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Black Latinos in History
                                                 Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet  - CUBA – Physician & Activist
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Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet, aged 41,  is a physician and the founder of the Lawton Foundation for Human Rights, which promotes the defense of all human rights through non-violent means. He has modeled his own work and that of the organization on the civil rights movement led by Martin Luther King Jr. He has been detained 26 times and was only recently released from Cuban prison after serving a three year sentence for 'dishonoring public symbols', 'public disorder' and 'inciting delinquent behavior' after he organized a peaceful silent march in support of human rights and freedom for political prisoners in his neighborhood - Cuban flags had been hanged upside down in his house, in the international signal of distress, during a press conference just as foreign leaders gathered in Havana for an Ibero-American summit.

Dr. Biscet met with the NAACP in Cuba recently to express that the idea of an egalitarian society in Cuba today is pure fiction because the regime mercilessly discriminates against all critics and ruthlessly violates civil rights. 

While in prison, Dr Biscet's Bible was confiscated a number of times as a punishment and he was consistently denied the right to pastoral visits. He was also frequently denied medical treatment, family visits and access to the prison library. He was repeatedly forced to share a cell with mentally ill inmates as a form of punishment. Cuba is one of the only countries in the world that bars the International Red Cross and other humanitarian agencies from visiting its prisons. 

According to the Lawton Foundation for Human Rights, since his release Dr. Biscet has been promoting a grassroots project for the promotion of human rights called 'Friends of Human Rights'.  The project attempts to provide a forum in which ordinary Cuban citizens who want to learn more about human rights can meet in small groups at homes for this purpose. The project is directed at educating Cuban citizens as to their basic human rights and how to claim them.

Dr. Biscet was arriving at one such meeting on December 6 when state security agents blocked the entrance and prevented him and 11 other individuals from entering. At that point the 12 Cubans, in an act of non-violent civil disobedience, lay down on the ground and shouted "Long live human rights!" and "Freedom for Cuban political prisoners!"  Outside the house where they were to meet, state-security operatives beat and, ultimately, arrested 17 of those gathered -- even as bystanders denounced the agents as ''assassins.''  Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have denounced the arrest and called for their release.  Dr. Biscet is a leader of one of over 300 dissident groups currently in Cuba and he is one of many political prisoners still held in Cuba dreaming of the day when Cubans may all exercise their human rights and have a government elected by and accountable to the people.
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