectful of others in class, including the instructor. Every student should be free to ask questions without fear of ridicule or other intimidation.  Also, private conversations during class are disruptive and rude.  Save your juicy gossip for after class! Disrespectfulness will not be tolerated and the offending student will be asked to leave class.

i. If you cannot stay awake during class, stay home and nap where you’ll be more comfortable.  Do not sleep in the classroom.  If you choose to sleep in class, you will be rudely awakened by the instructor.

j. If you have a disability that will require special testing accommodations, please tell the instructor at the beginning of the semester.

k. If you are having problems with the course material, please come see the instructor sooner, rather than later.  Don’t wait until things get completely out of hand.  If you cannot come during scheduled office hours, email to make an appointment.  Feel free to talk to me about your problems and we’ll do our best to correct them.

l. Have fun, ask questions and learn!

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to modification)

Week Of

Readings

Topic
Aug 27




Intro to GEO 210

Sep 3


Ch 1,2

Natural Resources: Thoughts, Words and Deeds







Economics of Natural Resources

Sep 8


Ch 3


Env History, Politics and Decision








Making

Fed, State and Local Regulatory Framework

Sep 15

Ch 4


Ecological Perspectives on Natural Resources

Sep 22

Ch 5


Human Population







EXAM 1 – FRIDAY, SEP 26TH

Sep 29

Ch 6


Agriculture and Food Production







No Class on Oct 3 – FALL BREAK

Oct 6


Ch 11


The Air Resource and Urban Air Qual







Clean Air Act

Oct 13

Ch 12


Regional and Global Atmospheric Change







“Good” ozone and “Bad” ozone

Oct 20

Ch 10


Water Quantity and Quality







Clean Water Act

Oct 27

readings

NEPA PROCESS







EXAM 2 – FRIDAY, OCT 31 
Nov 3


Ch 13


Non-Fuel Minerals

Mining Issues






Nov 10
 
Ch 14


Energy Resources

Nov 17

Ch 15


Sustainable Growth

Nov 24




…continued
No class on 11/28

Dec 1


readings

Natural Hazards and local tools

Flood Hazard programs: Think Globally, Act        Locally







EXAM 3 – FRIDAY, DEC 5TH
Dec 8


readings

Review for Final Exam

MONDAY, DEC 15TH  10:30 AM        FINAL EXAM
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE RESEARCH PAPER GUIDELINES (due Friday, November 7th at the beginning of class.  No late papers will be accepted.  This is a strict deadline and no excuses will be accepted for late papers.  No exceptions.)

Each student will prepare an six-page, typed research paper with bibliography and maps that describes an ongoing, real environmental issue (as discussed in class) affecting one of our National Parks (example: airplane overflights at the Grand Canyon).  This paper models an Environmental Assessment as required by the National Environmental Policy Act.  Any national park can be selected but each student must get his/her choice of park and issue approved by the instructor no later than Oct 3, 2003.  Every student will study a different park.

Each paper will be prepared according to this outline:

a. Discussion of Park. Identify geographical, natural and historical significance of National Park, and its role (geographically, economically and socially) in the region in which it is located.  Maps are required. 

b. Identification of environmental problem. Describe issue and suspected cause/s of problem.
c. Alternative actions.  Discuss at least four alternatives to remedy the problem.  Include the “No Action” alternative, which involves maintaining status quo.  
d. Impacts of alternative actions.  Each suggested remedy must have some effects, both negative and positive.  Discuss the negative and positive impacts of each alternative action.
e. Recommended action.  Provide a suggested course of action, based on the arguments provided in this paper, for ameliorating this environmental problem/
f. Implementing the recommended action.  Provide a tangible schedule of activities that must occur in order to effect the recommended course of action.  Provide cost estimates and a timeline for the problem to be remediated. 
 No excuses and no requests for extensions!  Please begin this paper early so you will be able to turn it in on time!

