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Looking for a timeless story about a young princess who saves the world? Look no further; her name is Nausicaä and this is the first chapter of her journey to save the Earth. 

This amazing work of art, from the renowned Hayao Miyazaki, is written in its original Japanese format, or Manga, meaning that it reads from back to front, and from right to left. Although reading this style of literature is still a new experience for me, this book really helped me to appreciate the genre. The story takes place thousands of years in the future, after humans succeeded in destroying the earth with pollution. The air is unsafe to breathe and giant insects rule the land. Nausicaä, however, discovers why things are the way they are, and begins to ‘right the wrongs.’ 

I have to admit, I was not really expecting to enjoy the story, but know that Miyazaki’s work is amazing, so I figured if I HAD to choose a graphic novel, why not try out an award winner!? I ended up really enjoying this, and can see why it is so popular. It is an epic adventure as well as a direct lesson to take care of the Earth. The rating on this book is T for Teen, but I could see this being a hit with middle schoolers as well as older teens and adults, both male and female. (This is volume 1 of 7.)
Miyazaki, Hayao. Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind. Vol. 1. San Francisco, CA: VIZ, LLC., 2004.





“Nausicaä, a young princess, has an empathic bond with the giant insects and animals of every creed. She fights to create tolerance, understanding and patience among empires that are fighting over the world's remaining precious natural resources.”     ~VizMedia website








