Question: "Do you consent to the publication of your personal data with the publication of your replies to the consultation?"

Answer: "I would prefer "Spokesman for Luton Friends of the Earth, as an individual representing many concerned citizens"

Country of residence: UK
via Greenpeace website
---------------------------------------------

To Stavros Dimas and Louis Michel

Dear Commissioners,

ILLEGAL LOGGING - Public Consultation on options to combat this and associated trades

Two years ago I proposed a motion to the Friends of the Earth national conference to campaign for the banning of illegal logging into the UK and into the EU.  It was passed unanimously.

I am extremely concerned that no progress has been made, despite dramatic effects on wildlife, an escalation of species extinctions and the increasing contribution to climate change of logging forests, which may be irreversible.  

I ask that the European Commission urgently presents legislation to prohibit the import of illegally harvested timber into Europe which requires that only timber and timber products from legal sources and responsibly managed forests, labelled, properly tracked and accredited, are sold in Europe.

Ancient forests worldwide are under threat - high rates of deforestation and degradation are leading to eco-system breakdown, greater poverty, social unrest and political instability, and are a major contributor to climate change. 

Deforestation contributes up to 20 percent of total CO2 emissions globally, affecting millions of people not repsonsible for the problem.  The true value of the world's forests as part of climate system supporting all life on Earth must be recognised and acted upon.  Demand for and transport of cheap timber must be reduced - it fuels illegal and destructive logging in all corners of the world, from Papua to Indonesia, Congo to Canada and from the Amazon to Russia. 

By trading in illegally logged timber and timber products, Europe is an accessory to crime, rewarding unscrupulous companies for their forest crime and undermining the efforts of those trying to do the right thing.  It also encourages unsustainable plantations of palm oil and eucalyptus which damage both environment and social structure.

New EU legislation must ensure that companies can credibly show where their timber is grown and that the forest is legal responsibly managed.  Logging, processing and transportation must be compliant with law in the relevant countries, and respect international environmental and human rights laws.  The rights and ways of life of indigenous peoples and forest communities must be upheld and protected. 

To be effective, the legislation must impose high criminal and civil penalties on those flouting the law, to provide a real incentive to stop the illegal trade and sale of destructively logged timber.  This must include all timber products, such as paper, furniture, plywood and flooring.

It has been shown that voluntary measures do not stop this illegal and destructive trade.  It is vital to propose new laws to stop illegal and destructive timber being sold on the European market. 

Please accept this letter as my personal submission under the public consultation on illegal logging.

Yours sincerely,

David Oakley-Hill

Co-ordinator, Luton Friends of the Earth

