
the addition of-The Dog” and a
new song, “Sycamore”

The band eventually found a
label. SOW  River Records based
in 1kssachusetts  (now absorbed
by Rounder Records) and their
only full length album.  THE
BUCKETS  was released  in early
1996.  rhe IL&l,+ also lists a six
song demo. entitled SONGS OF
THE TRUE DIVIDED HIGH.
WAY. that was a precursor to the
album. I’m not sum if it actually
eisted or if it was an item *
missed.. l was a frequent
attender of shows and never
heard mention of it or saw a copy
circulating. so I can’t  vouch either
way... yet it MUST  exist since
it’s mentioned on the Internet  -
heh heh)
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thereof. They also hada good
element was pilayed up (the stage

sense of humor and were ex-
“amesof  members. Ray’s

tremely clever, which might have
introduction’s to every =A..- hi--
a *story  of- eOne y

The self-titled album captures
the band at their prime - in
addition to songs p-n, on the
previous demos (“Empty Cage”.
‘I Wrote This  Song”. westem
Star”. “ComeAround”.  “Post.
marked Virginia”, ‘Cowgirls”.
“BucketsTheme*  and ‘Beer
Belly”). it has a choice sampling
Of fwaitcs from their live shows
(‘Coffe  and Beer”. “I’m Drunk”.
“Gone To Meet You” [written by
Siltat]. “Mistakebl’), and
newer songs  (“Brand”, “Doug+,-
nuts”. “Song Of TheTrue
Divided Highway’.). at that time.

The appeal of The Buckets, at
least from my standpoint was
that they had the abiliry to write
good songs regardless if one
considered them to be ‘comtuy: L

Buckerslw5(LtoR):
Carrie  Bradley, Ray
Halliday.  Melanie
Chin  [DiGiauanrd~,
tory Pmer, Stephen
Silka

been a stumbling
block in a way.
While the humor

never went into making fun  OF
the genre. And at first hearing.
me could laugh at some Buckets
songs - then you start to pay
attention tothe subject matter.
“I’m Drunk”  at tint sounds like a
patty anthem. then  at closer
listen. you realize that the song is
actually about alcoholism. But
then,  them’s its comllary.
“Daugh!luts*  - a t&e of a man
attempting to salvage a relation-
ship. urging  his beloved to “come
out of the bottle” and an invita-
tion for a sit&am with dough-
nuts and some coffee a neat twist
on the deking  song.

So them wag a lot of humor  -
which in timspea.  probably
was the sugar that made the bitter
medicine of love. loss and
loneliness go down a lot easier
4nd  that’s a bit more authentic in
the long run

You didn’t have to be smatt to
loveThe Buckets. but you
probably appreciated them

mom...  although being smmt  is
wJally “e”el  appreciated
anywhere. least of all the music
business - and it made s,me
accuse them of being urban
hipsters riding on the ah. country
wagon Rubbish. all of it.

After more shifting around - the
hving  of Silbxt and Clmin and
the mtum of Pike. an&her 7” was
released in late 96 by Slow P.iver
- “Beer Belly’ (another version)
b/w “Pony Express”. an instm-
mental described as’industrial
cotmtly  - to my em. it’s a bit
*me like %ountty-&a’.  but it
works (and if you think tbat*s a
bit strange - ‘Come Around”
sounds  like Y&nmy-Motwn’;
this was always a favaite  atthe
live. shows and would’ve beett a
good single. if the radio-formats
t-exe ttot So “arrow.... consider
the S”CCesS  of later “tommy’  acts
as Faith Hill. ShaniaTwais  and
Scads  of Others somewhat below
that name notoriety. and then’s a
case to make the oft-repeated
claim that The Buckea like so
*any  others. were jus slightly
“ahead of their time’.

Mom  band shakeups and
Cartie’s  leaving prompted Ray to
put them  on hiatus for a bit No
follow-up album emerged
unfortmmtely  - since the songs on
THE BUCKETS were only a
fraction of theirrepitoire.  In
1999.  there was an impromptu
recording session with Cartie.
John.  Cow. Ray. and drummer
Robefi Davis (Blue Jewel. who

20 saner which were to be (lap steel guitar). and David

released on CD. lfP3’s of two of Reidy (drums). they’ve made

those songs. ‘Sad Fella” and “A pekdic live appearances around

World and A Whiskey” did SE and recorded the title track.

S”rface. but the disc did not “Guess WhoThis Is” for the Dam
Leone tribute album of the same

However. The Buckets in yet “ame.
another  incantation still survive.
Comprked  of Ray and Melanie More about that very soon...

(Ott acxmfian  this  time anmd),
David Fox (bass). Kurt Stevenson


