~ The nedia & the survivors had a field day, witn the

i nevitable questions 'V%% do such bad things happen to good
people' and the like. | have ny ovn theories as to the why.
fdow he ended ug in the building and was able to nove around
as easily as he didis nore easily answered.

When | started working for Pettit in August of 'gg
they were occupying floors 33 through 36 of 101. In the
foyer areas next to the elevators, they used to have
receptionists on every floor, so as to make sure no one who
lookad "out of place’ got too far. In the sprinag of 21, the
first of vhat was to be yearly layoffs started; they ended
up letting go sone secretaries s« other |esser people s they
were getting rid of all of the tenps in office support,
which meant that the receptionists on 33 & 34 were 0 be
cut. They retained the 35 « 36 floor receptionists, sjnce
those floors were the ones where nmost clients would enter.
At the tine, there was sone talk as to what this would do
for security. At first, they tried keeping the doors |eading
to the floors shut, but that was inconvenient to the traffic
flow, so it was discarded &« basically forgotten. Eventually,
the 36 receptionist was noved to 35 & the spot on 36 turned
into a fax station. So, at the time of the shooting, there
were three floors where basically anybody could come onto
and wander around freely.

So what? One can only go so far without running into
someone who woul dn't get suspicious. This was the other
factor in paM's security. There was a gromﬁn? paranoia in
t he upper ranks that sonething like thrs would eventuallv
happen. The wild card in the mxture was Ferri; he did have
dealings with the firmover 10 yeasago, jn 1981 g'g2. |f
something like this was going to happen, even nmoney woul d
have been on an ex-enployee of the firmwth a grudge. In
fact, that was a major fear.

The law firm whe
ramgaged Thir a:;l.‘;‘egr:gg:fg sands of clients are not used to
one of San Francisco's 10 la dieet threats of violence. said
arg- "
est. and ameng Its most dac§ Dittoe. a partner In the
i ful, S Oakland firm of Crosby, Heary,

Pettit and Martin has more
than 180 lawvers, who Jecupy
the 32nd through 34th foors of

S.F. 13‘V ﬁl‘ﬁl fii’i}()ﬁg 101 California St. and five other

offices from Washington, D.C.. to
Hong Kong.

the most successiul

The firms's members could
easily (it In with the glizy char-
acters on the television show,
“LA Law.” But they hardly ex-
pected to host a killing spree re.
sembling a melodramatic
television episode.

“You're not kidding me. ar
yeu?” said attorney Slqrnon Luke
fromithe firm's Hong Kungofﬁce'
when told of theé Thursday
tragedy.

Even large firms with thou.

koacn and May,

Dittoe said attomeys are used
to occaslonal violence In the
urtroom, where metal detec-
tors have become commonplace.
But no one at Crosby has ever
worrled about security in the
office. i

“No one has focused on that to

date. although fsaw (n an old ‘LA
w' segment where someone

went berserk,” Dittoe sald.

Atlorneys reached at Pettit's
C:Ilforma offices hung up
phones when asked abour
Incident. e

Pettit’s name was tommon In
the plethora of lawsuits coming
out of the Savings and loan in-
dustry collapse.
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Pettit & Martin was one of the largest firms in the Bay
Area, |iving it up during the boomin the 8o's, when they
moved into the 101 Building. Wen the go's faded and the
bill came clue in the 90's, things got a bit hairy. There
were |ayoffs, every spring as it turned out. There were al so
rumors going around as to what was really going on in the
firm what was keFt out of the papers was the fact that
Pettit had several lawsuits pending, nost of which involved
wrongful termnation. One that was big news in the firm
I nvol ved a secretary who had been enployed vith the firmfor
many Years; they had attenpted to get rid of her sp as to
avoi d ﬁaying benefits s such. She got a |awer & they backed
off. There vere all sorts of nasty little worns in the psM
apple: unfavorable press articles in the |egal papers which
drove the nanagenent nuts, enployee infighting, runors that
the Washington office was bailing out of the partnership,
not to mention the |ow norale of staff and the exodus of
People leaving the firm In 1992, about 35-40 people |eft
the SF Office, looking for better things. Due to the |ow
morale gnd the vay sone |ayoffs weehandl ed, they were
extremely Paranoi d about ex-enployees being on the floors,
to the point Wiere after termnating people, they would
assi gn someone tw nonitor them

Ironic, especially since "Security" is one of the
buzzwords hejng thrwn around nowadays... | expect things
have drastical Iy changed now, but beforehand, it vas
absurdly easy for anyone to gain access into the building.

It also makes it easy if you have a rough idea of the |ayout
O the floors.
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