Comparison of the rape and the truck scene in Thelma and Louise

The first way in which the rape scene and the truck scene are alike is the way that they both have echoes of the old wild west movies which were once so popular.  Like Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, Thelma and Louise manages to blend together both the road movie genre and the western genre.  This unique idea is shown particularly fondly in the two aforementioned shots.

For example in the two shots there is very much an idea of justice over law, of outlaws exacting their own type of justice on people who have wronged them, just like in westerns.  This is shown in these two scenes by Thelma and Louise’s actions towards men.  In the rape scene they are wronged by ??????? who treats Thelma like dirt, pushing her over the car bonnet and attacking her.  Instead of calling the police as the audience may expect, Louise threatens to and then shoots ???????, exacting her own jsutice.  This same idea is also shown in the truck scene when the two girls blow up the driver’s truck in a western-esque showdown, as they feel they have been wronged by the driver’s actions “i bet you called us beavers on the radio didn’t you, i hate that”.  The way the driver adresses Thelma and Louise is with total distain and they exact their own justice by blowig up his truck.  The feel of the showdown is also created by the camerawork.  The director creates a shot with Thelma and Louise in the foreground so the audience are positioned with them and the driver in the background advancing on them.  As they have the guns behind them this shot is almost a complete parody of the classic western.

Also there are a couple of small points which create the western feel, in the rape scene there is the classic one liner from Thelma, “you better watch your mouth buddy” and in the truck scene there is the way that the two are hgolding the guns, fastened in their back pockets.  This is reministant of characters from the wild west.

The scenes are also alike in their depiction of men.  The two male characters are quite alike.  For exmaple they are both defiant until the very end, both swearing at the heroines right up until the moment their masculinity is destroyed.  Also, they both treat women like objects, using them for sex and nothing else.  This is shown by the fact that ?????? attempts to rape Thelma and the shot in which the driver picks up a roll of condoms before talking to Thelma and Louise.  As they drop down in the foreground it makes them the biggest influence on the shost and refelcts hows important they are to the driver. Basically they both treat women like pieces of meat, this seems to be because they are being led by their respective phallic symbols.  The truck driver is being led almost literally by his truck while Earl is being led more literally by his penis.  The way that the truck is shown by the director as being part of the driver is in the shot where he is reflected in the hubcap.  The hubcap takes up the entire shot, with the dirver just a small reflection in the centre.  The fact that is whole bnody is encased within the truck shows that it is a reflection of himelf.

They scenes differ in their depiction of the heroines, although there are a few similarities.  However these are only small similarities.  The first is the fact that it is Louise who fires the first shot in both scenes, showing she is in control, and that in the truck scene although bnoth women have guns, Louise’s gun is by the biggest.

The way in whidch they differ is a lot more interesting and varied though, they haven’t just changed physically but also mentally.  The first and most obvious way that this is displayed is through their costume.  Thelma and Louise were both wearing make up in the first scene and quite ladylike clothing.  By the truck scene, however, they wear no make-up, there hair is down and their clothing mroe masculine.  They wear jeans and sleaveless shirts, more like their male counterparts than their female.  Also they are filmed in low angle shots in the truck scene.  For example the shot where Thelma stands up with her gun, or the shot when both Thelma and Louise are sitting on the car.  This creates a feeling that they are powerful and in control.  When compared to the high angle shots of Thelma while she is being raped, there is a marked difference in who the powerful characters in the scene are.  The lighting also shows this, as quite simply, in the truck scene they are in high key lighting, rather than the low key lighting of the rape scene.  This lighting creates a feeling of freedom and space, and also a feeling of being away from the grim reality of the city.  

Also they are more equal by this scene, they dress more alike and are shown in equal proportions in shots.  Also, they are always shown in shot together, while in the previous scene they were seperated by a man, in fact in one shot they frame the driver, they sit in the foreground and he walks between the two, they are no longer seperated by men but instead surround them.   the freedom they have now found by being out on the road.  This is also shown by the setting.  Instead of being encased within a carpark, surrounded by cars, they are on the open road.  They are shown in a great deal more long and mid shots in the truck scene, when compared to the rape scene where most of the shots were either close or mid there is a great contrast.  For example, the rape itself is in close up while the blowing up of the truck is in long, with the truck in the background.  The space they have found in the latter scene represents the space and freedom they have found by leaving the cities.  They are no longer surrounded by cars, phallic symbols themselves, but by free land and blue skies.

The way the characters act are also quite different over the two scenes.  In the first they are not in control of the situation, Thelma was led by the man, whereas in the truck scene it is the heroines who lead the driver to where they want him.  Also the ways in which they react is very different in the two scenes.  In the first they run away crying, swerving into open traffic and almost being hit by a truck.  They are shown in midshot throughout this scene to show how confined they are and how they can’t escape.  In the second circling around the fallen driver, like he is their pray, stealing his hat, a symbol of his masculinity and then csalmly driving away.  As this is all shown in longshot it shows the freedom they have discovered both literally and metophorically.

Finally, there is the way the two men are punished.  In the rape scene althigh Earl is dead the fact that he died without learning any respect, amkes his death almost like that of a martyr, dying for men everywhere.  However, in the truck scene the driver himself isn’t killed, but the symobl of his masculinity, his truck is instead.  By blowing this up they are destroying his manhood, leaving him as nothing, not a real man.  They leave him grovelling and screaming on the floor, a fate much worse than death for an egotistical man such as him.  This shows how the women have grown and also satidfies the audience’s want for revenge.  This act is basically revenge for how they were trated in the rape scene and is the final high point for them in the film.  The rape scene is the star6t to their journey to freedom and the truck scene the end.

