9 February, 2003

Professor Timothy O’Shea

Master

Birkbeck College

Malet Street, Bloombury

London WC1E 7HX

Dear Dean:

I am a postdoctoral research assistant working in Dr. Gabriel Waksman’s lab, School of Crystallography at Birkbeck College.  Dr. Waksman presented me a letter of 7 February 2003 including the assessment of my three-months work in his lab and the decision to dismiss me from the position immediately (please see the enclosed copy of the letter).  Actually, I have been forced to turn in the keys and leave the campus at the same time.  

My rebuttal to the letter is enclosed.  The assessment did not fairly reflect my work for the job at Birkbeck College during these three months.  The decision to dismiss me from the position is less mature and lacks a solid and reasonable ground.  Based on the Birkbeck Handbook, there are different ways to deal with problems in the work, even severe problems, during the probationary period before the final step like this: immediate dismissal from the position.  Thus, I have to question the real reasons behind the decision including what I describe in the last paragraph of my rebuttal.  

This decision will damage my career and even my life severely.  I have no choice other than defending myself.  It would not be glorious, either, to the scientists, including the members of American Academy of Sciences, who have supported me to do research and enrich my knowledge in crystallography here at Birkbeck College.  The hurt to them further hurts me.  

This decision is not only so big to the person to be dismissed and to the related people, it is also an important one to the college.  It reflects the quality level of the administration at the college and affects the reputation of the leading academic institution nationally and internationally.  I believe the administration at Birkbeck College, a historically and reputationally famous academic institution, would not support this kind of careless, unfair and extreme decisions.  I sincerely hope this letter could draw your attention from your busy work in order to help a careful and proper resolution to my case at Birkbeck College.

I am looking forward to hearing from the Birkbeck College.

Sincerely,

Wuchao Yuan, Ph.D.

102A Seymour Place

London W1H 1NF

Tel: 020 7258 1506

cc: 
Dean of the Faculty of Science (Dr. Steve F. Walker)


Dean (Professor Paul Barnes)

Governors representing the Academic Board

