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DISCOGRAPHY

Jill first perfamed  with The
Stostheartd _ that would have
been in the mid-tc-late SO’%
judging fmm  the timeline.  Them
apparently was an ap. released,
which made the Top 10 of the
VILLAGE VOICE’s Annual
Critics Poll - but I currently have
no infomtation  as to the year it
was released. what label it was
on; or very much about  the band
itself.
The Motie Stars did release 2
albums on small labels during
their tenure - they‘re more easily
located. although I suspect that

the search might  be a bit easier  if
you’re rummaging nmund  the
record stores in the Bay Area
Members included Jill (bass).
Brad  7%lliams  (accordion). Steve
Cornell (guitar). Michael
Montah  (guitar) and Roger
Thompson (drums)
HECK-OLA! (1589. LP Lucky
Pierre RecordsS901). the first
album. pretty much  captures  their
style-although there are many
influences present that everyone
brings  to the table (country.  fo,k
pop, surf.  polka). the result is an
smslgsmation with a specific
sound rather than shifting styles
with  every sang. Listening. it’s
pretty easy to pick out who’s
influenced by what: Brad+&
zydeco.  Jill--p. Stevtcountry.
Michael = surf. However. it’s leu
jarring  than you’d probably think
from just reading a description
HEAD ON A PLATTER (1930.
CD & CASS whirlaway
Records WRX01)  has Damon
Carman  tab& over drumming
chores from Roger Thompson:
the band also adds 2 covers. “I
WishYou  Knew” originally by
the Lnuvin  Brothers. and “‘Chords
of Fame”. originally  by Phil
Cchs.  It’s as enjoyable as HECK-
OLA!. but the album justdasn’t
quite flow as smoothly The
songs arc still as good, if not
better. The band also mmribut.zd
a track on the Bee Gee’s tribute
disc MELODY FAIR (Eggbat
Records CD ERBCC012).  “I
Can’t  See Nobody”.
Jill Olson and the Notsemen
played dates  in the Bay Area-to
my knowledge. no maxdings

were ever relased by them.
Probably lhe closest you can
come  is by picking upTHE
GAL WHO WOULD BE K,NG
(19Xi CD Eggtwt Records
ERSCO22).  Very much like her
work with The Movie Stars.
with tracks ils -That’s  What You
Say”. “Right Wads’: “Conquer
The World’ and a covet of

air”.

Red Meat twka good
chunk of The Movie Stars’
penanne Montalto  (guiuu.
mandolin). Cornell (pedal steel.
banjo. guiuitar)  and Olson (bass,
vocals); combined with 2
memks  of the Genuine
Diamelles  “Smelly Kelley”
[AKA. Chuck Poling] (vocals)
and Scott Young (guit~. fiddle.
vocals) and dmmmer  L.es James
to create this ho&y-tank  band
MEET RED MEAT (1997.  CD
Rancher0  Records RAN-0011
OWR-OO%Z),  is their first effort.
and it’s not a bad one. All of the
songs an written by Young. and
some of the more comedic  scngg
“Nashville Fantasy”. “Inner
FCedneck”  and ‘The Girl V6th
The Biggest Hair” - I suspect are
mayk cmyovm  from his stint
with the DianelIes  other tracks,

such as “Lolim”. “Highway of
Heartaches”, ‘She‘s Too  Gwd To
Be True”.  “One Glass At ATime”
hold up well az (semi) serious
songs

Their second album. 13
( 159%  CD Ranchem  Records
RAN-WOWR-0237.2).  pro-
duced by Dave Alvin. is less
snarky then their first self.
vcduced effort  -and more of a
shared effort in the songwriting

de@ment  (Olson. Cornell.
Montito ad ‘Kelley” contribute
songs  this time around). Try A
Little Bit”, “I’m No Stranger’:
“Broken Up And Blue” and
“Poverty Line” are the strong
tracks here - then’s a,~) 2
instrumentals. “Marie”and
“Cattle Drive”. a cover  of “I’m A
One woman Man:.. and the
band still retains their(twisted)
sense of humor with  “Baby Beats
Me The Bes”. It’s slightly
slqer and more focused that,
their debut

In 1599.  Steve Cornell left
the band; Max ButleQThe
Sextants) replacing him. The
group’s third album. ALAMEDA
COUNTY  LINE wss released in
Jan 2001.  with Dave Alvin back
in the pmiucer’s  chair.
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