   The producers of Stargate did their anthropological homework.  Some of the earliest settlements in Egypt show us a breed of people who were so androgy-nous that it takes an expert to distinguish male skeletons from female.  When I visited the home of my Egyptian priest of Anubis, I saw what I thought was his sister, and thought, “What a knockout!”  But--it was his young teenage brother.  Two years later, when I saw the brother, again, he had metamorphosed into a completely virile young man.  Perhaps, in the movie, if Ra had grown a beard…  

   Some mystics have noted that masculine or feminine empowerment consists of carefully tapping into the hidden powers of the opposite sexual polarity.  To suc-ceed at this helps a person to secure the cooperation that he or she needs from all living beings in the environment.  If this is done in an unskillful manner, one can (at best) learn to extract from those who share the same pathological slant on things.  Crowley said that Paganism is wholesome in that it faces the facts of life.  We so often see the Egyptian Gods and Goddesses holding the Key of Life.

   In our civilization, the mysteries for little boys are generally supervised by wo-men. The gentlemen, artists, and warriors of his tribe conduct the mysteries of the young dude.  By the time a guy considers himself to be a “real man”, how-ever, it seems that no one can tell him anything.  This process somehow yields a citizen who continues to question his own motives, but rarely modifies his methods.  By contrast, it seems to me that most ladies who achieve true spiritual maturity do so by age eighteen; but they continue to revise their approach to solving problems of cause and effect in accordance with observation and instinct, rather than principles of pride.  The basic European patriarchal model for growth that so often results in domination/alienation is based in Judeo-Hellenic-Roman values which depart radically from those of the Egyptian scheme, which might otherwise have left a mellower foundation for the emotional constitution of Western society.   

   Am I suggesting that the ancient Egyptians understood something about gen-der related psychological issues that Americans do not, and dealt with them more effectively (gasp!)?  Could it have something to do with Father Earth and Mother Sky, or with Sun Goddesses and Moon Gods?  You know, all of this is against the new “pagan” dogmas that are imperfectly derived from carelessly studied European traditions.  Could it have to do with a more discreet, yet less schizophrenic culture than the one in which we find ourselves?  What I am suggesting to you is that, in ancient Egypt, the Men’s and Women’s Mysteries had very little to do with the politics of hate.  It had much to do with the dyna-mics of a kind of caring society that is still alien to most Americans who conceit-edly claim a superior knowledge of it because they’ve studied something else.  What I am asking is that people who fancy themselves practitioners of authentic Egyptian ritual and ethics resist distorting input from less scrupulous systems.  In America, there seems to be an entire culture of disinformation, and it doesn’t even have any concrete objectives, like those in totalitarian countries.  I believe it to be a leading producer of masculine “feminists” and unhappy “gay” people.

