Back up, Jedi
Lance’s Training Role Playing

Moving through space at unnatural speeds the starline streaked by the “Sands of Time” as the Coruscant Heavy Courier slid through hyperspace towards Agamar. On board resting his feet on the control council of the ship Lance leaned back in the pilots seat holding the wooden box that contained the lightsaber he had recently purchased. Intrakit carvings and etchings covered the wooden case as well as words written in basic scrolling around the base. Now this was getting more interesting, Lance had hoped to receive some formal training in the Jedi ways after years of private studies into there religion. Examining the phrase that encircled the box Lance was shocked to find the missing piece to the puzzle he had been looking for.

“There is no ignorance; there is knowledge.” 

Sitting up and putting his feet squarely on the ships solid durasteel flooring Lance began punching this phrase into the databank of other’s he had gathered over time from readings and forgotten texts on the ancient Jedi religion. Compiling the massive list the computer on board the “Sands of Time” displayed, in basic, the elusive phrase of a distant time.

There is no emotion; there is peace
There is no ignorance; there is knowledge
There is no passion there is serenity
There is no death; there is the Force

“This has to be it.” Lance added speaking out loud to himself. “This must be the forgotten Jedi Code, but what does it mean.”

The silent journey through hyperspace was often one of self reflection for many who traversed its plane, but it also could lead a man to madness if left only to his own devices for long periods of time. Laughing a bit Lance decided he would buy a droid for a bit of banter now and then. 

Now that Lance thought and felt he had the completed code by which he would lead his life all he had to do was figure out just what was meant by these four important sentences; a challenge in it of itself. The second phrase seemed logical and would be the easiest to grasp. A man such as Lance from a scholastic background figured he would have no problem deciphering that line for what it was. 

Knowledge is the foundation of all understanding, without knowledge beings are nothing more then wild animals. Those who temper their actions with knowledge, shall prevail because the understand the situation and they can see clearly the outcome of there decisions. As opposed to those who act out of ignorance without first analyzing what is in front of them. Those who temper their words with knowledge, shall be clear because those of an open mind and free will can see, hear and feel what was intended by the individual who speaks from knowledge and not ignorance. Those who temper their way with knowledge shall be in harmony. Thus, the enlightened lead by opening themselves to the galaxy. Unlike those of ignorance who are blind to the galaxy and act without harmony reacting first and worrying about the consequences later on.

Lance figured that was the perfect analysis of the second line but to fully grasp this he would need to figure out what was meant by There is no emotion; there is peace. His mind was drawing a blank to this line. Everyone has emotions, good and bad, and as far as Lance could figure peacefulness was an emotion. 


Time droned by and Lance’s mind wandered to the past on Kalarba for maybe the answer lied in his past. Remembering his pleasant childhood and the people and places of the past brought a twinge of nostalgia to his tempered face. As he moved forward from the first day he could remember to know. Playing with his little brother Cole around the family space station, and getting into mischief brought a joyous smile to his face as Lance once again leaned back into the chair of his ship relaxing. Moving forward still remembering his brother painful memories flashed to his mind answering the riddle he was posed with. If only he had not allowed his emotions to rule over him and cloud his judgement then he would still have a brother. When Cole had taken the family ships to hunt those responsible for their parents’ murder Lance could not forget or understand why his brother acted the way he did. Cole had probably saved the family business and Lance’s memory of his parents by defending the station from there attack. If only Lance had forgiven him for using the ships before maybe he could have seen his brothers actions for what there truly were; A crying for help. 

Putting this painful lesson to good use Lance deciphered the first line of the code pounding it into the computer with thud.

A Jedi does not allow their emotions to rule over them; this is because a Jedi does not let them interfere with their judgement. Emotions both good and bad can cloud their perceptions; this hinders their ability to understand what is happening. The Light is a pure form of the Force intimately bound with the essence of life itself. The lights is peace, harmony and knowledge and those who follow the Light use it for only these things. The Light is nurtured and draws strength from the diversity of life, thriving where there is serenity and accord. Those emotions which enhance its flow and tap into its vast reserves of strength and peace. Patience, humility and self-sacrifice are paths to enlightenment. 


For line three of the code Lance turned to his trusty computer system to give him the answers. Ancient text on that specific and sacred line was in his databanks somewhere. The question was finding that elusive prey. Starting with simple queries Lance narrowed the choices down and reviewed each one carefully making sure he had chosen the right one. As he read one over and over again it just seemed to fit into what he had managed to get so far. He chooses this one feeling it was right analysis.

Through seeing past the inner illusions and falsehood, a Jedi finds serenity. Their inner peace. A Jedi is calm, passive, at peace with themselves. The first struggle the Jedi will face is with themselves. A Jedi must find their peace with life. 


The last line of the Code at first seemed almost contradictor to the truth that Lance had known his entire life. All things die, the Jedi’s were no different, Lance knew this much of them in that all the reading he could find pointed to many occurrences were they were defeated and killed. The meaning had to be something deeper so he turned to the mystical field the Jedi’s claimed existed called the Force. After many many years of searching for the Force Lance had successful drawn some complex and detailed description of what exactly the Force is.

From the depths of the universe it came, Life, and with life there came beauty. As Life grew, it diversified. Vast energy grew with life, fed by both beauty and ugliness of life, thriving, growing and evolving. As life blossomed and grew ever more sophisticated, so the energy grew, becoming more defined and distinct. This energy field permeates everything living thing throughout the galaxy. It is created by life and a few special beings in the galaxy can feel its essence and flow. This energy surrounds and penetrates us, binding the galaxy together. 

Combining that with what he knew of science and death seemed a bit illogical at first but then so were so many views Lance had clung to and maybe it was time to let go of those beliefs and trust his feelings and judgement. If by the laws of science and nature energy is neither created nor destroyed then the Force was an indestructible, unending source that could be harnessed and this must be what gave a Jedi there mysterious powers and mind tricks. If its true and a Jedi believes themselves to be one with the Force a flowing energy field then on there “death” they must return to that energy field, thereby never truly dying but just changing form. 

Once again leaning back in his chair Lance leaned back pondering his newfound knowledge and understanding. This voyage he was on would challenge all his beliefs and understandings of the Galaxy. Peace and calm fell over the thirty-year old man feeling much like a child finally grasping the truth about the world around him.

“This would be interesting indeed…” Agamar had the answers to his questions and it was now only a matter of time before he got a few of them. Soon he would find out if he had been wasting his life in pursuit of this knowledge and if his carefully conceived notions on life, the force, and the Jedi ways were indeed correct or if he was truly going mad and turning into a crazy old wizard. 


From the depths of the universe it came, Life, and with life there came beauty. As Life grew, it diversified. Vast energy grew with life, fed by both beauty and ugliness of life, thriving, growing and evolving. As life blossomed and grew ever more sophisticated, so the energy grew, becoming more defined and distinct. 

This energy field permeates everything living thing throughout the galaxy. It is created by life and a few special beings in the galaxy can feel its essence and flow. This energy surrounds and penetrates us, binding the galaxy together. 

The Light is a pure form of the Force intimately bound with the essence of life itself. The lights is peace, harmony and knowledge and those who follow the Light use it for only these things. The Light is nurtured and draws strength from the diversity of life, thriving where there is serenity and accord. Those emotions which enhance its flow and tap into its vast reserves of strength and peace. Patience, humility and self sacrifice are paths to enlightenment. 

To feel the Force flowing through you, you must be an open conduit through which the Force may flow. A jedi must be at Peace, Serene, Calm, and in perfect Harmony with life and himself. By doing this, you cleanse the environment of negative influences. From this point, I like to close my eyes or simply shut out the chaos of the world around me, and feel the energy radiate from my body and move around me. Relaxing and feel the energy flowing through you then concentrating, you focus your energy on either a mental or physical object of your choosing. Not necessarily to move it, but to feel the connection through this object. Continue focusing on this object and the energy around it till you can see its energy.

Maintaining that “image” of the object and a focus on the energy permeating all life a Jedi can manipulate the distribution and nature of the flowing Force around them and in the galaxy. By harnessing the energy around them and by being in harmony this energy possess the power and allows a Jedi to move the object with the mind alone. 

*watches small stone float around infront of him showing those watching and listening the truth behind his words* 

catria_kenobi_cavendell: FEAR = FALSE EVIDENCE APPEARING REAL

> 

> To accept someone for who they truly are, and not

> to

> judge their actions.

There is a barrier we hold up to protect ourselves

> from being hurt. It is like a mask we wear. It hides

> ourselves from other and foremostly from ourselves.

> It comes from the FEAR of the unknown. 

> We may hide ourselves behind a false joy, making

> people see, a part of us which is doing the

> protecting. We may smile, and act i a certain way to

> protect ourselves from pain. So we do not have to

> face reality.

> You can take two paths.

> One cover up the pain with Joy and happiness.

> Or cover it up with FEAR AND ANGER

give me your feelings and views on that!
Master Kenobi,

I do not know pretend to possess any deeper understanding of the Force or the mysterious Jedi ways than you do, however, lesson one seems to go against what I believe the fundamental basics of the Jedi Code stands for.  In my self-reflections and studies I found that you seek the truth, looking past the illusions and false visages of ignorance in search of knowledge, enlightenment, and harmony.  I accept everyone for what there, a living lifeform created from the Force as such they are as important as everything and hold no value higher than any other form of life.   However, my duties as a living lifeform connected to this energy you call the Force does not permit me to standby and allow the actions of another being to willfully and knowingly commit evil actions, such as wanton killings.  We as beings of free will know in our hearts what is right and what is wrong.  Even children have the ability to distinguish between the two actions.  Thou ultimately I am not there judge I cannot willfully accept actions of evil and will strive to prevent such actions from occurring. 

If forced to choose a path between covering pain with Joy and Happiness or Fear and Anger I would always choose the first path.  However, do you not feel there is a third path to follow? If the teachings of the Force are true, would not a third path be obviously clear.  If able to see past the illusions and falsehoods of ignorance and accept someone for who they really are, could I not find serenity within myself?  Should I not attempt to strive for being at peace, calm and passive?  Could you not learn to find peace with the pain?  To me being able to forgive and move on is important.  As I wish I had been able to do with my brother many years ago.  Should I ever get a chance to do so I will attempt to make peace between us.  Could you strive to not build a barrier within yourself and deal with the conflict within?  It seems as if I was to truly be an agent of the living Force I should attempt to first deal with things within myself, to live my life as best I could.  Life is to short to live in Fear and Anger, as an older man I realize the importance of that now when dealing with family, friends, and co-workers. 

catria_kenobi_cavendell: this is next one....LESSON:

> EMOTIONS

> 

> Do not under estimate your emotions.

> They will take you over . If not dealt with

> immediately.

> One of the first Jedi lessons is to meditate and

> control their emotional state.

> I talk about all emotional states, not just anger,

> fear but the other emotions we battle with on a day

> to

> day basis.

> They will consume you, and cloud your judgement.

> A carefully chosen word, a step back from the

> moment.

> These things can save yourself and others pain.

Master Kenobi,

I am an older man who has had many life experiences and I cannot stress the truth behind this lesson.  Many times in my life I wished I could take back things I have said or done.  Almost instinctual reactions to situations instilled by life experiences.  Most people are taught from birth that your react certain ways to certain situations.  I am struggling as I think most people are to come to terms with these gut reactions and step back and truly analyze why one acts the way they do.   It benefits us all to step back and think before speaking, and reacting.  Emotions are very powerful instruments when not properly handled. They can consume a persons existence, taking over there lives.  In my studies of ancient text and artifacts relating to Jedi lore I found an interesting passage that I would like to pass on to you. 

Evil is not always easy to recognize. An innocent act may ultimately result in great suffering. An act of revenge may save the lives of millions of people. The pure at heart can lash out in Anger. Evil may lurk beneath the mask of virtue. Whether an act is evil or not often boils down to a question of motivation, and motivations can be hard to identify. To be a true Jedi you must be constantly aware of your motives. Did you act out of anger? Hatred? Cruelty? Vengeance? Pride? Did you simply choose an option to spill blood? Or was greed, envy or jealousy involved in your motivations?  

Simply feeling anger, fear, bloodlust, or any other similarly negative emotion is not in itself an act of the Dark Side or a Fallen Jedi. The journey to of the Light Side requires you to control and deal with these emotions, not allowing them to determine your actions, striving to fill those around you with a genuine desire for peace, harmony and enlightenment.

I think that fits well with the lesson.  Emotion can cloud your true motivations and logic.  Instead of acting through knowledge you act out of very human very powerful emotions that blind you to the true nature of life and I assume the Force as well.  In theory and I am sure you can tell me if this is true or not, that by not checking these emotions that they guide your actions and you stop letting the Force be your guide through life.

catria_kenobi_cavendell: here is number three.........
catria_kenobi_cavendell: LESSON: 

> DARK AND LIGHTSIDERS

> Many people believe that Darksiders are pure evil.

> There are ,in fact, three types of Dark jedi.

> Those that go to the darkside willigly and embrace

> it.

> Those that are seduced by the darkside, forced by

> lies

> and decite to do darkside acts.

> Those whom are consumed by the darkside, whos guilt

> prevents them from feeling the lightside of the

> force,

> tey are not evil , they are lost trying to fid the

> way

> back to the light.

> 

> You must realise Dark and lightside Force is the

> same,

> only with different aproaches, form the way people

> using it.. 

> The Darkside struggles to solve your problems.

> The lightside see the struggle as the problem.

> The dakside is not evil, it merely is perceived that

> way because of

catria_kenobi_cavendell: the way most people turn, in anger or

> violence.

> 

> A JEDI NEVER USES THE FORCE IN ANGER

· NOR DO THEY USE DARKSIDE POWERS IN THE NAME OF GOOD.

Master Kenobi,

I am struggling with the finer details of this lesson from a logical stand point and I hope maybe you can help me to better understand the Force’s directions and what is meant behind some of these important lines in this lesson.  Let me first clarify what I understand then what exactly I am failing to grasp yet.  The three types of people called Dark Siders seem perfectly logical; however, I fail to see how the Dark Side is not inherently evil.  

I understand that the Dark Siders of the past sought to control everyone.  I learned that the fallen Emperor taught that all sentient beings not able to touch the Force was his to control and manipulated.  I understand the definition of evil as I reviewed this thoroughly before responding.  

Adj.

1.) Causing ruin, injury, or pain; harmful
2.) Characterized by or indicating future misfortune; ominous
3.) Bad or blameworthy by report; infamous
4.) Characterized by anger or spite; malicious

Noun

1.) The quality of being morally bad or wrong; wickedness. 
2.) That which causes harm, misfortune, or destruction: 
3. )An evil force, power, or personification. 
4.) Something that is a cause or source of suffering, injury, or destruction

If these are the qualities and definitions of being evil and I am guessing to harness the Dark Side you must do so from negative emotions and you know the difference between right and wrong only those insane could believe using the Dark Side not to be evil.   This allows me to take comfort and solace in not ever touching off upon the Dark Side.  If it is not really evil then how do we justify not being able to touch off upon it?  Also is it possible that all people who use the Dark Side can be saved from it and be brought back into the light?

FEAR = FALSE EVIDENCE APPEARING REAL That is my interpretation of what FEAR is. 

As Jedi we must see what is truely there and be focused. Most fears appear very very real. Like a phobia for spiders for example. This example is a basic one and of course I am not trying to imagine the fear is not un-nerving. As soon as we are in the frame of mind [focused as jedi] we are able to confrount and analise those fears. Taring them down, breaking through to the reality of what there is to be truely seen. 

This can be a practised exersice. Be it a phobia of spiders or a fear of dying or a fear of confrounting someone who appears to be 'stronger' in the force than you. We start at the simplistct views and work our way towards the larger tasks. then eventualy we understand the lessons we are learning. 

LESSON: DARK AND LIGHTSIDERS

A JEDI NEVER USES THE FORCE IN ANGER NOR DO THEY USE DARKSIDE POWERS IN THE NAME OF GOOD. 

"If these are the qualities and definitions of being evil and I am guessing to harness the Dark Side you must do so from negative emotions and you know the difference between right and wrong only those insane could believe using the Dark Side not to be evil. "

My reply to this is;

The response you gave is a just and fair one. However try to step back form the definition of the word 'evil' 

I am agreeing with you that we see all sorts of negatives that are in our opinion and Jedi way of life, used when perfroming Darkside acts. 

I will try to explain my reasoning behind why I feel Darksiders are not evil.

There is one conclusion I personaly came to and you may chose to differ from my opinion. After all that is not the point of the lesson * she smiles slightly* 

Yes they harm others, they use the force when they are angry.. I wont go into all of thow they envoke the force right now, that is a lesson I choose not to tell one so young. It is not a reflection of your ability to understand *she flashes him a cheeky grin* The way they envoke the force is in the eyes of the Jedi un-necessary. Those which we choose not to undertake. For we can quite easily use the 'so called Darside powers' we as Jedi simply choose not to through our beliefs.

some of these belifs are as follows

A Jedi must observe the following rules Never use the Force to attack Never use the Force in anger/fear Do not use the Force needlessly Never use the Force to achieve a selfish end

What is needless use of the Force? Needless use of the Force is when you have other options available that you have not followed through, and rely on the Force to do what you want to do. The Force is the last thing you will rely on.

Examples: Using the Force to retrieve a nearby object by telekinesis when not in a life threatening/desperate situation. Using the Force to accomplish something before you have tried your other skills first at the task. The essence of needless use of the Force goes beyond these examples as it would be impossible to list all the situations in which it may occur

What is a selfish act? A selfish end is when you intention is meant to benefit you, a person may sometimes hide this fact by citing proof of other people benefiting more then they do. If the whole aim of the act is for you to gain some measure of benefit, then it is a selfish act. 

Examples: For personal wealth For revenge/vengeance Putting your needs before others

What is using the Force to attack? A Jedi does not attack, using the Force in aggression, to actively take steps to cause harm or damage is the preview to the darkside. 

What is using the Force in anger/fear? The Force should be used only when calm, at peace, when a Jedi is at one with the Force. 

Is it right to use a Darkside power for the sake of good? No. Not ever. 

We CAN perform these acts of harm to others. Just because we are Jedi does not mean we can't 

*she looks at you a serious expression on her face* If we did, however, that is the first step to corruption. the step towards everything that is opposite to a Jedi's values. *Her expression soften, a small smile enters her eyes* 

We CAN perform those acts because..*she pauses for a moment* The force is the same Force... Dark light Jedi or Sith all envoke the same force. the Force itself does not change. The people do not change. Not in the fact of their species I mean. they do make changes to thier behaviour, that I do not debate. Alas this Force is channelled by us all..The same Force for us all. This is Why I say Darksiders are not Evil. the behaviour they undertake is not favoured by Jedi. You see, they think their actions are as just and pure as ours. Emperor Palpatine Truely believed he was acting in the name of GOOD. He thought it was of benefit to the Empire. He never considered his actions Evil at all. 

*lance asks another Question* "Also is it possible that all people who use the Dark Side can be saved from it and be brought back into the light?" 

*catria looks at you a warm smile passes over her lips* I like to think that there is a chance for everyone. I hold hope at my side and the force is my guide. 

Learn not to judge others. learn that your oppinion is as valid as the next persons even though you might disagree with it. Also that each person is of free will and as such must be free to choose their own destiny.

The force will come to you when your at peace, are calm and passive. Vision and focus and clear the mind of all thought. When this is achieved you will Feel the force and it will never give you falsehoods. 

*catria bowed deeply to lance* that is all for today I am sure it gives you alot to reflect upon. 

HOW DO I KNOW IF I CAN FEEL THE FORCE?   

 Some are aware that they "do"  special things at an early age and predict things or can move small pebbles by thinking about it. They FEEL different and cannot explain why. They just know they are. Others do not see this and it is not untill they are confrounted by another person doing it they start to add up the feelings. For others it is not so clear and as the force works in mysterious ways. These people discover themselves late in life or maybe another force sensative feels them and tells them about the force. some know it is there and choose to call it by different names.

HOW I FEEL WHEN I ACCESS THE FORCE

The inner peace is gained by closing the mind and filling it without thought. Loosing your self untill a tear drop is heard and your heart is the sound of the living force which binds you. The single breath is the flow of the force as it envelops you and takes you on a journey to find yourself. The beat of the heart is brought into balance with the flow of the living force, untill you no longer hear its beat and just feel inner serenity.

Find this feeling and you have accessed the force. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF

 What do you percieve the force as being?

What is the perpose of a Jedi?

How is a jedi supposed to act?

What is a stranger to you?

What is a friend  to you?

what is family to you?

What gets you sad?

what were your first impressions of these questions?

Do you beleive that these questions will make me learn more about you?

Yes then expand answer

No then expand answer

Don't know  the explain uncertainty.

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF

 What do you percieve the force as being?

Philosophers and Scholars discovered that the Force was the very essence of life, a conduit in the complex cycle of life. Life and death were not finite points, merely resting points on the flowing river of the Force. All things in existence are part of the flow, living entities even more so. The 'life force' of a sapient being burns brightest in the chamber of light that is life. The ancients further discovered that the Force could be manipulated, through years of patient study in a way that defied all rational explanations. 

The Force is what gives a Jedi his power. It's an energy field created by all living things. From the depths of the universe it came, Life, and with life there came beauty. As Life grew, it diversified. Vast energy grew with life, fed by both beauty and ugliness of life, thriving, growing and evolving. As life blossomed and grew ever more sophisticated, so the energy grew, becoming more defined and distinct. 

This energy field permeates everything living thing throughout the galaxy. It is created by life and a few special beings in the galaxy can feel its essence and flow. This energy surrounds and penetrates us, binding the galaxy together.

What is the perpose of a Jedi?

The Jedi are noble warriors like the white knights of mythological lore.   Educated in many aspects of live many are talented artisans, diplomats, healers and scholars.  Wielding the lightsaber, a symbol of who they are; it doesn’t, however, make a Jedi.  What makes a Jedi is what is inside of them.  There strength flows from the Force and the saber helps to focus there strength. It represents their martial prowess, but also their attitude towards protection.  Defending the lives of all, guardians of justice and peace they act to prevent evil and wrong before it occurs, or reach a peaceful solution when conflict breaks out. Fighting is always their last resort if no other option presents itself.

How is a jedi supposed to act?

The goal of being a Jedi is to seek knowledge and enlightenment, peace and harmony. A Jedi acts from wisdom, using persuasion and consul over violence and Force Powers. Force powers are used to serve the interests of the Light Side and not for personal aggrandizement, power, wealth or for convenience when other means would be more prudent. These are traits of the Dark Side. The Jedi have the ability to wield many powers. Take advantage of these abilities, but use them carefully. It is far too easy to evoke the Force in a way not consistent with the Jedi code. 

The Jedi acts to preserve life - to kill is wrong A Jedi must act when calm and at peace with the Force. The Jedi should never act out of fear or hatred. A jedi must act when calm and at peace with the Force.  To act with anger filling one's spirit is to risk temptation to the Dark Side. Jedi should seek non-violent solutions to problems but this is not always possible.

A Jedi cannot allow evil to take place by inaction.  A Jedi who stands by and allows evil to be committed is in essence courting the power of the Dark Side. Jedi are also bound by the actions of those around them. When confronted by an evil action being committed, the Jedi must act to prevent the evil. This can be performed in a variety of ways at the Jedi's disposal - persuasion, creating distractions, armed action or by simple mind tricks - but some form of action is necessary. To not act is to allow the Dark Side a victory, however small.

Act with harmony of the Force:

There must be balance in every action, harmony in our understanding, living two lives as one, we are human just as sure as we are children of the Force. As Jedi we have clarity and understanding, a peace that overcomes passion, life beyond life, but as humans we have passion, temper and curiosity for excitement. Denying this we deny who and what we are, duality and paradox are our allies as sure as they are our foes. We become two people trapped in one body, working together we can achieve more than we could do alone.  Two lives must accept one outcome, working in harmony letting passion ride with peace. We are human and that will never change. 

Using the Force

The Force should be used only when calm, at peace, when a Jedi is at one with the Force. 

You do not attack:

A Jedi does not attack, to attack is wrong. Not attacking does not mean not striking first, a Jedi can be pro-active in their defense of others by neutralizing the threat beforehand, though the Jedi will find non-lethal methods first. To strike first, does not mean to kill. Take your opponents weapons from them, they can no longer fight.

Using a Darkside power for the sake of good.

No. Not ever. This will lead you to use the DarkSide more often falling into its trap.

What is a stranger to you?

A stranger is someone or something not previously known, someone unfamiliar.  Someone out of the ordinary, unusual or striking.  Typically they are not of one’s own particular locality, environment, or kind.  Them tend to seem reserved and distant.  They may make you uneasy or uncomfortable. 

What is a friend  to you?

A friend is person whom one knows, likes, and trusts.  They can be a person whom one knows only as an acquaintance. Friends might be a person with whom one is allied in a struggle or cause; a comrade. One who supports, sympathizes with, or patronizes a group, cause, or movement.

What is family to you?

A fundamental social group in society typically consisting of one or two parents and their children.  Two or more people who share goals and values, have long-term commitments to one another, and reside usually in the same dwelling place.  Typically they are a group of persons sharing common ancestry.

What gets you sad?

*Lances smiles a bit at this question as he moves to answer.*

“How kind of you to take an interest in me beyond a teachers level.  What causes me to feel sorrowful is the loss of my parents.  There loss pains me, however, the manner in which they were taken is what causes me grief.  Taken in a pirate attack could be expected and that fateful voyage I bitterly argued with them to stay.  I would give everything to have that day back.  Not so much to change the past, because I have come to terms with there loss, but I would like to be able to spend that last day sharing the bond we had; to be able to tell them how much they meant to me and how much I loved them.”

*A lone tear drops from the pained expressive face of Lance*

“However, this pales to the sadness I feel over my brother.”

*Lances allowing a brief pause while he collects himself breathing deeply a few breaths centering himself*

“ I feel a deep melancholy when my thoughts wander to my brother.  The lingering sadness from his chosen life plagues me.  I feel partly responsible for the manner in which he chooses to live.  My anger got the best of me.  I made the fateful mistake of throwing out a series of nasty insults.  Following a completely foolish series of actions by my younger impetuous brother.  Not one to take verbal abuse from anyone, especially his older brother, Cole, my sibling, responded in kind. However, this time things between us would not be ironed out. Cole threatened to leave promising me that things like this would never happen again. To stubborn and angry, I let brother leave never to speak with him again.  All this steaming from my parents loss.”

*Lance sighs, gazing towards the distant, with a furrowed brow.*

“I fear that my brother Cole has become desolate, beyond consolation. No one is so accursed by fate, No one so utterly desolate, But some heart, though unknown, beats inside of him. I know this to be true.  His pain and sorrow are his greatest demons.   And they plague me.   One day we will meet again and I hope to get a chance to save him and redeem a wrong that brought great pain and suffering to many.”

What were your first impressions of these questions?

I would have to say intrigue.  Someone with the reputation you hold asking such questions on our studies and chosen way of live makes me wonder what you are seeking in the responses to these questions.  I answered them as truthfully as possible, attempting to be as open to you as you ask me to be towards the flowing Force.  In time maybe will move beyond friends to call each other family.  I hope they strengthened our bond as teacher and student, Master and Apprentice.

*Lance smiled and winked brashly and flirtatiously with an obviously humorous tone*

Do you believe that these questions will make me learn more about you?

“I find it nearly impossible when speaking and corresponding with someone to learn nothing about them.  If nothing else you should get a glimmer into what exactly makes me tick as a human.  I have no doubt my answers allowed you much more than a glimmer.  The truth can be frightening to some and opening up is often difficult.  I hope the candor of my answers was appropriate.  I have no doubt that was not totally unexpected.  I in return have some questions for you though how appropriate you feel they are is entirely up to you, Master Kenobi.

*Lance smiled hoping to gain a bit of knowledge about his Master, feeling like she knew so much of him and he knew so little of her.*

Is there anything that causes you sadness?

Is my training meeting your rigid requirements?

What shall I do next?

Do you feel you know me any better?

How do you feel about me? Have I been meeting the requirements for training?

How are you doing?

I understand you have a family of your own.  How are they doing?

*Lance smiled hoping to gain a bit of knowledge about his Master, feeling like she knew so much of him and he knew so little of her.*

*catria listened to his questions.  it had been a while since she'd been asked  some of them*

Is there anything that causes you sadness? 

*catria paused a moment.*

 She'd actualy not felt sad in a very long time. True although there were some things which did at one time make her feel a terrible sadness, now she re-adjusted her thoughts and instead of becoming sad at a situation she looked at how she could bring a possitive thought or feeling into the situation.  therefore the feelings that the situation held could be took into context and a possitve reaction to the situation could begin.  She told lance her thoughts on that question.

Is my training meeting your rigid requirements?

*catria concealed a slight inner smile at this question*

Is it not more important how you feel you are progresing. What I feel matters not. Most important is how you feel.

What shall I do next?

Why ask  me?  *catria replied*

Do you feel you know me any better?

You replies to lesson teaches me about you. I learn something new everyday.

How do you feel about me? 

Feel? In what way? Your my student and I teach you for as long as you wish to continue to be taught.

Have I been meeting the requirements for training? 

Again, this is a question you should be asking yourself.

How are you doing?

I am well. Although you should concern yourself with you and not me *she gave him a small smile*

I understand you have a family of your own.  How are they doing? *she smiled at him again*  My family are well.  She replied.
Allowing the Force to flow through his being like a gentle stream on a hot summer Kalabra day, the sensation invigorated the aging man.  Pondering over his Masters dubous replies to his new education process.  As a scholar of galactic laws this approach to feedback was unusual to say the least but he took each comment seriously as he thought on her responses.

There was meaning to the question from his questions posed.  The solution to those answers before him he smiled as he reviewed what he had been taught.

If Lance where to become a tue Jedi as he had hoped he must confront his sadness and his fears.  The earlier lessons by his Master conveyed that point strongly as did her response to his own retort to his Master.

The answer to the second question was obvious to him.  He looked within himself.  Lance needed not look any further than the strength of the Force flowing within himself.  He had indeed progressed since there first meeting many moons ago on Agamar.  There was no doubt he was being as timely and responsible as anyone he had ever meet.  Years of harsh education had made him perfectionist in his studies, and he was a tireless worker.  This would pay off, Lance thought.  He knew the Force would reward him the harder he worked at understanding and grasping its deep meanings.

What he would do next is figure out how to work a lightsaber.  It seemed to Lance if he were to sharpen his skills with the Force and make his ability to use it more effectively and quickly he would need to use a weapon that was an extention of the Force.  Aware of the dangers this weapon held to the untrained, Lance figured it best to be guided by someone deft at its tactics.  

"Master Kenobi, who is the best to instruct me in the art of lightsaber techinques?  I will traverse the galaxy to seek them out and learn this lost art to hone my skills with the Force."

Lance smiled a brief smile showing of his glimmering pearly white teeth.  "I should like to continue on as your student for as long as you'll have me.  I figure this education will never be complete and there will always be something of knowledge to be gained."

As a Jedi you will sometimes face difficult dilemers over your course of action, one day you are visiting a young woman who has just given birth to a baby. At that very moment through the Force you are given insight that the children will one day rise to become the ultimate evil in the galaxy. This will come to be, you know it in your heart. Their hate and anger will cause a war so vast that the loss of lives of will reach billions and suffering that will follow will engulf the galaxy. What do you do and why? 

The course of action for the young impetuous person might be to stop what they view as a very real and dangerous threat.  What I may have responded to many years ago isn’t the answer I would give now after learning and studying the ways of Force under your wise tutorage.   The only sure way I would have known would be to take the child and rid the galaxy of the threat before it becomes what I Feared would happen.   However, this would go directly against the code of ethics you have laid down and the living will of the Force.   I referred back to my previous lessons to come up with a clear solution that only one of thought and strength would decide.

The first thing as a Jedi to do would be to consult with others of the Jedi order and make certain my visions of the future were not clouded by my own feelings, thoughts, and ideas.  If at that juncture it was decided by a council of Jedi these are indeed very real threats I believe, we of the Jedi order are obligated to follow a course of action to protect the galaxy and the child.

We must as Jedi, as you have taught, confront and face our fears.  This is more than a mere phobia of arachnids.  It involves placing ourselves directly in the path of the DarkSide. When we are in the frame of mind, focused as Jedi, we are able to confront and analyze those fears. Tearing them down, breaking through to the reality of what there is to be truly seen.    Because this became my fear, by my vision, I as a Jedi would undertake caring and watching over the child, hopefully, with the permission of the mother.   Honestly, I am not sure if I would instruct the child as he or she grew in the methods of using the force, but I am certain I would try and instill the teachings and philosophies of the Force to the child.  When the child was old enough to understand I would tell him or her there destiny that was foreseen for them.  Understanding and Knowledge is power.  We certainly couldn’t kill a child for actions they have not yet taken.  Our goal would be to make certain the child would choose not to take those actions, which could bring suffering to billions.    The future is never set in stone, I believe.  Our actions can change the course of Force just as I can touch and manipulate its flow for the sake of goodness, and righteousness.

The lessons I would teach are lessons you have taught to me, for I am certain you hold the same fears as those in my vision, regarding the temptations of the Dark Side. Some of the lessons the child would learn from birth are the following.

A Jedi must observe the following rules Never use the Force to attack Never use the Force in anger/fear Do not use the Force needlessly Never use the Force to achieve a selfish end.

Examples: Using the Force to retrieve a nearby object by telekinesis when not in a life threatening/desperate situation. Using the Force to accomplish something before you have tried your other skills first at the task. The essence of needless use of the Force goes beyond these examples, as it would be impossible to list all the situations in which it may occur

What is a selfish act? A selfish end is when you intention is meant to benefit you, a person may sometimes hide this fact by citing proof of other people benefiting more then they do. If the whole aim of the act is for you to gain some measure of benefit, then it is a selfish act. 

Examples: For personal wealth for revenge/vengeance putting your needs before others

What is using the Force to attack? A Jedi does not attack, using the Force in aggression, to actively take steps to cause harm or damage is the preview to the darkside. 

What is using the Force in anger/fear? The Force should be used only when calm, at peace, when a Jedi is at one with the Force.

Is it right to use a Darkside power for the sake of good? No. Not ever.  This is a trap of the DarkSide meant to lead you down its path.  It comes quickly to you when you most need it.  After time it will seduce you into its clutches taking hold over our existence and philosophy on life.

Everyone, no matter how sinister, evil, or wicked can be saved from the Dark Side.  Its clutches are deceptively strong, but everyone can choose their own path.  No one lifeform holds dominance over another.  We are all bound together with the Force.  We do not seek to control the Force, but instead live within it, growing and thriving off of the enlightenment and knowledge it brings when harnessed properly.  When we are at peace, serene, and calm.  

As the child grew and learned from me I would show it things beyond being his or hers mere teacher.  I would show him or her love, understanding, patience, and caring.   Be a gentle warm father figure, strict but fair and honest.  By my example I would hope to turn the tides of the Force from a set in stone destiny to one of uncertainty.  The child able to choose there own path.  My greatest success of failure would lie within the decisions of a single child.

What if those very actions you took. Actualy brought the insight you had into reality? If you saw the child did not agree with your teaching and decided the path was very different form the one you choose? 

Then, I would have failed, as a teacher, mentor, and father figure.  I would have wrought forth a terrible suffering on the galaxy.  However, I would not be responsible for the actions that the grown child chooses.  There rebellion is not my own.  If he or she still succombed to the DarkSide after all I had shown I would hope I would have the conviction and moral fortitude to try and save the child from itself.

If left with no other option, then to bring death to the grown child I am uncertain if I would be able to follow the course till its end.  The death would be a stain on my presence.  I would do everything in my power to prevent him or her from bringing forth the suffering predicted, however, I would do everything possible to avoid killing the child as well.  Who by now I am sure I had grown to love as my own making the task even more difficult.

-Lance.

Firstly congratulations of level three force user

I would like to go over a few parts with you...
Then, I would have failed, as a teacher, mentor, and

father figure.  I would have wrought forth a terrible 

suffering on the galaxy.'

Tell me why you feel as though you failed, when your

next comment was to say that you were not responsable

for the childs action.

Your correct to say that you are not responsable for

the childs actions. As quite often the gift of

farsight does not always show us everything that will

come to pass.  Also as a Jedi the act of free will is

the foremost important thing. As stated, despite your

efforts as a teacher, when the student wishes to no

longer listen. One cannot make them listen, as this is

against what a Jedi believes. Despite what we may

think or feel.

You say killing the child would stain you.. your quite

correct it would. But would there ever be a situation

in which you would be left no option but to do just

that?  Is yes please state when this would be. if No

please state reasons.

Even though I had done my best and attempted to steer the child away from the corruption and temptations of the Dark Side he still managed to succumb to its calling.  As I thought and analyzed the reasoning behind the failure I came up with two distinct but differing logical and rational explanations one of shame, remorse and guilt the other of sadness but acceptance.  

Immediately I thought of how I failed the child and the billion who he had caused suffering upon.  Questioning the methods and actions I had taken to try and steer this child towards a path of enlightenment and self-worth.   While walking down this path I realized something.  We could question everything we ever did and said.  It was written that these events would occur and sometimes the will of the Force can outweigh your own determination and convictions.  Confident I had done everything short of forcing the child to comply with my teaching I began to see something I had not yet been able to see in all of this.  The child ended up choosing his own way.  His actions were of his own free will, the same free will I had allowed him his entire life.  

I had done everything a good teacher, mentor and father figure would do for the child.  His rejection of me may be a negative reflection upon me personally but it is not a fault I should place squarely upon my shoulders.  The child who chooses to walk a path he knows is dangerous and wrong should bare the burden of their choices.  

Now we fall into the final, and toughest question you had asked me.  According to the old Jedi law there are 3 allowable reasons for us to end the life of another being.  Because the burden of their choices is there own I would act in only two of theses occasions.

Jedi Law
A rogue Jedi can be sentenced to death for a variety of crimes. 

 The wanton destruction of innocents
 Turning to the DarkSide
 Corrupting Jedi
If I was left with no other way to stop my former student from ending the lives of innocent beings and he would not listen to any rational I put forth I would as an honor bound member of the Jedi Order terminate the grown child.  

If he attempted to corrupt others of the Jedi Order and there was no other way to stop his actions against all my feelings I would destroy his evil presence.

Should he just turn to the Dark Side I would never end his life.  His action must violate one of the other two laws for me to sentence death against another being.  Would I attempt to stop him from harnessing the dark side or becoming one of its minions, absolutely without question.  However, to me and by your teaching I believe he still held a chance for redemption and I would keep fighting the battle against the tide of the Darkness to save the Child, with or without the permission of the Order.

catria_kenobi_cavendell: Lesson: if you saw someone with the potential to be a Jedi what would you do? 

catria_kenobi_cavendell: Lesson: many rush towards things, thinking they see when they know little. A small opening i their vision and they think they see it all. only once they truely see do they realise how little they see 

lstarwalker: Potential is a funny thing Master. Just because a being has the potential and ability to be a Jedi does not mean they have the commitment or strength of personality to live up to the codes and ethos of being a Jedi and to follow the philosophy. 

Now if I felt he had the mentality and felt he would adhere to the teaching passed down to myself I would begin with the fundamental theories and principles of being a Jedi. Should I feel he is accepting and learning the lessons laid out before him I would return to gather the opinion of a council of Jedi on this young force adept to see if a group of my peers agreed to begin training in earnest this Jedi hopeful. 

lstarwalker: Lesson 2:Perception is all in the mind, Nothing is defined. 

Misconception is when knowledge is incomplete, 

Confusion is when the eyes deceive the understanding, 

Uncertainty is when the truth remains elusive. 

Never let the eyes be still, Least the mind should follow. 

Always maintain awareness, 

Look where you do not need to look. 

Nothing is too small to be insignificant, 

Even the biggest move is made in tiniest paces. 

learn to see beyond what is seen, To hear beyond what is heard. 

By knowing the inner mechanisms, When your perception is clear a path becomes obvious. 

State of the Republic Address.

“Greetings denizens, and our loyal viewers.  This is Red Topola of GE News Network reporting live to you from Coruscant.  We interrupt your regularly scheduled programming to bring you the President of the New Republics, State of the Republic Address.  Lets turn it over to our studio and Cookie Boberts for some commentary.”  

“Greetings everyone, the overall impression from the galactic populace on the new administration, seems to be one of favor.  This new President seems to have a large chunk of popular support and in a recent poll the overall feeling is that the New Republic has become more stable over these last few months.  Red, what points do you think he’ll be addressing in his address tonight?”

“Well Cookie, I am sure he’ll go over the direction his administration will take in the coming months, outlining any plans and budget, as well as, review the accomplishments his office has made in the past few months.”

“Red, it looks like its about to begin. Here comes the 8th President of the New Republic Lance Starwalker.  He is wearing an ornate gem encrusted blue robe hand made by a Coruscanian tailor Jon Demer especially for such occasions.  Absolutely stunning.”  

Moving to the Palatial Balcony made familiar by the late Emperor Palpatine, Lance choose the same location and style for his important address, to show an air of defiance to the former Empire and its remnants.  Having centered himself and feeling total and absolute peace, calm and tranquility Lance began speaking, hoping his strength and state of mind shined through in this speech. He began to use firm hand gestures and tone inflections to stress important points, which he would continue throughout the speech.

“Greetings Citizens of the New Republic, and beings from around the Galaxy.”

“In the last few months we have seen the strength of the New Republic grow and freedom flourish!  We remain standing strong, shining our light across the galaxy, like a beacon, calling those who wish to choose there own destiny, and wishing to live there lives as they choose to live them.  We offer more than just freedom; we offer justice, rights and liberty to all beings, not just a select few.  Try as it might the Empire will never be able to win this war.  They might string up a few victories in battle, but in the end everything evil and oppressive will come to an end and good shall emerge shining unscarred and burning brighter than before.”

“Yes we have suffered set backs, loses and defeat.  However, we have also had victories.  Each one adding up to form a strong government for the people and by the people.  Not a government who wishes subjects, slaves, and pawns.  We know there are still many who think we’ll lose; that we can never win a war against such overwhelming odds; That the bad and evil forces that rule many parts of the galaxy are just too strong to be beaten.  I have news for you.  They are just plain wrong!”

“You have to stand up for your convictions.  Do not allow yourself to be oppressed, beaten, and broken spirited.  Its been recorded throughout time from the Sith Empire, to the Trade Federation, to the Separatists of the Clone War, to the Galactic Empire.   Evil can never win and freedom always emerges.  Stand up and be heard.  Fear is a tool to oppress you.  Address your fears and your lives will be better.  Hiding from them or letting them dominate you and they will forever dominate your destiny.  I say this to give you hope and strength in your struggles, against your fears and against your oppressors.  I stand beside you all in your struggles and hope to be seeing you soon as we make our way across the galaxy stomping out oppression and tyranny wherever it may hide.”

“The neutral world of Balmorra may no longer be neutral and might have brought a fear to those of you who witnessed this travesty.  Many questions surround us daily. When the Empire comes for us will the Republic be able to protect us?  When pirates raid our shipping will the Republic be able to stop them?  Will harm fall to myself or my family for expressing my views?  I say to all these questions, each and everyone that the New Republic will do everything you need to survive.  We will protect you at all costs.  Even today our military grows stronger and more advanced, ready to meet the Imperial threat head on.  Endless hours are spent my administration and I in office, chipping clawing and scratching at the Empire and the problems we face.  We have worked diligently in the past to bring some semblance of normalcy to everyone’s lives and we shall continue to do so.  Not everyone has to be a warrior, or a fighter or a politician to support your local cause.  Artists, healers, scholars, poets and writers all can share their influence with others in their culture.  The freedom to express differing views is crucial to the success of the Republic.  I stand before you all and encourage these beliefs in hope that throughout the galaxy the silence will be broken and a great cry for liberties will go out.  When that cry is heard, however faint, the Republic shall be here listening ready to end the tears of oppression and tyranny forever.”

“Thank you, that is all.  May the force guide us and steer our course in the right direction.”

“Well Cookie I must say that was a pretty powerful and deliberate speech.  The president of the New Republic was issuing a challenge today to all citizens and beings of the galaxy, to stand up against fear and evil.  I guarantee you some people are not to pleased by that challenge especially the Imperialists, whom the President openly called evil and oppressive, a bold move I must say.”

“I agree Red, however, while addressing some concerns, he did leave off a detailed budget analysis which might cause some concern for the conservatives in the Republic who like to know just were there hard earned tax dollars are going.”

“Let’s go down to the street, Cookie, for the common beings opinion on the address and the President of the Republic and his job performance so far to date. ”

Entering into the Galactic Museum with two plain clothed guards keeping a watchful eye over the president of the New Republic Lance made his way to the basement levels where old manuscripts and artifacts were stored under the watchful of Museum security and staff. The place was devoid of any regular patrons of the building, with only scholars and historians studying these import pieces of history.  A strange feeling had summoned the young apprentice of the force to Museum.  It pulled him deep into the throng of some of the most priceless teaching of the ancient Jedi, who inhabited Coruscant many years before Lance.  Much was lost during the great purge, which Darth Vader, Darth Sidieous, and there many minions devastated the Jedi Order, wiping out portions of history, which could never be replaced.

“My one day off in so many days, in I cannot even keep count and I choose to come to a museum?” Lance huffed to himself in a muffled voice, “What am doing, I should have watched the holonet and laid around resting.”

Moving towards a data terminal Lance let out a sigh at his general misfortune.  His deameanor was slow and unhurried as he reached out and touched a few buttons on the pad to begin pulling up some materials to possibly read to spark his interest.  “Lets see,”  Punching up Kalabra, Lance’s homeworld brought up various listings on artifacts from the world, most of which were in the upper throngs of the museum on display.  Making a mental note of some of the more important pieces to check out later Lance printed out a few of the more obscure items in the database on his home to see if anything interesting was ever published. 

“How about Agamar?” said the president in an inquizitive hushed tone to the terminal.  He had wanted to form a more formal relationship with the Jedi controled world for some time. Perhaps some history could be useful in persuading them to see the Republic’s point of view. Or at the least give him a better understanding of there reluctance to side openly with the Republic.  Oddly almost everything listed was kept in the lower levels of the mesuem with almost nothing on open display.  Intriguing to the legal mind of Lance that the Empire would bury Agamar.  He than printed out a listing and began his unprecedented search through the archives of the galaxy.  Not exactly certain what he was looking for, but hoping that the Agamar lead would turn up something to his liking.

Pulling a datapad with a holographic disk Lance moved to a quiet secluded corner of the museum to watch and read the first in his long search for a piece of the puzzle he was searching for.   Much to his horror, Lance had discovered Imperial propoganda.  The horror wasn’t so much in the pro-Imperial spin placed upon the data as much as what the footage actually showed.  

In graphic detail with full Imperial Banners and marching music this obviously military made footage showed the Imperial Invasion of Agamar.  Dated and time stamped with the early reign of Emperor  Palpatine, it showed the brutle and merciless force used against the peaceful, yet obvious stubborn farmers of the planet.  Those that refused Imperial taxation and control were arrested or shot on location for what was called discension, treason, and other high crimes against the Emperor.   It than moved to the backwater town of Tondatha, showing it being completely  wiped out by the Empire for harboring Rebel collaborators.  Most likely the work of Grand Moff Tarkin who ruled the Outer Rim Territories the Lahara Sector was probably his campaign.  Having seen all he could stomach Lance removed the Holovideo and placed it down on a desk with his things to be copied.

‘Well that is an excellent reason not to join the New Republic.  Fear of Imperial reprisal among the citizens must be pretty strong even with the Jedi’s support,’ thought Lance to himself his stomach in knots from the horrors he had just witnessed.  

Shaking the feeling of absolute disgust by centering himself and becoming a conduit for the flowing force, Lance quieted the sensations concentrating on exactly why he was in this museum in the first place and not allowing his emotions to overtake his judgement or actions.   Digging deeper into the mystery that was Agamar revealed an Imperial document on a list of names of suspected Rebel Sympathizers along with there families and last known location.  Many were listed with the deceased next to there name.  A single world lept out almost as if it text was lifted from the datapad.  Rubbing his eyes Lance cleared the fog from his mind.  The pad was normal but Lance decided to dig a bit further.  

