HOW DO GENRE AND NARRATIVE CREATE MEANING IN THE FILM?

GENRE

· What is a western?

One or two people fight for justice against an ‘evil’ force, they don’t care for the law but for justice above all else

· What conventions does it break?

Women instead of men, 

· What conventions does it achieve?

Two heroes dispensing justice, justice over law, showdown, setting in the west, costumes, accents, natural lighting etc

· What is a road movie?

Couple of friends breaking loose from society to escape into freedom on the road, they meet many people who help them to evolve as characters and mature.

· What conventions does it break?

Are breaking loose of men, road movies often star men, 

· What conventions does it achieve?

Break loose from boring lifestyle, escape onto road and freedom, long shots, roads etc, want to escape from industry and get into the natural world, feel their place is on the road, if not physically then mentally, meet a number of characters on the way who show them what life on the road is like, meet characters who help them to mature and grow as characters, leads to a fatal end, rejected value systems of modern day, breaking free of repression they gain from being a minority, i.e. gay or in this case women

· Other

Buddy movie conventions achieved

NARRATIVE

· Recurring themes

Unpopular male characters, dressing alike etc, women having showdown with males, women getting screwed over by males

· Evolution of characters

Change in clothing, reaction to men, embarrass instead of kill, more even, grow into women rather than girls, 

· How do the scenes chosen affect the story?

Show how the characters have matured and aren’t scared of men, comparison between the two scenes, direct contrast

· Why are the scenes placed where they are?

They are at start and end of the film and of their journey and of their growth as characters.  Mark the start and end of the journey. 

