FROM HEAVEN OR FROM MEN?

Matt. 21:23-27

Intro.
   A. This is an attempt of the chief priests and elders to expose   

      Jesus to the multitudes as a fraud.

      1. Jesus had not come to them and asked permission to do what

         He was doing; thus, they wanted to expose him as a usurper

         of authority.

      2. The proposition of Jesus was a fair and simple one.

         a. If they are religious leaders, teachers of the Law, they

            should be able to fulfill one of the fundamental

            responsibilities of discerning between truth and error.

   B. They had come to expose Jesus as one without authority.

      However, they showed themselves to be wholly unworthy of

      authority themselves.

      1. They couldn't even answer a simple question about John's

         baptism.

      2. Thus, why would anyone want to listen to them?

   C. Jesus not only showed His great wisdom, but He raised a very

      vital question that needs to be asked regarding everything we

      teach and practice in religion.

I. LET'S TAKE TIME TO PONDER OUR LORD'S QUESTION.
   A. First of all, what determines whether or not something is from

      heaven?

      1. Is it determined by what a particular church teaches?

         a. The church does not make laws. It's duty is to follow

            the laws made by the Head. Eph. 1:22-23; 4:14-15

      2. Is "from heaven" determined by ecclesiastical councils,

         synods, conventions?

         a. The creeds which supposedly have been written to unite

            believers resulted only in dividing them.

            (1) If a creed is more than the Bible, it is condemned

                by those passages which say we are not to add to

                the Word.

            (2) If it is less than the Bible, it is condemned by     

                those verses which teach that we are not to take from

                the Bible

            (3) If it is exactly as the Bible (they all claim this), 

                it is not needed for it is already in the Bible.

      3. Is "from heaven" determined by one's own personal

         conscience? Jer. 10:23; Prov. 16:25

         a. What I "feel," about something, may be wrong. Jacob

            felt that his son was dead. Gen. 37:31-36

      4. Or, is "from heaven" determined by Christ and His Word?

         a. John 12:48; Matt. 28:18-20; Heb. 1:1-2; 1 Cor. 14:37; 2

            Tim. 3:16-17

            (1) Anything not in His Word is "from men" and will

                condemn. Matt. 15:9; Rom. 3:4; Col. 2:8,18; Titus

                1:13-14; 2 John 9

II. LET'S LIST SOME THINGS AND APPLY OUR LORD'S QUESTION.
   A. There are great multitudes of things in religion today which   

      need application to our Lord's simple question.   

      1. Once there was a young preacher who had started a call-in

         radio program. At first, he was receiving no questions at   

         all.

      2. I thought I would give aid by sending him questions which

         he could answer at his convenience. His answers would

         benefit a general listening audience. (See list below).

      3. As I mentioned, there is much error being taught and

         practiced in our religious world today.

   B. In this study, let's confine our study simply to baptism.

      1. Infant baptism - From heaven or from men?

         a. A candidate for baptism must believe (Mark 16:16),

            repent (Acts 2:38); confess (Rom. 10:9), to wash away

            his sins (Acts 22:16). An infant can't do any of these.

         b. An infant does not have sin, for sin is transgression of

            law. 1 John 3:4

         c. We do not inherit the sin of our parents. Ezek. 18:20

      2. Sprinkling or pouring - From heaven or from men?

         a. The Greek word for "baptism" means "burial."

         b. The Scriptures state and demonstrate that it is a burial.

            Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12; Acts 8:36-39

      3. Salvation before baptism - From heaven or from men?

         a. Some say that baptism is "An outward sign of an inward

            grace," "A symbol of your dedication," "A figure

            showing you are already saved."

         b. However, what did Peter say in Acts 2:38 and 1 Pet.

            3:21?

            (1) What Peter did not say: "You are already saved

                since you believed," "Pray through to be saved,"

                "Come to the prayer altar," "Accept Christ as your

                personal savior," "Just call on the name of the

                Lord," "Confess that God for Christ's sake has

                pardoned your sins."

      4. Membership into a denomination - From heaven or from

         men?

         a. Did my baptism put me into some denominational

            church? Did it put me into the Baptist, Methodist, or

            Christian church?

         b. Bible baptism puts one into the body of Christ. 1 Cor.

            12:13; Acts 2:41,47

         c. If one was baptized thinking it was putting him into

            some denominational church, he needs to be baptized

again, because one cannot be taught error and be baptized scriptually.

      5. Baptism for the dead - From heaven or from men?

         a. The Mormon Church baptize themselves on behalf of

            some friend or relative who has died. Their supposed

            "proof text" is 1 Cor. 15:29

         b. The word "for" in 1 Cor. 15:29 is not "eis" as in Acts

            2:38, but "huper" meaning "in view of, with reference

            to, in behalf of."

         c. Thus, Paul is saying, "Why be baptized with reference to

            Jesus Christ, if there be no resurrection?" See Rom. 6:5

         d. The Mormon view contradicts other plain passages.

            Heb. 9:27; 2 Cor. 5:10

      6. Holy Spirit baptism to be saved - From heaven or from men?

         a. Only one baptism is effective today. Eph. 4:5

         b.  Holy Spirit baptism was a promise and not a command to be obeyed.

            Luke 24:49

         c. Given for specific purposes. Acts 1:4-5, 8; 2:4; 11:15-

            18

         d. Water baptism can be administered by man, whereas

            Holy Spirit baptism cannot. Mark 16:15-16; Acts 8:38;

            10:48

      7. The penitent believer buried in water to obtain forgiveness 

         of sins - From heaven or from men? Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16

Concl.
   A. "Is it from heaven or from men?" What a great, vital, important

      question!

   B. Our Lord's question becomes one that must be raised regarding

      everything we teach and practice.

      1. If we subscribe to and engage in something not in the

         Scriptures, it is "from men" and thereby we stand

         condemned before God. Matt. 7:21-23.

         a. They were doing things for which there was no law, no

            authority. What they were doing had come from men,

            not heaven.

   C. If John's baptism was "from heaven," they should have obeyed   

      it. Luke 7:29-30

      1. Those baptized under John, vindicated (declared) God's

         justice (righteous requirements).

      2. Thus, John's baptism was a test as to whether one justified

         (accepted) or rejected the counsel of God.

      3. Those who rejected it injured their own souls - judged

         themselves unworthy of eternal life.

   D. If "the penitent believer is buried in water for remission of  

      his sins" is "from heaven," we need to obey it.

      1. How about you? Have you rendered obedience to the

         command to be baptized, a command which comes down

         from heaven?

