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General Antonio Maceo  (1845-1896)-   Cuba
"My duties to Patria and to my own political convictions are above all human effort; for these I shall reach the pedestal of freedom or I shall perish fighting for the redemption of that land. . ." 
                                 November 3, 1890

Antonio Maceo was born in Santiago de Cuba, that hilly, verdant city, at one time the colonial capital, situated between an ample bay and the densely forested Sierra Maestra. His father was Marcos Maceo who was of French descent, came to Santiago from Venezuela sometime after 1823 when Simon Bolivar and his fellow patriots ousted Spain from South America. 

The Maceo family migrated from Venezuela because they belonged to the vanquished; the men had fought as common soldiers in the Spanish lines. Marcos Maceo thus met Mariana Grajales. She was black, of Dominican ancestry. Four other sons and a daughter were born of this union; Antonio Maceo was the eldest of Mariana's second family.

General Antonio Maceo was one of the greatest cavalry generals who ever lived. Famous for his strength and courage he is known as the "Bronze Titan". He was a fastidious dresser, well mannered, and always well bathed and scrupulously clean as if for burial after a death in battle that he believed necessary for Cuban freedom. Maceo fought in all Cuban wars of Independence from 1868 on. His most famous campaign was the series of calvary and light infantry battles that are known as "La Invasion (1896)" fought over more than a thousand miles of trails and roads. Maceo gave furious battle until a shot in the scorching rifle volley tumbled him from his horse. Another shot hit him as he lay on the ground.
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