LONG REACH HIGH SCHOOL CHORAL PROGRAM

 2009-2010
June Ella Pompei, director

(410) 313-7117 [school]

http://www.geocities.com/lrhsorchoir/home.html
     Welcome to the Long Reach High School choral program (or welcome back to upperclassmen!!). I hope you have had a great and restful summer.  I decided to prepare this booklet for you and your parents so that you would know what commitments and responsibilities are involved in being in Concert Chorus or Madrigals.  

     Please read this booklet carefully so that you will understand what is expected of you.  This is going to be a very busy year with concerts, fund-raisers, festivals, and much more.  More information will be available at back-to-school night on Tues., Sept.8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  Don’t spread yourself too thinly by joining too many extra-curricular activities.  Remember that Concert Chorus and Madrigals are classes that require extra time and commitment.  Make sure that your parents read this also, and then both of you sign the last page of this booklet and return it to me by Tues., Sept. 8th which is Back-to-School Night.

MATERIALS NEEDED

• Pencil 
• Assigned music and folder 

• Notebook w/pockets for notes
DAILY EXPECTATIONS IN CLASS

• RESPECT should be shown to each and every singer in the ensemble, to student leaders, and to the director at all times.
• Be seated in your assigned seat with music and pencil ready by the sound of the bell.

• Stay on task: Be prepared with your music open to the correct page during rehearsal, even if your section is not singing and even if you have the music memorized.
• Listen to directions, even if your section is not singing.   Do not be disruptive in rehearsal by talking or inappropriate actions. 
• Maintain proper posture when singing. 
• No food is allowed in rehearsals. Water bottles are allowed.

• No gum. Please discard gum before you enter the choir room.

• The LRHS Cell Phone, headphones, and hat policy will be enforced. The use or display of

these items during the school day is PROHIBITED, and they will be confiscated and turned in to the front office.

• If you are suffering from a sore throat or loss of voice, you are still expected to participate in all non-vocal activities during rehearsal. This includes physical, non-vocal warm-ups and following and marking the music. Sleeping, reading, or doing other homework will not be allowed. 

• Music is the property of the school; keep it in the best possible condition. The student will be responsible for the cost of replacing any lost or damaged music.
ATTENDANCE

• Attendance is required at every rehearsal of the ensemble, whether during the regular class period or during afternoon/evening rehearsals. If you know you will be absent for a specific rehearsal for a legitimate reason, please notify Mrs. Pompei as far in advance as possible. You are responsible for learning any material covered and making up any work assigned.

• If you have more than two unexcused absences from after school rehearsals leading up to a concert, you may not be able to perform in that concert, severely affecting your quarterly grade, and you may be removed from participating in the Spring Trip.

• Attendance at rehearsals during concert weeks is mandatory. If you miss a rehearsal during a concert week, except in emergency or religious situations, you will not be permitted to sing in the concert; you will still be expected to attend the concert, but will not be allowed to perform.

• Attendance at all performances is mandatory. If you know you will be absent from a concert for an approved reason, Mr. Evans must receive a written note from your parents at least one week in advance. Failure to do so will result in a lowering of your performance grade. Unexcused absence from a performance will result in your grade being lowered at least 2 grades.

LATENESS

Students must be in their assigned seats with a pencil in hand and their music out by the sound of the late bell.

Rehearsal points will be deducted for any lateness in addition to the following penalties:


First Violation: 
Verbal Warning, student/teacher


Second: 

Break detention, phone call to parent


Third: 


After school detention


Fourth: 

Referral to administrator for 6:45 am detention

DISCIPLINARY POLICY

It is the expectation that each student in the ensemble participates and contributes in a positive manner. A student who creates disruptions, behaves in a negative or non-courteous manner to any fellow student or the director, or fails to follow the class expectations will earn the following consequences:


First Violation: 
Verbal Warning, student/teacher


Second: 

Removal from the rehearsal area, 0 points earned


Third: 


After school detention, phone call to parent


Fourth: 

Referral to administrator
GRADING POLICY
I. Performances 30%
II. Rehearsal Skills 50%

III. Assignments, Quizzes, Tests 20%

I. Performances

100 points will be earned for each concert, and 50 points will be earned for each dress rehearsal. Points will be deducted for tardiness to concerts and rehearsals, for leaving a concert early, or for improper concert etiquette.

Attendance for the entire duration of all concerts is MANDATORY.

II. Rehearsal Skills

Students will earn up to 10 points for rehearsals, based upon the following rubric:

	Points earned
	Rehearsal skills

	10
	Student is on time

Excellent participation; Sits in assigned seat.
Excellent preparation; has music & pencil.

	9
	Excused tardy with excellent participation.

Excellent preparation; has music and pencil

	7-8
	Unexcused tardy with excellent or good participation;
Fair preparation; no pencil

Chewing gum, or eating food

	5-6
	Fair participation;

Poor preparation; no music 

	1-4
	Student is unprepared;  no music or pencil
Poor participation

	0
	Lack of participation
Student is absent (only excused absence can be made up)


III. Assignments, Quizzes, Tests

Points will be earned for any work assigned, including, but not limited to:

• Pencil checks • Journal entries

• Part checks • Concert reviews

• Score marking 

• Music theory • Part study at home

Unless otherwise directed by Mrs. Pompei, students should complete work individually. Refer to the Academic Honor Code for more information regarding cheating and plagiarism.

Grading Scale

90 – 100 % = A

80 – 89 % = B

70 – 79 % = C

60 – 69 % = D

0 – 59 % = E

The highest grades will be earned by hard-working and committed students; i.e., those who demonstrate leadership and personal integrity through behavior, posture, effort, and a positive attitude. Because this is a performance-based class, it is expected that students will devote time outside of school for rehearsals, practice, and performances. The director always maintains the right to remove any student from a performance if the student’s skills limit the effectiveness of that performance.

PERFORMANCES/AFTER SCHOOL REHEARSALS
ALL students are required to attend all performances and after school rehearsals.      Please refer to your rehearsal calendar!   These after school rehearsals are part of your grade for the course.  A calendar with rehearsal dates will be given to each student during the first week of school.  The only excuses acceptable for missing a performance or rehearsal are listed below:


(1)  Personal illness


(2)  Death in the family


(3)  Religious observances

No absence will be excused until I have the information in writing signed by a parent/guardian.  If you know that you will not be able to make a performance, please let me know prior to the performance so I can make necessary changes.  A request for an excused absence for any other reason than those listed above will be handled on an individual basis and must be given to the director 24 hr. in advance.

A schedule of concerts and festivals known to date are listed below.  Every attempt will be made to give you plenty of notice of upcoming concerts (at least two weeks).  However, on occasion we will have last minute performances offered to us, and I will make those performances (not on calendar) more on a voluntary basis of availability.  Students will also receive a calendar by the first week in September with all rehearsal/performance dates.  
PERFORMANCES FOR CONCERT CHORUS/MADRIGALS

(NOTE: Other performances may be added for Madrigals with a minimum of 2 wk notice.)

It’s Academic – Madrigals – Sat., Sept. 26th, (Noon – 3 pm Time to be confirmed)
Choir & Madrigals(w/Band/Orch) – Tues., Oct. 27th  Dress Rehearsal; 7:30 – 9 pm

Choir & Madrigals(w/Band/Orch) – Preview Concert, Wed., Oct 28th, 2009; 7 pm

Madrigals - NHS Inductions - LRHS auditorium TBA – Tues., Dec. 1st ; 7pm
Madrigals - Midnite Madness, Ellicott City, MD - Fri., Dec. 4, 2009, 6:30- 8:30 pm 
       Possible Midnite Madness performance, Sat., Dec. 5, 2009; 1 – 4 pm

Mandatory Rehearsal, Winter Concert: - Tues., Dec. 15, 2009, 7:30 - 9 pm

Winter Concerts – Wed., Dec. 16th, 7 pm – Bands


         Thurs., Dec. 17th, 7 pm - Choir/Madrigals/Orchestra 
Mandatory Madrigal Rehearsal – Mon., Feb. 22, 2009, 6:30 – 7:45 pm

Madrigal Festival – Tues., Feb. 23, 2009   9 am – 1 pm (@ Wilde Lake HS)
Ho Co Choral Assessments – Tues., March 23rd & Wed., March 24th &, 2009,  6-9 pm 

     @ Howard HS.  LRHS will probably be performing only on Wed., March 24th
Mandatory Trip Meeting w/parents – Wed., April 14th -  7 pm -  auditorium 

Music Dept Festival trip – Wed., April 21st– Mon., April 26th – Orlando, FL
Mandatory Dress Rehearsal – Tues., May 4th, 6:30 – 9 pm (tentative)

Spring Choral/Orchestra Concert– Wed., May 5th, 7 pm – auditorium
Spring Band Concert – Thurs., May 6th, 7 pm - auditorium

Mandatory Rehearsals, Pasta & Pops Concert: Mon., May 10th, 2:15- 4 pm  

Pasta & Pops Concert – Tues., May 11, 2009, 6-10 pm – atrium
Music Dept Awards – Sat., May 22, 2009; Alpha Ridge Park, 1-5 pm
Listed below are dates of other auditions that you may be interested in.  First, you must be enrolled in the choral program, and secondly, you must have a recommendation from your choral director.  Please inquire about them if you are interested.

MD Junior All State Chorus Auditions, Grades 7-9, Sat., Nov. 14, 2009

Loch Raven High School, Baltimore County

(Audition forms are due to Mrs. Pompei by Fri., Sept. 25th.)

MD Senior All State Chorus Auditions, Grades 10-12, Sat. Nov. 21, 2009 

Dumbarton Middle School, Baltimore County


(Audition forms are due to Mrs. Pompei by Fri., Oct. 2nd.)   

FESTIVALS
County and State Solo and Ensemble Festival, All State Chorus, and All Eastern Chorus are other opportunities to participate in a festival with other singers from other high schools in the county, state, etc. These events are not required, but are highly encouraged.  If you sign up to audition, you are required to audition.  No exceptions! Once you make the obligation to audition, you become a representative of Long Reach HS, and it is expected of you to show up for the auditions. 

CONCERT ATTIRE/OUTFITS
The attire for the Concert Chorus is formal black and white tuxedoes and dresses.   The ladies will wear a lady’s floor length black dress, and the gentlemen will wear tuxedos with tux shirts, ties and cummerbunds.  The gentlemen (except for seniors this year) will be required to purchase their own long sleeve tuxedo shirt which will remain their own property.   I will be glad to size and order the shirts for any of the males, but the order must be placed by end of September in order to receive them for the preview concert.  Every member of the concert chorus & madrigals will be required to pay the following:


CLEANING FEE

Concert Choir: $15/year


Madrigals:  $30/year (for both Concert Choir and Madrigals)

Rental fees are due by Mon., Sept. 14th and all checks should be payable to LRHS.  Students who have not turned in outfit rentals by Sept. 14th will have an obligation turned in to administration on Wed., Sept. 16th,  and therefore, will not be able to purchase a Homecoming ticket the next week until the obligation is cleared.   Outfits will not be given out until the rental fee is received.   (NOTE:  Cummerbunds and ties are not for sale.  They are the property of LRHS.  However, the replacement cost for losing your cummerbund and tie is $25/set, and the replacement cost for the men’s handkerchief is $7.  Please take care not to lose them or you will have to pay replacement costs.)

Each member of the Concert Chorus will be required to have black dress shoes for the performances.  (Plain shoes with no decoration such as gold buckles, rhinestones, etc.) The ladies may wear either a low heel (2”) or flats will be acceptable.  The ladies will wear flesh tone panty hose, and the gentlemen will wear black socks.)  No dangle earrings or necklaces or head adornments are to be worn while in uniform.

The Madrigals wear the traditional renaissance costumes which will be hand-made by a seamstress from the Renaissance Festival.  Outfits vary in prices from $50 - $350 depending on how elaborate the costume is.  Ballet slippers are used by many of the female Madrigals, and one suggestion for the male Madrigals is to buy a pair of black or dark brown slippers (or navy if your outfit has blue in it).     Each year we have to make alterations, repair outfits, and sometimes make new outfits if we do not have one that will fit a student.  The $15 outfit cleaning fee helps to defray from these costs, but does not cover the total costs of outfits.   

AFTER SCHOOL STUDENTS
Some students are not able to sign up for chorus for the year due to scheduling conflicts.  There will be night rehearsals this year, but they will be limited to a maximum of twice a month not including the dress rehearsals prior to the Winter Concert, Adjudication, and Spring Concert.  In the event that the student is not able to attend (due to sports, or other meetings), then she/he will be required to make-up a sectional rehearsal either after school or during the director’s sectional periods.  It is the student’s responsibility to seek out the director to make-up any missed rehearsal times.  If these rehearsals are not made up, the director has the discretion to decide if the student is ready or not to perform at the next upcoming concert.  The director also has the right to test the student on the selections of an upcoming concert, and if the student does not have the music learned and memorized to a satisfactory performance level, the director has the discretion to not let the student perform at the concert.  The director also has the discretion to determine if the student is absent from more than one rehearsal which is not made up to have the student’s membership in the chorus terminated.  Remember the after school program is offered as a privilege to those students who may not be able to otherwise participate in the choral program. 

FUND-RAISERS
All Concert Chorus/Madrigal members benefit from the profits of fund raising, so ALL members are expected to participate.  Individual student accounts are set up and credit for the trip (or other expenditures) will be given to each student from the fund-raisers.  Our first fund-raiser of the year will be Entertainment Books which will kick-off on Tues., Sept. 8th .  Some of the fund-raisers (or a percentage) will go to defray from the costs of the choral program, but the majority of the profits will be credited to their individual accounts.  Any parent/guardian who would like to help me with fund raisers, please give me a call!

PARENT BOOSTER GROUP
We are in great need of a very strong parent booster group.   I would like to meet parents that are willing to help contribute any time to the program.  All of you will be given the opportunity to join on Back-To-School Night on Tuesday, September 9th at 7 pm. Your contribution does not have to be a long term one.  It could consist of preparing a reception after a concert or helping to drive singers to a near-by community concert, or helping students get rides for night rehearsals, or helping with fundraisers. etc.  Any help is greatly appreciated.  If you are interested, please indicate so on the last page of this booklet which is to be returned to me by Tues., Sept. 8th , or you may return it to me at Back-To-School Night if you wish to do so.

WEBSITE & VIDEO/PICTURE PERMISSION

We finally have our website for orchestra and choir up and running, but we need your help for improvement.  The URL is http://www.geocities.com/lrhsorchoir/home.html.  Please send pictures, suggestions, favorites links, etc. to the webmaster, Dale Walker at daledpw@yahoo.com with LHRS in the "Subject" line.  If you wish to receive the latest news from our programs, please subscribe by visiting the website or emailing the webmaster.  Eventually we will link our site with the band website so that you are able to access any music department information.  By signing the last page of this syllabus, you will be giving us permission to allow your son/daughter to appear on our website in any group pictures.  If this is not acceptable to you, please notate that on the last page before returning.  
AWARDS

Awards for all students in the music department will be presented at a picnic at Alpha Ridge Park, Sat., May 22, 2009 tentatively 1 – 5 pm.   All students who successfully complete their commitment and responsibilities are awarded not only with participating in a group that makes good music, but also with an award appropriate to each member’s grade level and number of years in Concert Chorus/Madrigals.  In addition to individual awards, there are special awards given to those who give even more than expected.  The top awards are Concert Chorus Singer of the Year, Madrigal Singer of the Year, which have student input, and the Director’s Award which I determine.

ADDENDUM TO LRHS CHOIR/MADRIGAL SYLLABUS 2009-2010

MUSIC DEPARTMENT  2010 TRIP – ORLANDO, FL
The Concert Choir, Madrigals, bands, & orchestra participate in a music festival each spring.  This year’s Music Department Trip will be to Orlando, FL (Disney) from Wed., April 21th (after school) –  Mon., April 26th.  The total cost for the trip will be determined after we see how many students will be signing up but is  approximated at $650 but could range between $600-700 depending on number of students going, bus quotes, etc.  A letter will be sent out in early October with the permission slip, preliminary itinerary, and any other updated information.
Payment schedule will be as follows:




Thurs., Oct. 15th - $100 deposit (Payment #1) Non-refundable



Thurs., Nov 19th - $200 payment (Payment #2)



Thurs., Jan. 14th - $200 payment (Payment #3)



Thurs., March 4 – remainder of balance - (Payment #4)

Students are highly encouraged to attend the music department trip.  If there is a financial problem, then an alternate assignment will be given to the students who are not financially able to go.  If there is a financial problem, please feel free to contact me.   There may be scholarships available.  Any parents interested in chaperoning should contact me also.  There is a charge for going since we wanted to keep the students’ costs down and did not want to incorporate the chaperones’ costs into the students’ fees.

Please carefully read and complete this page and return to Ms. Pompei by Tues., Sept. 8th.
I, ___________________________, understand the contents of this booklet.  By signing,                  (student’s name)   

I understand my commitment to Concert Chorus and Madrigals and will work to fulfill that responsibility to the best of my ability. 





      __________________________ 
_________







Student Signature


     Date






      __________________________

_________







Parent/Guardian Signature
     
     Date

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLEASE PRINT

Full Name ___________________________________  Date of birth ___________

Street Address ______________________________________________________
City _________________
State _________
Zip Code _________________
Parent’s E-Mail address(es) ____________________________________________

Student’s E-Mail address ______________________________________________
Home Telephone (w/area code)_________________________________________

Work Telephone (w/area code)__________________________________________

Parent’s Cell Telephone (w/area code​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​)____________________________________

Student’s Cell phone (w/area code) _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian(s) Full Name __________________________________________
Medical problems I should be aware of ___________________________________
Parents, please indicate if you would like to belong to the Parent Booster Group:

Circle one:        yes            or              no

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 SCHEDULE


STUDENT’S NAME ___________________
    
         CLASS



 TEACHER



ROOM NO.

1.  _________________________

________________________
_________

2.  _________________________

________________________
_________

3.  _________________________

________________________
_________
4A. _________________________

________________________
_________ 
4B. _________________________

________________________
_________
5. _________________________

________________________
_________

6. _________________________

________________________
_________

Circle which lunches that you have:      A Day     
A     
 B      
C         D






    B Day     
A     
 B      
C     
D
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