Before School

1.Orientation

When you just arrive in LUC, the international affair office will invite you to participate in the orientation meeting. The meeting will give you lots of information, such as how to apply SSN (Social Security Number), and student ID, how to use the libraries and computer centers, and teach you how to notice the campus safety. They also offer you the tour of the main campus, which includes computer labs, libraries, and cafeteria. It is better that you won’t miss the orientation meeting, and the most of important, you can make friends who come from different countries and in different programs. The orientation invitation will be found in the package of your I-20. If you are a transfer student, the first thing you should do is going to international affair office to finish your transfer process.   

The web-site you can use:

http://www.luc.edu/about/icenter
You can find any kind of information about visa, I-20, social security; drive license, taxes and so on.

2.Apply SSN

SSN (Social Security Number) is just like your identification number in Taiwan. The number is required for opening a bank account, renting an apartment, applying a driver’s license or a State of Illinois Identification Card. You can go to the Social Security office and have the following information with you:

1. A letter from the office for International Affairs. You can complete the required from and turn it back to the office. The letter will prove that you are a student who is eligible to apply a Social Security Card.

2. Your passport containing the I-94 card.

3.  Your current I-20

4. Proof of your current address ( you can bring your apartment rental contract or an envelop that has your name and address on it)

5. A completed Social Security Card Application form, SS-5. (The orientation meeting will give you one or you can go to the Social Security office to get it)

· Where is the Social Security Office?

The address of the Social Security Office nearest Lake Shore Campus is 2127 West Lawrence Avenue. You can take red line train to Lawrence station, transfer 81 Lawrence bus west to around Hamilton Avenue. 

Another Social Security office nearest Water Tower Campus is at 77 West Jackson Boulevard. You can take red line train to Jackson station, and walk few blocks. 

The web-site you can use:

Http://www.ssa.gov/Chicago/illinois.htm
http://www.luc.edu/about/icenter/page44.html
3.Student ID & Universal ID

The Campus Card provides to all campus computing center, Halas Sport center and as well as all libraries.

The documents you should bring: 

· The proof of registration, such as a registration bill.

· A picture identification card, such as passport, a state ID, or a driver license. 

· A completed information form, which is available at all of the Campus Card office.

No charge for the initial Campus Card, but you need to pay $15.00 for lost, stolen or replacement.

· Where you can get the Campus Card?

Lake Shore Campus:

The office is located on the third floor of the Granada Center in Room 310. The Granada Center just right next door to the Lake Shore Campus bookstore. The Phone number is: 773-508-2273 

Water Tower Campus:

The office is located on the seventh floor of Lewis Towers in Room 710, which the same building as the Water Tower Campus bookstore. The phone number is 312-915-7756    

Mallinckrodt Campus:

The office is located in Room 119. The phone number is 847-853-3020

Web-site you can use:

http://www.luc.edu/depts/regrec/campus.htm
After your registration, you can go to computer center or through the TTR system to get your computer ID and password. On campus, you can call 4-4444 and ask the help desk for your ID. Remember to bring your student ID or your bar code (if you have no social security number, school will assign you a number for access TTR system or Libraries) with you. There is a manual call “connecting to computing @ Loyola: a guide to computing resources for students”, you can find everything about computers and computer labs. You can get this manual in the orientation meeting or in any computer lab.

Web-sites you can use:

http://www.luc.edu/infotech
4.Banking stuff

If your campus is in Lake Shore Campus, it's better you open new account in Harris Bank http://www.harrisbank.com. This bank is located across the school, and it has many ATMs (Automatic Teller Machines) in both Lake Shore and Water Tower campus. Harris Bank also has few branches in Loop, which is not far from Water Tower Campus. 

Another choice is Citibank. This is an international bank, and has lots of branches in Taiwan. http://www.citibank.com  But it doesn't mean the transfer fee will be cheap. The service in Citibank is really god, but the procedure of opening a new account is pretty complicated. In the beginning of every semester, Citibank will sent the representative in campus to offer the service. You can go to the library lobby in Downtown Campus or check the student activity center. 

There is also a bank you might want to know, Bank One, which is the most popular bank in Chicago. This bank has tones of ATMs in the city, which is very convenient. http://www.bankone.com  

You can open a checking account and a saving account. Checking account is for personal checks, which you can pay your bill. You can get free personal check (50 or more) if you open this account, but the interest is zero. Saving account is for the most of your money and you can earn a little bit interest. Money market saving account has higher interest rate than saving account, but it has minimum limited. You also can open CD (certificate of deposit) account if you have extra money for contingent use. You can earn more interest than above two accounts. Talk to a bank representative or continuing students to get the information you need.

Bring your money, photo ID and Social Security Card (if you have one) or passport and I-20 (if you don’t have SSN) to open your new accounts. 

5.Immunization

When you receive your I-20, you will find an Immunization form in the package. You can go to some hospitals to finish this form in Taiwan, or you can go to school health center to get free (or ten dollar) immunization (two shoots). Strongly recommend!! 

http://www.luc.edu/depts/regrec/immunization.html 

6.Register

When you arrive in LUC, the first thing you need to do is seeing your academic advisor. The department you enroll in usually will assign you an advisor to discuss with you about your program plans. The orientation of your department also offers you the opportunity to see your future teachers and classmates. Don't miss this orientation! After the discussing of your program plans, you can get a temporary code (if you don't have SSN), then you can register through the TTR (touch-tone telephone) system or on line with QuickCHECK (if you get your computer ID and password already). When you finish this procedure, you can get your student ID.   

http://www.luc.edu/quikchek
7.Pay Tuition

There are several ways to pay your tuition. After registration, you will receive your tuition statement. You can mail your personal check or money order to the student business office, or you can personally bring the check to the office. You also can pay the tuition by credit card on line, but it charges you extra 30 bucks for processing fee. The student business office is located on the same place as the Campus Card office in both Lake Shore and Downtown Campus.

http://www.edu.luc/depts/sbo/
8.Text Books

When you decide the classes you want to take, you can go to campus bookstore and look for the textbooks that your professors assign to. Each campus has its own bookstore (Barnes & Noble), which depends on what departments in the campus. You can pay more for the brand new books, or you can pay less for the used books if you can find them. Some professors order their textbooks in Beck’s bookstore. The Beck’s bookstore in Lake Shore Campus is located on one block from the Loyola train station; the one in Water Tower Campus is located on the Chicago Avenue, just next door to Seattle’s Best Coffee shop. 

Beck’s bookstores usually offer ten percent discount to Loyola students, but most of textbooks are in Campus bookstores. In addition to those bookstores, you also can order your textbooks on line, but you need to collect your textbook list. It is cheaper if you buy books on line, but you will get your books few weeks later.

Web-site you can use:

http://www.bkstore.com/loyola
http://www.amazon.com
Food Eating

1. Grocery

· Western supermarket

In the States, you could see a lot of super size groceries around urban and suburban.  Their provision is pretty diversified, including pharmacy, various food, deli and household supplies. There are several local groceries around Chicagoland.   Always they distribute their flyers and coupon weekly, either sending to your apartment or attaching in the newspapers, to promote on sale items.

a. Large supermarket: Wal-Mart, K-Mart and Sam’s Club

Like Macro warehouse in Taiwan.  They sell all things you could imagine, food, books, alliance, and etc.  These stores are always located on suburban.  And Sam’s Club needs membership.

b. Regular supermarket: Dominick’s, Jewel and Walgreens

These stores are everywhere in Chicago area.  We usually buy our grocery here.  These supermarkets are like Carrefour supermarkets in Taiwan.  They sell all kinds of fresh raw food material, canned food, drink or snack.  Other groceries include light bulb, stationary, flowers, prescription filling service and photo development.  Jewel sells more delicious pies and cakes.  Find a store near your place please visit http://www.dominicks.com/ and http://www.jewelosco.com/. Walgreens http://www.walgreens.com/ are smaller than the above ones and don’t sell fresh raw materials, but they have cheaper body cares and alliance, for example, blenders.

c. Convenient store: White Hen Pantry and 7-11

These stores are similar to 7-11 in Taiwan.  Don’t have much choices and the price might be more expensive than above ones.  Usually they close to residential area as well. 

· Eastern supermarket

a.   Argyle (North of Chicago) – Asian town

The two big supermarkets, May Ya and Da Nan, are located along Broadway Ave. If you take CTA, Red line, you can stop at Argyle.  After getting out the station, go western and turn left when you meet Broadway. Almost all the Asian food materials, ex: President instant noodles, could be got here.  Looking for better quality and lower price meat and other Asian grocery, these two markets could be the answers.  You can also find the cooking gears, used in Taiwan, here.  

b. Chinatown (South of Chicago)

There are two towns here, old town and new town.  Take subway, Red Line, and stop at Cermak-Chinatown.  The place is similar with Argyle, but more restaurants here.  The grocery stores here are smaller.  There are lots of specialized stores.  For example, you could find the herb at herb store instead of in supermarket.  Usually, you could get good deals of phone cards in new town.  The store is called BeeGee communications Inc. TEL: 312-328-0000  

2. Dining out

Dining out is another choice for you to stuff your stomach.  Chicago is the right place for you to taste all different restaurants from all over the world. Usually, express foods cost you USD 4-7 and others cost USD10-30.  However, it is an undocumented regulation that you tip waiters around extra 15% of your bill if you dine in a restaurant.   We cite some of them we tried before for your reference.

· Main Dish

1. American

a. Fast food – 

· McDonald’s could be found almost anywhere.  

· Windy store at Chicago food court located at 8F of Sack Fifth Ave. department store.  

· White Castle is a small chain restaurant.  Although it’s not as famous as McDonald’s, it offers more delicious fast food. 

· Taco Bell – This is a Mexican-American food.  They sell Burritos and Taco. 

· Subway here is the same style with Taiwan.

· Jimmy & Johns is a sandwich express.  Their sandwiches are stuffed a lot vegetables.

· Other grilled stores – There are a lot of grilled stores.  They sell traditional burgers and sandwiches.  They grill the meant or sausage you ordered right after.

b. Southern soul food – “Heaven on Seven”(Heaven), 2F at 600 N. Michigan Ave.  Offer warm corn bread, oyster, red bean rice and lots of BBQ style New Olean food.  Traditional soul food usually tastes hot, but at Heaven, they offer all kinds of hot sauce on the table and make the food milder.  

c. Steak house – “Apple Bee’s”, steak chain store.  It offers great steak at a reasonable price.  But it might be hard to go there with public transportation.  T.G.I. Fridays could be another choice. There’s one located at downtown Chicago on E. Erie St.

d. Mexican – A lot of Mexican foods in Chicago.  There is a chain called “Chipotle”, on the corner of Broadway Ave. and Belmont Ave.  Mexican restaurants service core chips, burritos (similar with Chinese spring roll) and taco.  Their source is called salsa.

2. Mediterranean

a. Combination – “Cruise” near Broadway and Division cross, offers great Turkish, Greek, Italy and Mid-Eastern style food.    

b. Spaghetti and pizza – At the food court located on 2F Water Tower Place, you could find home made spaghetti with great sauce. The spaghetti here is cooked right after order.  Walk across E. Pearson from Water Tower Place, you’ll find a cozy Italy style restaurant next to Chicago Tourist Center.  Here offers traditional Italy pizza and delicious sandwiches.  On Rush St., “Giordano's” offers Chicago style pizza – “Stuffed Pizza”.   There is an Italian district on the north of Water Tower Campus.  A lot of Italian restaurants hang around here. Belmont district, CTA red line or bus route #36, is another alternative.  There are lot Spanish and Mexican restaurants here as well.

c. Others – There are several immigrated towns in the western area, for example, Greek town, and German town.  You also could get their traditional food there. If you would like to get more information, please check www.metromix.com .

3. Asia

a. Chinese- If you prefer Chinese food, Chinatown and Argyle have a lot of choices.  In Chinatown (new town), Zwe-Hau’s Dim Sum is very fresh and frugal.  You could wrap BBQ pork or grilled chicken in Shin-Hua at Argyle.  It is very economic and delicious.   If you miss BoBo tea, you could hunt it at Chinatown.  There is one Taiwanese restaurant on Broadway near Argyle called Mei-Shang. 

b. Japanese – “Nohana” on Broadway Ave. two blocks south of Belmont Ave., offers fresh Sashimi and Sushi.  The owner and material supplier are Japanese.

c. Korean – Korean is a major in Chicago.  Korean BBQ is pretty good and their traditional Bin-Bin Bal is worth to try.  There are several Korean towns in Chicago.  Some Korean restaurants are without English service, so it’s better to go there with your Korean friends.

d. Vietnamese – It is not surprised that there are a lot Vietnamese in the States. Their noodles are very famous, with raw meat, and economic (USD5 or so).  Several stores are located around Argyle Station.

e. Tai – Spicy and sweet food.  Pat Tai, Don Yung soup and Papaya Salad are their traditional food.  Joy’s, near Belmont, is a nice and inexpensive place, serving Tai food.  Others, for example, My Tai and Orpart Tai are good as well.

f. Indian – Indian friend strongly suggests the following restaurants and dishes: “Indian Garden”, “Tiffin” and “Woodlands”.  The first two are for vegetarian.  Suggests tasting the following dishes: “Lamb Curry with Nan” and “Lemon chicken” (Creamy one).  For drink: “mango lassi”.  For dessert: “gulab jaman”. 
g. Mid-Eastern food

“Sinbad's”, close to Belmont Red line station. (921 W. Belmont Ave)  Friends strongly suggested.  Even the European like it, I guess it will be much easier for us to accept it. Recommended dishes for vegetarian: Falafel: deep fried fava beans; Hummos: a dip made out of chick peas, tahini (sesame seed past), garlic, lemon; Babaganouj, made out of tahini, egg plant, olive oil; Kefta Kabob: grilled meat with rice; baklava: a dessert of layered pastry filled with nuts and steeped in honey-lemon syrup.

Maza, 2748 N Lincoln, supplies the best Lebanese food in Chicago. Recommended dishes: Special dishes often supplies with lamb; Artichocks stuffed with lamb; Dips: hummos, babaganouj, and fried and baked kibeh (oval shaped nuggets of ground lamb and burghul); tabbouleh: salad of burghul, tomato, mint and parsley
· Dessert

1. Tiramisu – Café, located on 2F Water Tower Place, offers delicious Tiramisu.  The price there is the cheapest one compare to other downtown restaurant.

2. Cheese factory – They sell extremely delicious cheesecake with lot diversity.  It is on the basement of John Hancock.

3. Original pancake house – If you like pancake, then you can’t miss this pancake house.  They offer at least 10 kinds of pancake.  The menu also includes French pancake, muffin and other western type breakfast.

4. Ghirardelli – It is an ice dream and chocolate-based store.  Their Hot Fudge Sundae is the hottest order. It locates on 830 N. Michigan Ave., across the Water Tower Campus.  
· Teatime

Irish Café – Like Irish stuff or tea?  “Joy of Ireland”, located on 3F of “Sacks Fifth Ave.”, offers the world famous Irish tea and all kinds of Irish stuff.  

Clothing

· Weather

Chicago's winters are mostly sunny with an average of 30 inches of snow from November through March. January mean temperature is 21 F (-6°C) with a low of 12 (-11°C) and a high of 29 F (-2°C). In spring, expect an average high temperature of 55 F (13 °C) and a low of 40 F (5°C) with approximately 11 rainy days in March, April, and May. Weather from June until September is near-perfect for outdoor activities, but expect a few tropically hot days with temperature and humidity both hitting 100 F (38°C). The average temperature in fall is around 50 F (10°C) with some early morning lows in the upper 30's F (3-6°C).
· Preparing clothes

You definitely need winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves and good snow boots to keep you warm throughout the winters. You can bring all your heavy coats and winter accessories to Chicago. If you don’t have too many, you can consider buying some new coats and winter accessories once you got here. Here have a lot of choices with wide range of prices. Down jackets are popular for students here. The price of a female down jacket is about $70~$100. 

If you will enroll at fall quarter/semester, before the fist snow comes you will have a chance to join a winter coat shopping trip at Gurnee Mills held by international office. Free school shuttle transportation between Lake Shore and the Mall. You can find varieties of choices with a very good deal over there.

Chicago’s too windy and umbrellas sometimes don’t seem working well. It will be also benefit, if you have one or two long sleeve coats with waterproof, but not really required for everyone.

People in Chicago dress in a very casual way during summer time, such as shorts, T-shirt, sandals….because the day-night temperature change dramatically in Chicago, it will be helpful, if you have some light material long sleeve coats. 

Besides, you can also bring one or two formal suits that you already have with you for some formal occasional.

· Places to Shop

There are two famous outlets near to Chicago. Gurnee Mills Outlet Mall is just 45 minutes from Chicago, right across the street from Six Flags. Michigan City Outlet is around 60 minutes driving time. Those two outlets are huge and offer a wide range of brands with discounting price. They offer discounts throughout the year.

	Outlets
	Location
	Hours

	Gurnee Mills 

www.millscorp.com/gurnee

	Gurnee Mills is located at the intersection of Interstate 94 and Grand Avenue (IL132) in Lake County, Illinois.
	Monday - Friday from 10am to 9pm
Saturday 9:30 am to 9pm
Sunday 10 am to 7pm

	Michigan City

www.emichigancity.com

	Located in downtown Michigan City, Indiana. You can take Metra (South shore line) at Chicago downtown, stop at 11th Street Station and then either call them to pick you up or walk north 6 blacks.

TEL: 219-879-8375
	January-February
Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm
Sun. 10am-6pm

March-December
Mon.-Sat. 9am-8pm
Sun. 10am-6pm

Closed Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas. Hours are subject to change.


You can also shop at Michigan Ave in downtown. There are many famous stores like Gap, Guess, Nike Town, Banana Republic, and Nordstrom Mall at the cross of Michigan Avenue & 55 East Grand Avenue, and Water Tower Place Mall, just across street from the Boarders. Shopping at downtown, prices are extremely expensive, and it will be smart for you to shop while on sales or at clearance period.

Housing

Any housing information around Loyola we can get from Vranas & Associates at 773-561-1700. Vranas & Associates is located at 1010 West Foster Ave, only four stops (Berwyn) from Loyola if taking Red line. It is real estate that is authorized by Loyola to manage the housing for students. They will help you to find a place to live, either the dorms on campus or rooms off campus, with $20 service fee.

Generally, the housing around Loyola is Apartment buildings. In an apartment building, there are three types of rooms; Studio, One bedroom, and Two bedrooms, based on the prices/ space. Those types of rooms all include refrigerator, heater, and oven (basic equipments). Most of the rooms outside of campus are unfurnished and provide free heat. Some housing of the utility is included (no need to pay electric and gas), but some don’t. 

Of course, if you don’t want to contact Vranas & Associates, you also can look for a room by yourself. Most of apartment buildings provide on-site managers or a rental office. Thus, you can go to rental office or talk to manager directly. When you decide to rent it, landlord/agents/ lessor/ manager will ask you to sign the one-year contract and pay deposit for security in the first month. They return the deposit after you fulfill the contract and move out.

From Devon north to Evanston (Howard Street) and from the lake west to roughly Western Avenue, East Rogers Park is home to Loyola University's Lake Shore campus. Most of Taiwanese students choose to live around Lake Share campus. Not only they can get cheaper rental fee, and go to downtown by taking free school shuttle, but also use school facilities easily; such as doing excise in Hala Sport Center and watching free movies every Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday. 

However, some places around Lake Shore Campus are not very safe at night. Before looking for your apartment, please advise schoolmates who came to Loyola earlier. It’s better to find a place in which campus polices patrol regularly. One suggestion you have to keep in mind, the closer campus, and the safer. 

1.On Campus Housing

· Graduate Housing

Generally, graduate students can apply graduate housing, which located near Lake Shore Campus - 6321 Winthrop Building and 6211 Winthrop Building. Basically, graduate housing only has two types of rooms; studio and one-bed room with and without furnished. To the rooms without furnished, the price range for studio is $495-510, based on year 2000 and for one bedroom is $ 630-645, based on year 2000. If you want to have a furnished room, you only add $50 per month. However, the rent for all types of rooms will be increased $15 every year. 

You can apply graduate housing through Vranas & Associates at 773-561-1700. You have to sign the contract before moving in, and only pay $100 for deposit. 

There are two advantages living in graduate housing, one is that the utility is included (no need to pay the utility, only pay cable and phone bills), the other is that ONLY Loyola graduate SATUDENTS living in it. Generally, graduate housing is POPULAR. It is not easy to get it. Thus, if you want to live in graduate building, call Vranas & Associates to hold a room for you in advance. 

· St. Igantius House

Loyola also offers a community living experience in St. Igantius House at The Lake Shore Campus.  The residents have their own private bedrooms, but share a communal kitchen, laundry and bathroom.  Residents have meals together on certain week nights and are required to do occasional chores around the house.  To find more information, contact Ms. Breezer 77-274-7488 breezeway521@yahoo.com

2. Off Campus Housing

There are many apartment buildings around Lake Shore / Water Tower Campus. Mostly, they are unfurnished. When apply, the rental office usually ask you to sing the contract. Since you are a brand new without any credit history in US, landlords and management companies require a security deposit equal to the first month's rent. Thus, for the first month, you have to pay the rent plus deposit. Besides, you have to make sure if the room you rented is included heat/ cooking gas and electric before sign the contract.

The price range around Lake Shore: unfurnished studio around $485-600, unfurnished one bedroom $ 650-850 depended on the facilities they provided. 

The price range around Water Tower: unfurnished studio around $850-$1200, and one-bedroom starts at least $1050. 

3. Furniture Purchasing

Most of rooms in apartment building are unfurnished. You have to buy Mattress, desk, chair, and dining table by your own. There are couples of places you can get the furniture around Lake Shore Campus. If you want to buy the new ones, you can get them at one furniture store around Granville Red Line station. Or you can go to Clark St. (Furniture street). If you prefer to buy the used ones, you can go to the used furniture store around Dominick (Broadway St.), but not always can find the stuffs you want. Another ways to buy the used furniture is through Moving sale. You can find the AD from School shuttle bus stop, graduate housing building, or E-mail from Jennifer Ison (person who takes care international student affair). 

Some household appliances or linen things or stationary you can get from K-Mart, Best buy, Target, Office Max by taking CTA. To K-mart, take Route #155 (Devon &Sheridan); to Target/Best buy/Office Max, take Red line to Howard, then transfer route #97. 

Of course, Create & Barrel, Linen’s & Thing’s and Feline’s basement in downtown are also good places to buy kitchen/bath/ bedroom appliances. 

4. Applying Telephone/ Cable/ Gas/ Electric
· Telephone

When you decided where to live, first thing you need to do is to apply the telephone. The local telephone company is Ameritech. You can call them at 1800-244-4444 to apply. The installation fee is $50. Ameritech may ask you to provide 

1. Passport.

2. Social Security.

3. Driver License or Identification card

4. Address you live.

Of course, you may not have social security number or driver license before you apply telephone. Ameritech may ask you to pay extra $100-200 for security deposit, and return to you after one year. 

During the processes of application, Ameritech will ask you what services you want to have on your line. For example,

* Call Plan- All local toll calls are a simple, flat rate, all day, every day for 

5 cents per minute in state and 10 cents per minute out of state. $4.95/mo

* Call Waiting- Lets you put one call on hold while you answer a second one. $2.25/mo.

* Voice Mail- Voice Mail 98 takes messages when you're on the phone, online or don't answer the call waiting beep. $5.95/mo

* Calling Card- Calls made from some public pay phones and charge into your monthly bill. No service fee.

* Caller ID- Caller ID with Name tells you who's calling before you pick up the phone. $5.95/mo

Ameritech also will ask you if you want to list your name on White page. If you don’t want to, you have to pay extra $4.50 per month. In addition, they also will ask you to choose Long Distance Telephone Company. You can ask not to install right away, and then call Ameritech after you make up your mind. Or, you can choose one at that time, then change to another if you get good offer later on. There are three big long distance telephone companies in US. They are:

AT&T

1800-847-4000

MCI

1800-444-0750 (Chinese)

SPRINT
1800-421-4949

Before choosing, ask them what plan they offer right now. You can get the better rate calling to Taiwan or out-of- state. Some of Taiwanese students, they prefer to buy the pre-paid card at Chinatown due to low rate. You can save a lot of money. However, remember, you still ought to choose one long-distance company and Join a plan no matter you prefer using pre-paid card. Otherwise, once you forgot to use your pre-paid card calling to Taiwan, you will be heart-broken when you receive your phone bill. 

· Cable

There are two cable services around Lake Shore; one is AT&T broadband, the other is Century 21. 

AT&T 
broadband

1800- 290-

Century 21 (RCN)

1-800- Ring-RCN

You can get free installation or good offering in the first week of school beginning. (usually in the beginning of fall semester and spring semester). You may have to pay the installation fee around $25 if ordering some other time. 

There are couple plans you can choose. If you only want to have a basic package (news, sport, cartoon, comedic ...etc), you play around $15 per month. HBO ($10/mo) or other movie channels should be ordered and play extra each month.  Digital cable provides 100 more channels, but pay more around $60 per month. 

· Gas/ Electric

If your building doesn’t provide cooking gas and electric, you have to apply when the first day you move in. They will ask your name and billing address, and starting date. 

People’s Energy (heat & cooking gas)

1-888-698-1728 

ComEd (electric)




1-800-334-7661

Transportation

1. School Shuttle

Loyola provides free and nonstop shuttle from/ to Lake Shore to/from Water Tower, Mallinckrodt, and Medical Center. It is very convenient taking shuttle to downtown for classes, shopping, and eating.

You can get the shuttle schedule at school shuttle office or find out at www.luc.edu/info/bus.html Please notice that shuttle will be reduced service in weekend. Also, during special occasion such as spring break, winter break, summer vacation, winter vacation…. etc, the schedule will be changed. 


Escort Service (call 8-RIDE for an escort) 

Escort Service is provided for students who walk along at night. This service is provided for students who travel to and from campus within the escort boundaries shown below. Escorts are for protection, security and safety. Escort hours are 4:00pm to 2:00 am., Monday through Sunday.


Escort Service Boundaries:

· North- Touhy Avenue

· West- Ridge Avenue

· South- Hollywood Avenue

· East- Lake Michigan

2. Public Transportation

· CTA (Chicago Transportation Authority) 

CTA is the major public transportation in Chicago.  There are two types of services; one is train, the other is bus. They can take you to anywhere of Chicago. Please see www.transitchicago.com to find the route and schedule. Fare $1.5; transfer $0.30 within 2 hours.

Train and buses around Loyola  

* Red line can take you from Lake Shore Campus (Loyola stop) to Water Tower campus (Chicago stop). 

* The buses around Loyola are route #36 and #151. You can take them from Lake Shore to Water Tower. However, it takes much longer than riding train. The route #147 is an express one, taking around 30 minutes between the Water Tower Campus and the Lake Shore Campus, weekdays only.

* Route #155 (In Devon Ave) can take you to Post Office if you left your parcels in post office. Route #155 also takes you to India Town and

 K-Mart.   

· Pace 

It is bus service in suburb. We don’t usually use it. However, for the students who need to go to Mallinckrodt Campus and miss the school shuttle, they do have an alternative. Take Red line from Loyola stop to Howard, transfer Purple line to Linden station, then take Pace route #422 to Mallinckrodt. Route #422 also can take you to Old Orchard Mall (Very fancy and fine mall in suburb.) Fare $1.50; transfer $0.30.

· U-Pass
The CTA “U-Pass” is a student’s ticket to unlimited riding aboard CTA buses and trains. Full-time graduate students who enrolled in the Schools of Education, Law, and Social Work, and who enrolled for at least 9 academic credits hours are eligible to apply U-Pass. The detail information you can find out on www.luc.edu/info/upass.html or you can call Loyola’s U-Pass Hotlines at 773-50U-Pass (773.508.7277)

3. From/To Airport

There are two major airports in Chicagoland, One is O’Hare International Airport, and the other is Midway Airport. (Domestic) O’Hare airport is the 3rd biggest international airport in US. Almost every major airline departs /arrives there; such as UA, AA, Northwest, JAL. It is the one we come/go when traveling Taiwan. Midway airport is the one where domestic airlines depart/arrive; such as Southwest and ATA. When you travel around US, try to find the airlines depart/arrive here. You can get the cheaper airfare.

The following information tells you how to get to O’Hare and Midway airports.

· O’Hare International Airport

Taxi- O’Hare airport actually is not far away from Lake Shore campus. However, it is not convenient to get here if you don’t have a car. Most of students taking taxi to O’Hare, and cost around $30-$35 plus $2.0-3.0 tip based on your luggage. You have to reserve before one day of departure.   There is a reliable taxi company you could call, 1-800-244-9200.

CTA- if you don’t have much luggage traveling along with you. You can try to take the CTA to O’Hare. There are two routes:

1. Take Red Line train to Bryn Mar stop, take route #92 to Jefferson Park (the last stop), and then transfer Blue Line train to O’Hare airport. Estimated 50-60 minutes. Costs $1.80.

2. Take Red Line train to Washington (in Loop), transfer Blue Line train to O’Hare. Seems it is easier, but takes about 90 minutes to O’Hare. Costs $1.50.

· Midway Airport
Taxi- From Lake Shore to Midway, it costs about $40 dollar plus tax.

CTA- Take Red Line train to Lake (in Loop), then go out of station, transfer Orange line to Midway airport (last stop). It takes about 65-75 minutes. Costs $1.50

Airport Shuttle- If you live around water tower campus. You have another choice. Take air shuttle that departs at big hotels around Loop. Need to make reservation in advance. 

4. Car 

Having car is convenient to travel anywhere. However, before buying a car, you have to get the IL state driver license. For detail information, please see www.luc.edu/about/icenter/page50a.html or call (312) 793-1010 for more information

· Driver License

You are required to take vision test and then written test. After passing, you will be required to perform a driving test. Thus, if you have drive license of Taiwan, before you come to US, it’s better to change to international driver license. There will be no problems to practice driving on road, no need to get the student driver permit before driving test. 

Written test regards traffic laws and regulations. For information on road rules and regulations in the State of Illinois, you can pick up a copy of the Rules of the Road at the International Center.

You must have a Social Security Card to get a driver’s License. If you do not have Social Security Card, contact the International Center for information on how to obtain this card or see Loyola web site

 www.luc.edu/about/icenter/page41.html
· Insurance
Once you buy a car, you are required to have car insurance before driving on road. In addition, you need to have car insurance to register your car at local Secretary of State Office (Driver Motor Vehicle). Bring your driver license and Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) to insurance company (Allstate or AAA…etc).  They will give you Certificate Insurance when done.  Then, you have to go to Secretary of State Office to apply Car Plate and Ownership. You need to bring you Certificate of Insurance, Car Title, and Driver License or passport. 

 It is illegal to drive without car insurance. Basically, there are three types of coverage options:

Liability: Basic insurance. You are required to buy liability at least. It pays for medical treatment for yourself, your passengers, and others you have injured, in case of a covered accident.

Collision: This coverage typically pays for damage to your car as a result of a covered accident with another car or a covered collision with most anything else (e.g. a tree). This coverage provides for the repair or replacement of your insured vehicle.

Comprehensive: Comprehensive Coverage typically covers damage to your insured car not caused by collision (a covered accident with another car). This coverage typically includes, among other things, damage caused by falling objects, fire, theft and vandalism, explosion, earthquake and more.

Concerning the detail, it is all-different depended on insurance companies. And, age/ car color may be factors impacting the insurance fee. Therefore, you should ask any detail before you buy it.

AAA

www.aaa.com
Allstate
www.allstate.com
Progressive
www.progressive.com
· Parking (Information see www.luc.edu/depts/safety/parking.html )

Lake Shore Campus
The following lots are designated Resident Student parking only.     

1. P-3 (Winthrop Lot).     

2. P-13 (Simpson Lot). 

3. P-14 (Kenmore Lot). 

4. South Hall/Avenue Apartments Lot. 

5. West Hall/1245-49 Loyola. 

Vehicles parked in one of the above lots must have a Loyola Resident Student parking permit.  The permit must be displayed on the lower left, driver's side, and front windshield at all times.  Temporary permits for visitors (parents) are available at the Parking Office during normal hours and at the Security Office after hours. 

Water Tower Campus
Loyola does not maintain parking lots at the water tower campus for use. But, students who drive to water tower can get the discount rate with valid student ID. 
Monthly parking permits and daily parking coupons may be purchased through some public parking lots near the Water Tower Campus. Call (312) 915-6698 or see Loyola web site www.luc.edu/depts/safety/lots.html
Education

1.Bookstores

There are a lot of bookstores around the Chicago area, including various theme, independent, used and chain bookstores.  Usually, chain bookstores have functional utilities, consisted of bookstores and coffee shops, where you could read their books and magazines free.  If you have seen the movie “You’ve Got Mail”, it would be easy for you to imagine what chain bookstores and theme stores look like.    There are two mainly chain bookstores in the States, Borders and Barnes & Noble.

· Borders

There is a Borders’ branch across Lewis Tower building.  It is a three-story building, located on 830 N. Michigan Ave.   A nice store has a lot of books, a coffee bar and music section.  It also frequently hosts events that are free and open to the public. http://www.borders.com
· Barnes & Noble

The closest one is located on 1130 N. State Street, few blocks from the north of the Water Tower Campus. Tens of thousands of books, coffee bars, and places to sit and to browse.  Barnes & Noble aims at the general reader -- extensive selection but nothing too technical.  http://www.bn.com
Additionally, there is a book compiled by Lane Phalen, The Book Lover’s Guide to Chicagoland (ISBN 1-880339-06-4), which covers over four hundred bookstores in the Chicago area.  For more bookstores, you might check http://www.bookweb.org/bookstores/usa_states.html.  

2. Libraries

· Loyola’s Library

The academic library system in the States is very sound.  Besides the basic borrowing books and the OPAC system, you could do researches by using academic database searching engines through library’s web, http://libraries.luc.edu/.  They are included ERIC, Lexis-Nexis, E-Journals and so on.  

Further, if Loyola does not own the material that you need, find out about access to other local libraries and about interlibrary loan, which allows you to get books and articles from other libraries.  Before you start to use library facilities, it's a good idea to stop by the reference desk to get some pointers on where to look for information. Reference staff may be able to help you find better resources in less time. 

There are several libraries on Loyola. They are Cudahy, Science, Lewis, Law and Medical Libraries.  All of them have capacious studying areas and late-closing hours.  To get library hours, location and more, please visit http://liabraries.luc.edu/
· Chicago Public Library

As long as you are a resident of Chicago, you could get a Library card from Chicago Public Library.  The main library is on 400 South State St. (CTA, Red Line, Jackson exit) and it collected more than two million books.  There are a lot of branches in every Chicago’s neighborhood.   It is another alternative to place to prepare your research and their study area is neat.  http://www.chipublib.org/
CPL has a program call museum pass, you could get a free museum entrance by checking a museum pass at the circulation desk.
3.Computing Centers and Laboratories

All computing centers and labs, in each campus, are equipped with a lot of high technological equipments, 19” color monitors, high-end PCs, laser printers and scanners.  

Generally, computing centers provide full services, including free printing and scanning facilities, and on-site technical advisers who enforce computer usage policies and respond to computer use questions. Some computing labs open 24 hours a day and others usually close at midnight. To get hours, location and more, please visit http://www.luc.edu/infotech/labs/labchart.html.  You also could get some brochures of Information service at computing centers.  

After you get your Universal ID, you could log in any computer on campus and you will have a IMP mailbox, which is the University-supported e-mail provided for you. You also could use the remote access through downloadable remote software: LoyolaConnect http://www.luc.edu/infotech/connect/ at home.  It is a totally free access, except your phone bill. Of course, you could dial in with your own Internet service provider, for example AT&T or Ameritech. Remote access to the Internet also brings with it access to your own Web-based e-mail or to the Web version of IMP http://webmail.luc.edu.

There are several ways you could purchase your personal computer in the Sates, either through the Internet, ex. Dell and Gateway, or any computer stores, ex. Best Buy and ComUSA.  Generally, desktop and laptop in America are cheaper than in Taiwan.  However, the only insufficiency is you cannot get a keyboard with Chinese symbol in the States.

4.Copy Center

If you want make a photocopy, there are several copiers in libraries, but more expensive, 10 cents for each page.  Alternatively, you could go to copy centers.  On Lake Shore Campus, it is on the corner of Broadway and Sheridan.  On the Water Tower Campus, it is on the basement of Marquette Building.  Copy Center is cheaper (5 cents per page) and you could bind your paper there too.  Kinko’s is a copy chain.  They provide more choices for you.  To find a store and their service, please visit www.kincos.com

Entertainment

Have fun in Chicago.  Chicago is the third biggest city in the States.  A lot of fairs and events are held during summer time.  Space a little bit time having fun when you get tired of studying.   There is some information for your reference.  Wish you had a good time in Chicago. 

1.Important information
	Visitor Information Centers

For free brochures, booklets and maps

312-744-2400

77 E Randolph at Michigan Ave

163 E Pearson St at Michigan Ave

700 E Grand Ave

For more information, you can also check out the following website.

www.ci.chi.il.us/Tourism
Free trolleys


Chicago's Free Trolleys are a great way to get to downtown sightseeing. For information on routes, maps and times, http://www.chicago.il.org/TROLLEY_FRAME.HTM.

For more information about Chicago touring and activities, entertaining, please check out the following websites:

www.metromix.com
www.echicago.com
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com



2. Free Admission Days

	Monday
	Shedd Aquarium

www.shedd.org


	Tuesday
	Art Institute of Chicago

111 S. Michigan Ave. at Adams St; (312)443-3600

www.artic.com
Museum of Contemporary Art

220 E. Chicago Ave. http://www.mcachicago.org/

Brookfield Zoo (Oct-Mar)

Located twelve miles west of downtown Chicago

www.brookfieldzoo.org


	Wednesday
	Field Museum

1400 S. Lake Shore Dr.; www.fieldmuseum.org


	Thursday
	Museum of Science and Industry

57th St. and S. Lake Shore Dr.; www.msichicago.org
Brookfield Zoo (Oct-Mar)

Located twelve miles west of downtown Chicago

www.brookfieldzoo.org



3. Activities

· Bicycling/Rollerblading/Running/Walking

The best place to enjoy those activities is at Chicago’s lakefront path. The lakefront path along Michigan Lake covers 18.5 miles with beautiful shorelines of the lake. You can start your route from Hollywood Beach (around Lake Shore Dr. and Hollywood Road). Chicago’s bike route is well-built and very friendly. Lincoln Park and Grant Part are also popular with runners throughout the day.  For Chicago lakefront bike map: www.ci.chi.il.us/Transportation/Bikes
· Working out

Wanna work out?  On the Lake Shore Campus, the Halas Gym, air-conditioned sports center, is a good choice.  Its facilities include multiple courts, swimming pool, master machines, weight machines and sauna.  It is not free, but not very expensive either.  Other gyms, in the Water Tower Campus and the Mallinckrodt Campus, are free, but with few facilities. http://www.luc.edu/depts/campusrec/

Otherwise, there are total 33 beaches along Lake Michigan in Illinois. Oak Street Beach is located at the south end of Lincoln Park. It is the most popular beach in Chicago. Ohio Street Beach is located about a half mile south of Oak Street, between Grand and Ontario. Lakefront beaches have lifeguards from late May through early Sep. The water in August is usually in the 70s Fahrenheit.

· Movies

Loyola plays movies weekly at the Deman Hall during semesters.  It is free admission.  Most of movies it plays are new released.

There are several fantastic movie theaters in Chicago.  If you like Warner Bros. Theaters in Taipei, you might like to stick around here.  Usually, ticket range is around $8. The Student Life desk in the Centennial Forum, LSC, sells discount tickets of Loews Movie Theater.  Century 6, in Evanston, has special price $5.5 with showing student ID.  You could take Purple Line and stop at Davis. For other theaters, please check http://www.metromix.com

· Shows & Concerts

Chicago is the original place of Blue Man Show, http://www.blueman.com/, and a lot of individual shows and Broadway shows play here.    For example, Ms. Saigon is regularly played in the Chicago downtown every summer.  

Chicago Symphony Center is a good place to appreciate classical music.   They invite a lot of famous musician to perform, ex. Yo-Yo Ma. Of course, the price is pretty impressive too.  To check their events, please click http://www.chicagosymphony.org/
Lyric Opera of Chicago is a right place to see classical operas.  The Civic Opera House, at 20 North Wacker Drive, is a very adorable building, built in 1929.  It is worth to check an opera here. http://www.lyricopera.org/ 

Sometimes, Loyola would have discount tickets for certain shows or concerts for students.  Check the mails from Loyola and you will find a good deal.

· Baseball 

Wrigley Field baseball stadium is the home of the famous Chicago Cubs, at 1060 W Addition at Clark. You can take red line and get off at Addition. This charming stadium, build in 1914, is the oldest national league ballpark.  White Sox is another Chicago baseball team.  White Sox’s home stadium, stately new Comiskey Park officially opened its doors in 1991.  It locates on CTA, Red Line, Sox 35th. Baseball fans can enjoy the games throughout the summer March to October. Tickets range is round $5~50.

· Chicago Blues

ID with date of birth on is required to show before you enter a bar or club in Chicago. Below are some popular places for enjoying Chicago Blues for your reference, if you are a Chicago Blues gore. 

· House of Blues

329 N Dearborn St. 527-2583 or 923-2000(tickets)

· Kingston Mines (live blues)

2548 N Halsted St., Lincoln Park, El Red line at Fuleturn 

(773)477-464

fees: $12 (drinks excluded)

· Blues

2519 N. Halsted St., Lincoln Park

(773)409-7090

4. Special Events

Chicago has many fun and special events throughout the year. Below are some famous events that for you to explore Chicago’s excitement…….

· Chicago Auto Show

If you are an auto lover, you shouldn’t miss this huge, exciting auto show, exhibiting latest new models from Detroit, Tokyo…. in the mid February at McCormick Place.

· St. Patrick’s Day Parade

A traditional Irish festival is on March. Join their fun parade and go to see dyed Chicago River green.

· Chicago Blues Festival

A highly regarded three-day festival is in Grant Part on the first weekend of June.

· Gay & Lesbian Pride Parade

A spectacle parade through lake view, normally on Belmont and Broadway to Lincoln Park, usually sets on the last Sunday of June.

· Grant Park Music Festival

Between June and August, a fantastic outdoor music festival at Grant Park performs a verity of music from classic to country. Check out http://www.grantparkmusicfestival.com/

· Taste of Chicago

A big festival lasts for 10 days in the Grant Park, including varieties of food, live music. Food is experience there. You can just go enjoy the fun atmosphere, crowds and listen free live music.

· Independence Day Concert and Fireworks

Celebration the Independence Day! But it’s really starting the day before, on July 3rd. Lots of fun with a fireworks show and live music played by Chicago Symphony Orchestra. You may check out the best viewing sites for the fireworks show at www.metromix.com
· Chicago Air and Water Show

The annual Chicago Air & Water Show is the oldest and largest free admission air exhibition of its kind in the United States, featuring civilian and United States military aircraft and watercraft. Aerobatic and aquatic performers and speedboats perform all afternoon both days the third weekend in August. You can watch the show along Chicago's lakefront, from Fullerton Avenue to Oak Street, with North Avenue Beach as the focal point of the event's performances. You may check out the best viewing sites for the fireworks show at www.metromix.com
· Chicago International Film festival

If you are addict at international films, it is a good chance to view artic movies here.  A lot of independent movies play in this annual festival.  To gain more information, please check http://www.chicagofilmfestival.com/

· Ravinia Festival

Free admission with student ID. 

World-famous Chicago Symphony Orchestra performs here during the summer, as do leading jazz, chamber music, pops and folks…You can bring your picnic dinner, candles, fine wine, beers and any cold drinks. Your summer nights can’t be better sitting on the lawn to enjoy these fantastic music performances.

Green Bay & Lake Cook Rd, Highland Park (about 25 miles or 40km north of Chicago) (847) 266-5100 or (800)433-8819  www.ravinia.org
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