
Sir Humphrey Davy discovered potassium around 1807 in England. From the English word “potash” (pot ashes) and the Arabic word “qali” meaning alkali the origin of the symbol K comes from the Latin word” kalium.

Symbol: K

Atomic #: 19

Atomic weight: 39,0983(1)

Group name and #: Alkali Metal: 1 

Period#: 4

Potassium is an essential constituent for plant growth and is found in most soils. It has a vital element in the human diet. Never found in free nature, but its obtained by electrolysis of the chloride or hydroxide. One of the most reactive and electropositive of metals, are lease dense and known as metal. Soft and able to cut with a knife, Potassium has to be stored under argon to under usable mineral oil. It decomposes in water. With evolution of hydrogen usually catches fire during the reaction with water. Potassium color is mainly silver and white. They are classified as Metallic. Well before potassium was recognized as an element, potassium carbonate was mixed with animal fat to make soap.

Symbol used by Dalton for potassium:

[image: image1.png]



