
Using Authentic Literature to 
Demonstrate 

“Showing, Not Telling” in 
Writing



How Can We

SHOW
NOT

Just Tell?



What if a favorite author only 

told
the story?



Going with 
My Dad Huh?  Going 

Where with 
dad?  

This is boring…



We kept going.

It was very cold.

I didn’t say anything because you 
have to be quiet.

I don’t feel 
as if I’m 
There!



We went into the woods.

They were dark.

My scarf felt weird.

I tried to be brave.

How dark were
the woods?  And 
what the heck 
does a weird

scarf feel like?



We got to a place with no trees.

We saw the moon.

It was bright.
Were they in a 

grassy place?  I 
wonder how 

bright the moon 
was.



I made a little noise.

My dad told me not to make noise.

My dad called for an owl.

I tried to listen carefully.

We heard an owl.

This all seems pretty 
boring!

ZZZZZZZZZ…





Hmm…what 
could an 

“Owl Moon”
be?



personification

sensory 
language

Brrrr…it was 
reallY cold 

there!!
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sensory 
language

hyperbole



simile

Precise choice 
of words

I can picture it in 
my mind!



vivid verb

It’s as if I were 
there!

sensory 
language

quotation



Figurative language

Vivid Verbs

Quotations 

Precise Word Choice

Sensory Language

Jane Yolen really 
knows how to 

paint with words!  
Do You?



5th Grade California Standard 
for

Writing Applications 2.1 

“Show, rather than tell, the 
events in a story”

http://www.cde.ca.gov/index.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/index.asp


Ideas adapted from Presentation by

Dr. Candace Roberts, St. Leo University

NCTE Convention, 

Pittsburgh, PA,  November 19, 2005

Original text and illustrations of Owl Moon by Jane Yolen, illustrated by John 
Schoenherr; Philomel, 1987

Used with permission

http://www.janeyolen.com

Additional resources for teaching Word Choice:

http://www.efuse.com/Design/wa-specifics.html

http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/department.php?d=1

http://www.janeyolen.com/
http://www.efuse.com/Design/wa-specifics.html
http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/department.php?d=1

