WALKING BY FAITH
THE CHURCH AND THE CHRISTIAN INDIVIDUAL

INTRODUCTION: The failure to separate what the congregation, as such, can do and what the individual Christian can do in the service of the Lord is the cause of much misunderstanding in the church today.

There are two modern theories advanced: (1) What the Christian individual can do, the church can do; (2) What the church cannot do the Christian individual cannot do. These two positions represent two extreme views and are both wrong some of the brethren have contended that if the Christian individual can support a school in which the Bible is taught along with secular subjects, and then the church can do so out of its treasury. Others have contended that if the church cannot support a school in which the Bible is taught along with secular subjects, then a Christian individual cannot do so. Such misconceptions are based upon the fallacy that whatever the Chris​tian does, the church is doing. It is the purpose of this article to emphasize that there are many things, which the Christian individual must do, in his individual relationships in living the Christian life that the church, as such, cannot engage in scripturally.

I What It Means To Be A Christian.

                                  It means more than simply subscribing to a system of doctrine though without the truth of                                                                                         God it is impossible to be a Christian. John 8:32.It means more than simply believing. Theoretical religion alone is not enough. To be sure, one must be a believer. Hebrews 11:8. Mark 16:16. But he must have a faith that works by love. Galatians 6:6.It means submission-obedience-conformity to the will of Christ in every relationship in life, in all manner of living. I Peter 1:13-16; James 1:22-27.





It certainly includes being a member of the 'body of Christ the church-but it includes more than just church membership.
One cannot be a Christian i.e., saved individual-without being a member of the church. God adds the saved to the church. Acts 2:47.

II. The Religion of Christ Is a Way of Life Embracing Every Rela​tionship in the Life of the Christian Individual.

It is just as necessary for a Christian to please God and do His will in the home, in the conduct of his business, in his relation to the government, and in his social contact with his fellowman as it is in the church. A man who does not live in his home according to the principles of righteousness who does not conduct his business according thereto, who does not fulfill his duty before God toward the government under which he lives, or who does not treat his fellowman as a Christian should is not a Christian, it does not matter how faithful he may be in the work of the church or in its worship. The Christian life and duty embraces every relationship in life. It is a twenty-four hour day-seven day each week-job and nothing in the life of the individual Christian is exempt from it.

III   
Some Individual Christian Duties That Cannot Be Performed By the Church.

 A Christian is under obligation to make a living for his Family 1 Timothy 5:8,16.  A.Christan under obligation to bring his children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. While it is certainly right for the church to teach anybody, child or adult, whenever it has the opportunity, the church cannot take over the task of rearing our children for us. Ephesians 6:4. The Christian individual is to engage in some sort of gainful occupation to provide for himself, those who have the right to depend upon him, and in order to he able to give; but the church cannot engage in business or economic enterprise. I Thessalonians 4:11; I Timothy 5:8; II Thessalonians 3:10 .The Christian is subject to the government under which he lives as a citizen, but the church is not a political medium and has no relation to the civil government. I Peter 2:13; Romans 12:14-21.


The Christian individual has obligations to his community, to the people with whom he works, among whom he lives, and with whom he associates that is no part of the work of the Lord’s church in any sense. Romans 12:14-21.

IV     Some Duties Assigned Both to the Christian Individual and the Church.

In some work the individual Christian is to function both in his individual capacity and as a member of the church (congregation) in doing God's will. In Teaching. In Acts 11: We have an example of indi​viduals planting Christianity in Antioch (verse 20) by preaching the word and also of the church in Jerusalem sending out Barnabas to assist in the work of preaching the word there. (Verses 22-24.) Benevolence is in some instances an individual obligation and in some instances it is chargeable to the church. I Timothy 5:16.3. 
In no instance does the discharge of individual Christian duty conflict with one's duty to God in the church. We should do both to the best of our ability realizing that we have many duties to discharge as individuals that cannot be performed by the church, as such, and there are duties that must be discharged in the church that cannot be discharged through any other relationship.

V. Each Christian Individual Is Responsible to God for doing his Part of whatever God Has made the Church Responsible for His Service.

The church is to he built up by that which each member supplies. Ephesians 4.18.The body has many members. There is but one body. 1 Corinthians 12:2. Every member has its function to perform and is needed. I Corinthians 12:14-26. All are to function in respective places and according to their ability in doing work of the church. Romans 12:4-8. The arrangement in body is of God. I Corinthians 12:18. The Corinthian church had an obligation for which they committed themselves in helping the Jerusalem saints. II Corinthians 8:10-11; 9:5 that "afore promised bounty" was to be made up by each one contributing his proportionate part the first day of the week. 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. So it is always in financing the work of the Lord’s church. Each member is responsible for maintaining peace and harmony in accordance with God's will in the congregation Ephesians 4:1-3. Each member of the body is responsible for its purity Ephesians 4:17; 5:21.

CONCLUSION:

Thus, we can see that while the responsibility for making the church what God wants it to be and, for accomplishing the purposes of God through it rests upon the individual member and he is obligated to do his part, determined by his ability-whatever God wants the church to do and for making his efforts blend in with the efforts of other members of the body, yet his obligations in the work of the church are not all of the personal responsibility which rests upon him. He is responsible for doing the will at God all of the relationships of life. What God has the church to do must be done through the church and what God has given the individual Christian to do as an individual he must as such and cannot avoid his personal duty by trying to let the church perform it in his stead Let the church be the church and let church do the work of the church.

