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Orang Utan at risk from shopping at Tesco
Friends of the Earth campaigners, one dressed as an Orang-utan, were on the streets of Luton and Dunstable on Saturday.  They were asking people to help stop Tesco contributing to the destruction of the Orang-utan, as well as thousands of other species of animals and potentially life-saving plants. 

These much loved apes, one of humankind’s closest relatives, live only in the rainforests of Borneo and Sumatra in South East Asia (1).  But their home is being rapidly destroyed for plantations of palm oil, used in thousands of products sold in supermarkets such as Tesco.  Palm oil is a vegetable oil found in 1 in 10 supermarket products, and these plantations are the main cause of rainforest loss in Malaysia and Indonesia.  

Palm oil is used in products from margarine, chocolate, crisps and bread to lipstick and soap.  If the current trend (2) continues Orang-utans, Asia’s only great ape will be extinct in 12 years, as will the Sumatran Tiger.  Palm oil plantations are associated with human rights violations, low wages and appalling living conditions.  In vast plantation areas larger than Wales, local people now have no other choice of employment.  


To help prevent this destruction Friends of the Earth wrote to Tesco in early 2005.  But Tesco (3) and many other big companies (4) refused to trace where the palm oil comes from.  Why Tesco?  Because as the UK’s biggest, most profitable supermarket, it can afford to be the most responsible.

So Luton Friends of the Earth asked shoppers to sign a postcard to their MP, to join other MPs in reforming the Company Law Bill to stop big business destroying the environment and making Orang-Utans and Tigers extinct.  Shoppers were also asked if they would like to sign a petition to Tesco asking them to trace and provide sustainably-produced palm oil. (5)   140 postcards were completed and 215 people signed the petition.

 

David Oakley-Hill of Luton Friends of the Earth said: 

“Palm oil is found in thousands of Tesco products and is wiping out Orang-utans and thousands of other unique species.  But Tesco is refusing to do anything.  Tesco must source ‘safe’ palm oil that does not destroy precious rainforest . We need our government to stop British companies profiting from damaging the environment.  Many customers don’t want to buy products that destroy rainforest, or to be responsible for killing the last Orang-utan or Sumatran tiger.”


”Governments in countries financing or buying palm oil must make corporations responsible for their impacts. If not, we will have to explain to our children that orang-utan became extinct, not because of lack of knowledge, but because of corporate greed and lack of political will” 
Ape Alliance’s Chairperson, Ian Redmond

“Palm oil is the greatest enemy of Orang-utans and their continued survival in the wild."

Professor Biruté Galdikas, Orangutan Foundation International
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Notes to Editor  

(1)   Demand for palm oil is the most significant cause of rainforest loss in Malaysia and Indonesia. Ninety per cent of the world’s palm-oil exports come from the oil-palm plantations of Malaysia and Indonesia. Most of these plantations are on the islands of Borneo and Sumatra. The very lowland forest that the oil-palm industry favours for conversion is the only remaining habitat of the orang-utan, and one of the most diverse eco-systems in the world. 

(2)   According to research published by  Friends of the Earth almost 90 per cent of orang-utan habitat has  now disappeared.  Some orang-utan populations have been halved in the past 15 years, and from a total remaining population of less than 60,000, an estimated 5,000 are lost each year.

 

(3)   To help prevent this destruction Friends of the Earth wrote to Tesco, Britain’s biggest supermarket, at the beginning of 2005 and asked them to trace their palm oil and adopt minimum production standards. Tesco refused. 

 

(4)   In 2005 Friends of the Earth wrote to 96 UK companies asking them to trace all their palm oil, adopt minimum standards to make sure that it came from non-destructive sources, and join the roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil, a business initiative that aims to adopt criteria for Sustainable Palm-Oil production. Only 18 of the 96 companies responded and only 15 have joined the roundtable.

(5)   There is no need to destroy diverse rainforest habitat for palm oil.  There are millions of hectares of degraded land where palm oil could be planted. 
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