
The media & the survivors had a field day, with the
inevitable questions 'Why do such bad things happen to good
people' and the like. I have my ovn theories as to the why.
Bow he ended up in the building and was able to move arounci
as easily as he did is more easily ansvered.

When I started working for Pettit in August of '90,
they were occupying floors 33 through 36 of 101. In the
foyer areas next to the elevators, they used to have
receptionists on every floor,
1OOkBd

so as to make sure no one who
'out of place' got too far. In thB sprinq of '91, the

first of vhat was to be yearly layoffs start&;-they  ended
up letting go some secretaries 6. other lesser people h. they
were getting rid of all of the temps in office support
which meant that the receptionists on 33 & 34 were to ie
cut.
those

They retained the 35 h 36 floor receptionists since
floors were the ones where most clients woul: enter.

At the time, there was some talk as to what this would do
for security. At first, they tried keeping the doors leading
to the floors shut, but that was inconvenient to the traffic
flow,
the

so it was discarded h basically forgotten. Eventually,
36 receptionist was moved to 35 d the spot on 36 turned

into a fax station. So, at the time of the shooting, there
were three floors where basically anybody could come onto
and wander around freely.

So what? One can only go so far without running into
someone who wouldn't get suspicious. This was the other
factor in P&M's security. There was a growing paranoia in
the upper ranks that something like this would eventuallv
happen.
dealings

The wild card in the mixture was Ferri;
with the firm over 10 years ago,

he did have
in 1981 &'82. If

something like this was going to happen, even money would
have been on an ex-employee of the firm with a grudge. In
fact, that was a major fear.
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Pettit h Martin was one of the largest firms in the Bay
Area, living it up during the boom in the 80's, when they
moved into the 101 Building. When the 80's faded and the
bill came clue in the 90's, things got a bit hairy. There
were layoffs, every spring as it turned out. There were also
rumors going around as to what was really going on in the
firm: what was kept out of the papers was the fact that
Pettit had several lawsuits pending, most of which involved
vrongfU1 termination. One that was big news in the firm
involved a secretary who had been employed vith the firm for
many Years; they had attempted to get rid of her so as to
avoid paying benefits 6 such. She got a lawyer h they backed
off. There vere all sorts of nasty little worms in the P&M
apple: unfavorable press articles in the legal pdpers which
drove the management nuts, employee infighting, rumors that
the Washington office was bailing out of the partnership,
not to mention the low morale of staff and the exodus of
People leaving the firm. In 1992, about 35-40 people left
the SF Office, looking for better things. Due to the low
mwrale and the vay some layoffs were handled, they were
extremelY Paranoid about ex-employees being on the floors,
to the Point Where after terminating people, they would
assign someone tw monitor them.

Ironic, especially since "Security" is one of the
buxsvords being thrwvn around nowadays... I expect things
have drastically changed now, but beforehand, it vas
absurdly easy for anyone to gain access into the building.
It also makes it easy if you have a rough idea of the layout
Of the floors.
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